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INTRODUCTION. 



The peculiar oircumstances under which the Diocesan 
Statutes of the Province of Leinster fell into the hands 
of the Editor, render it necessary to prefix a brief ac- 
count of them to this Edition and to the translations 
and notes which accompany it. 

Havings seen the book in a catalogue for the sale of 
the library of the Rev. Patrick Walsh, (the Roman 
Catholic priest who had been appointed by Dr. Troy 
to revise and correct the notes of the Rhemish Testa- 
ment) the Editor being then about to leave Dublin, 
requested a bookseller to attend the sale and purchase 
this with some other books for him; the bookseller 
having inquired to what price he should go for the 
books, some of them he was desired to purchase, if they 
were sold at a cheap rate, and a few of them he was 
desired to purchase at whatever price they cost ; the 
Editor not supposing they would be bought in at any ex- 
traordinary price : among these latter was the Diocesan 
Statutes. The account of the circumstances attending 
the sale of this book is given in the io\\omTk%\«NN^^ ^^^^^^ 
the bookBelkr to ihe Editor. 
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Stephen's Greeny 

13th August f 1836. 
Dear Sir, 
I ha^e got the books you wanted, at the auction of the 
Rev. Patrick Walsh's library, except No, 687, *' Statuta 
Diocesana Dublinietisis,*' Dublin, printed a.d. 1831 ; and 
this was sold to a Mr. Costigan, I was informed a 
Roman Catholic priest, for the enormous sum of £7. 10s. 
exclusive of auction-duty. My last bid for the book 
was £7. 5s. The bidding commenced at sixpence, and 
concluded at £7, 10s. I inquired of the auctioneer 
and his clerk, if Mr. Costigan had authorized so large 
a sum to be paid for the book, and was informed by 
Mr. McLaughlin, the clerk, that his instructions were 
to buy the book, and that he would have gone to £50. 
or upwards, that is, he would not have lost the book 
at any price : the next day, in the sale room, some time 
before the auction commenced, I again conversed with 
the auctioneer and his clerk, and received from them a 
confirmation of the information already stated. Several 
booksellers were present, some of them Roman Catholic. 
In the remarks made by them, it was stated that the 
price of the book was 2s. dd. ; that it was sold to none 
but priests ; that the whole impression, as soon as 
printed, went to Dr. Murray, the Roman Catholic Arch- 
bishop, and that he alone, or those acting for him, sold 
them-— one copy to each priest. 

I am, Rev. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 



Rev. Robt. J. M'Ghee, 
&c. &c. 

The circumstance of this book being bought in by a 
priest at such an extraordinary price, excited much 
attention, and the name of the bookseller who had bid 
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for it having reached the ears of a Roman Catholic who 
happened to have got a copy in his possession, induced 
him to come and offer this copy for sale to the book- 
seller ; accordingly it was purchased for the Editor, and 
it is now reprinted. 

. The question naturally arises, — ^Why should this 
book be so carefully concealed by the Roman Catholic 
bishops ? That it is concealed, and that by their express 
order, is most certain, for as it appears in the Statutes 
themselyes, chapter vL *• If a priest happen to be taken 
ill, it is the duty of the rural dean to visit him, and if 
there is any apprehension of his death, he is ordered to 
get this book, even before the man is dead, and bring 
jt home with him/ It must therefore be a subject of 
inquiry why is it so concealed ? Is the book of such a 
character that Dr. Murray and his provincial bishops 
fihould be alarmed at the idea of its falling into the 
hands of any but priests ? 

There does not appear in the book itself any cause 
which, to an ordinary observer, could account for this — 
on the contrary, the Statutes, generally speaking, are 
such as seem to do credit to Dr. Murray ; the commands 
for the priests are of a most strict and salutary charac- 
ter, and if the priests only exhibited in their lives a 
model, or anything approaching to it, of the rules laid 
down for them in these Statutes, they would be a very 
exemplary order of men, so far as their outward con-* 
duct is involved : — the question then arises. Why should 
this book be so carefully concealed ? For this the Editor 
can only suppose the following reasons : — 

First, that the conduct of the priests, so openly pur- 
sued and encouraged, not only by the permission, but 
by the example of the very bishops who enacted these 
Statutes in their Synod, presents such a contrast to the 
.rules laid down for them, as to produce an effect more 
than ridiculous in the mind of any man who compares 
themu Th& holy^ devoted, spidtaaV ^\)^VTa«:>s^<^\s^^'i^^ 
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secular pursuits, which is enforced in these Statutes, 
compared with the conduct of a set of men who are the 
most factions, secular, inflammatory, and turbulent 
demagogues in the nation, is too monstrous not to 
excite the contempt and ridicule of the public, and to 
shock the common sense of the Roman Catholics them- 
selves ; this alone seems a sufficient reason for the con- 
cealment of this book. 

Secondly, the gross imposition practised on the public 
respecting the voluntaryism of popery, is here thoroughly 
detected, for here are laid down the sums which the 
people are obliged to pay to the priests for all the or- 
dinances of their church, and though there are many 
rules for the disinterestedness and absence of covetous- 
ness, &c. suggested for these ecclesiastics, still the sums 
to be charged by them are distinctly laid down, and the 
poor Roman Catholics are carefully instructed in their 
catechisms, which, as we shall see, will define the 
penalty under which the dues of a priest are to be 
exacted. 

Thirdly : These statutes so completely and conclu- 
sively demonstrate the overwhelming authority of the 
book appointed for the conferences of the priests, that 
this of itself might have been cause enough for its con- 
cealment. It is true that Dens is not mentioned by 
name in the statutes, nor is it to be supposed it would 
be, for statutes that are to last perhaps for a century, and 
under which fifty such books may be appointed for con- 
ference, could not be supposed to specify one in parti- 
cular, but the immense authority given to the conference 
book, whatever it be, over the priests and the people, as 
their guide and instructor, evinces the necessity of keep- 
ing carefully concealed what that book is to be, espe- 
cially when we see, as the fact demonstrates, that the 
one selected is a book of the most abominable character 
that can be found — so vile indeed, that they have evaded 
the pursuit of its investigation, through every species of 
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sophistry, duplicity, and falsehood, till they are at last 
seized in the midst of their own statutes. Had the 
statutes been forthcoming in the year 1835, Dr. Murray 
could not have ventured to write such letters on the 
subject, as were then published with his signature. 

Lastly: There is another reason, perhaps, more 
weighty than all the rest, for the concealment of this 
book, namely, that it exposes most clearly not only the 
abomination of the confessional, but the perfect con- 
sciousness of that abomination which exists in the 
minds of these bishops themselves. They know it to be 
such a system of villainy — they know that it exposes the 
unhappy female penitents, and not only them, but the 
unfortunate priests themselves, to such temptations in 
the exercise of its tyrannical and infernal despotism, 
that, on the very face of the provisions which they make 
against the abuses of it, is exhibited more clearly than 
in all that could be written to expose it, the real nature 
of its dark and diabolical malignity. If the penalties to 
be inflicted on the priests, as in the I6th chapter, on re- 
served cases, for their probable delinquencies in the 
confessional, were compared with the treatise which 
Dr. Murray has set up, to open to them such a field for 
these delinquencies, and if Roman Catholic husbands 
and fathers, not to say Roman Catholic matrons, could 
see the comparison, I believe the so-called sacraments 
and infallibility of the church of Rome, would soon give 
place to the truth of God's eternal word ; and the dark 
abominations of papal superstition flee like the shadows 
of night before the rising sun. 

How far the real character of these statutes is deve- 
loped in the translations and notes, the reader must 
determine. The whole original is perfectly given in the 
Latin copy, without the least alteration, even of a letter. 
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DIOCESAN STATUTES 



It is a very aocient ordinance, approved as well by the 
usage of holy men as by the authority of the church, 
that those things which chiefly appertain to the sacer- 
dotal and clerical discipline, its offices, and parts, should 
be proposed by the bishop in synods to his clergy, com- 
prehended in certain monitions. 

By reason and example of which ordinance, we being 
led, have examined many laws and statutes , enacted not 
only in this province of Dublin^ but in other countries, at 
different times. We have diligently investigated the 
usages and customs of the churches of the whole king- 
dom. From these we have selected whatever seemed to u^ 
the best, and have superadded certain of our own ; so that 
treading in the footsteps of our fathers, we might but 
seldom transgress the limits marked out by them ; but 
rather, led by their spirit, and instructed by the wisdom 
and experience in which they excelled, we might feed 
the flock of the Lord committed to us ; " might strengthen 
the feeble, heal the sick, bind up the broken, bring again 
that which was driven away, and seek that which was 
Jost *' Ezek. xxxiv. 4. For in no other way is it granted 



Vll 

to the shepherds of Israel to escape the anger of the 
Lord. 

Receive therefore, Very Rererend Brethren in Christ, 
most dear and beloved, this work, completed by the no 
small care and labour of the bishops of this province, as 
a pledge of the greatest love which we bear to you, and 
of the unwearied solicitude With which we watch oveif 
our sacred affairs, and over the deposit of the faith com- 
mitted to us. Let us join, most dear brethren, our right 
hands ; and let us take care that every one be found 
•faithful among us, who are stewards of the mysteries of 
God. Let us feed the flock of God which is among us, 
taking the oversight thereof not by constraint, but wil- 
lingly, according to God ; not for the sakeof filthy lucre, 
but voluntarily, neither as tyrannizing among the heri- 
tage of God, but being cordially examples to the flock, 
that when the chief Shepherd shall appear, we also may 
receive (though unprofitable servants) an incorruptible 
crown of glory. 



Note hy Editor on Preface. 

This section, as well as many others in this volume, 
contains much of good discipline, and expressed with 
sufiicient propriety and a due admixture of scriptural 
quotations and authority ; but, like too many others, it 
csontains beneath the surface a mine of deep iniquity ; 
for in the words distinguished by italics, it appears that 
these statutes are founded not only on those previously 
enacted in the province of Dublin, but that Dr. Murray 
had examined those of other countries and other times ^ to 
enable him to produce a code suited to his taste. The clue 
to this is the main point to be investigated in this work. 
Can we find the result of Dr. Murray's labours any 
where ? Can we find any trace of the laws of ** other 
totrntricMUMd other times j' w)i\c\i "Dx%"^\SLTt«^ \a.^\«««^ 
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investigating ? Tes ; we find, in the year after these sta- 
tutes, a book published under Dr. Murray's own avowed 
sanction, which was ** in much repute in his church/' be 
tells us ; and that too a special addition to a system of 
theology which, as we shall see, his priests are ordered 
to study and use as their guide ; which book consists of 
the laws and canons of foreign countries, even of Italy, 
and of former times too, as will appear, even of the darkest 
and most persecuting ages of the church of Rome. 



CHAPTER I. 

DE VITA ET HONESTATE CLERICORUM. 

In this chapter, in which there is much of good regu- 
lation for the priests, which it is only to be wished was 
well attended to, we find the following passage : — 

'' We command the clergy also that they abstain from 
every place where public games are celebrated, but es- 
pecially from the clamour of hunting and from the public 
race course, from public theatres and from public balls. 
Let them not be present at public entertainments of the 
laity, unless some work of charity or some function of 
moment may require it, and when they may be pre- 
sent there for some cause like this, let them remember 
the words of the apostle, '* Be thou an example of the 
believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in faith, 
in purity ; " nor let them delay there longer than is neces- 
sary. As to feasts, it will not be unimportant to mention 
here the commands of the fourth Lateran council, Can. 
15, — " Let all clerg3rmen carefully abstain from gluttony 
and inebriety, by which means they may restrain wine 
ft:om themselves and themselves from wine ; nor let any 
one be excited to drunkenness, since drunkenness su- 
pennduces aberration of mind and acts as an incentive to 
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lost. But if any one shall exhibit himself guilty in 
these, nnless, being admonished by his superior, he shall 
make adequate satisfaction, let him be suspended from 
his benefice and his office." 



Note by the Editor on the First Chapter. 

The difference between the admonitions in this chapter 
and the conduct of the Irish priesthood is too remarkable 
to be passed over in silence. The whole of the chapter is 
full of excellent advice, for which those who read Latin 
are referred to the original : but the practice of the priests 
and of the Romish bishops themselves is a commentary 
by contrast on the letter and spirit of the admonitions : — 
there is one part, indeed, of which, generally speaking, 
the Editor is not competent to pronounce: he is not 
aware that they violate the injunctions as to attending 
public amusements, but as to the public entertainments 
of the laity the daily journals bear testimony not to be 
mistaken on this point ; if it is asked who are the most 
frequent in their attendance — the most clamorous and 
inflammatory in their harangues at the public political 
entertainments of the Roman Catholic laity, every one 
who can read the newspapers must reply, beyond all 
comparison the Romish priests ; and lately the bishops 
themselves have exhibited in this arena. 

But it is not merely for the purpose of adverting to 
this, however at variance it be with the apparent sanc- 
tity of these statutes, that the Editor translates this pas- 
sage ; but to remark on a very unequivocal contradiction 
that is given in this passage, by Drs. Murray and Doyle, 
two of the Romish prelates engaged in the composition 
of these statutes, to their own evidence before the com- 
mittee of the House of Commons, in 1826, when examined 
as to the third canon of the fourth Lateran Council: 
they both eodeaTonredy not oiA^ \a ^x^^^iks^ vkv^ >^» 



tneaningy bat to deny that there had ever been such a 
canon. If they were sincere in their evidence, of course 
they most qaote all the canons of the council, from the 
third on, as one less in numerical order. If, for exam- 
ple, that which we call the third had no existence, then 
the fourth would be the third, the fifth the fourth, and 
so on in order, and the fifteenth would be the fourteenth ; 
but so far from this, they quote the fifteenth canon here 
in the same order in which it is found in Mansi's Con- 
cilia, including in its regular numerical order that very 
third canon, which these Romish bishops pretended had 
no existence ; so that the very quotation of this fifteenth 
canon in these statutes proves their own conscious false- 
hood of that evidence, in which they denied the exis- 
tence of the third ; but we shall see more of this fur- 
ther on. 



CHAPTER III. 

OF DEVOTION TO STUDY. 

Section 1. — The priest's lips should keep knowledge, 
and they should seek the law at his mouth; and if 
he rejects knowledge, God will reject him from discharg- 
ing the office of a priest. Hence saith the apostle Paul, 
'* If any one seemeth to be a prophet or spiritual, let him 
know the things which I, write unto you, because they 
are the commands of God ; but if any one be ignorant 
he shall be ignorant." 

Section 2.—" Two things," saith Benedict XIV. " are 
most certain ; first, indeed, that the knowledge of moral 
theology is altogether necessary to those who, being 
appointed as parish priests or priests for administering 
the sacrament of penance, wish duly to discharge the 
o&ce of confessor. Another, that it is not enough that 
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any one shall have gone over tbe same faculty, under- 
stood or even pablicly taught it; but that it is to be 
assiduously cultivated, that those things which he hath 
learned be thoroughly impressed in his mind, and new 
proofs be continually acquired by which that faculty 
may most abundantly increase/' 

Section 3. — "We, therefore, command that every priest 
may have in his own possession some work of moral 
theology, in which he may very frequently, and, if pos- 
sible, every day, read attentively one little chapter, at 
least, or a title, that, being aided by this continual study, 
he may be the better able to direct the concerns of the 
people committed to him, for whom he is to render 
account to the Lord in the day of judgment/' 

Section 4. — For the rest let us hear the advice of St. 
Augustine to his presbyters :— " Whatsoever leisure you 
have from the divine offices — from the exercise of prayer 
and meditation, from the discharge of your ecclesiastical 
functions, do not waste it in idleness, nor in sloth, nor in 
the curiosities of new pursuits ; but since ye are called 
into the lot of the Lord, meditate in his law day and 
night — feed your minds and thoughts with tbe study of 
spiritual books— with these join both the knowledge of 
the precepts of the church and the skill of reciting 
horary prayers, and the knowledge of ecclesiastical 
rites and ceremonies; read something daily from the 
sacred books, and if your ecclesiastical occupations per- 
mit it, some of the books of the Holy Fathers, and other 
books beside, piously composed on the duties and offices 
of the priestly and clerical life, or the care of souls, or 
the studies and exercises of Christian piety, and other 
subjects of the same sort : keep these continually in your 
heads, and so read them that you may express in your 
conduct whatsoever things you may see, and learn from 
them to be adapted to the regulation of a holy life/' 
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Note on Third Chapter » 

All this chapter seems very good, but we shall little 
suspect that in lifting up the veil off this '' Mystery of 
Iniquity** we should find the Prince of darkness con- 
cealed under the robe of an angel of light, and that all 
these pious admonitions ended in neither more nor less 
than the deep, practical, devoted study of the most in- 
famous book that we are as yet acquainted with, in any 
language, and that this very book, too, is the only one 
really and substantially propounded to the Romish priests 
by the men who composed these statutes, as the guide 
and instructor of themselves and their unhappy flocks. 

The reader is requested to examine closely the tissue 
of evidence to be laid before him in this and the next 
chapter. The Editor has numbered the sections in this 
chapter for the sake of reference. 

In the first section, the command of those who enact 
the Statutes, is enforced, we see, on the authority of 
God, " if any one seem to be a prophet or spiritual, let 
him know the things which I write unto you, because 
they are the commands of God/' 

In the second section, the authority of the pope is 
adduced, and that of a pope too, whose code of canon 
law was at the time of the enactment of these Statutes, 
in process of publication, as the canon law for Ireland, 
and let the reader observe what this authority is ad- 
duced to enforce. 

Firsts that the science of moral theology is absolutely 
necessary to those who would discharge the offices of 
parish priests or confessors. 

Secondly, that it is not enough for a priest to have 

read over the code of theology, or to have thoroughly 

understood it, or to have openly taught it, but that he 

must still assiduously cultivate it, must have it tho- 

roagbly eDgmvea on his mind and memory, so that this 
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theology, which he is supposed to have already learned, 
may be so entirely at his command that he may be able 
ever to draw forth from this store-honse the first proofs 
and elementary principles of the faith and conduct 
which this theology inculcates. 

In consequence, therefore, of this authority, which 
the priests are to receive as from God, and this no lesa 
weighty authority of him to whom they must bow as 
the infallible vicegerent of that God, these bishops issue 
a command. — Now let the reader mark the command so 
sanctioned. 

'* We command, therefore, that every priest may have 
in his own possession some work of moral theology.*' Here 
every priest must procure that work, whatever it be. 
It is their bishop's order as from God and the pope, 
that every individual priest must have this work which 
he had already learned, and which was to be so im- 
printed on his mind. 

In this they are to read diligently, — '' attenti perlegant ; 
not only often, but more than often, ''saepe saepias, 
if possible every day, ** si fieri protest etiam singulis diebus, 
at least one little chapter or title. 

Now with what object? Is it solely for their own 
instruction ? By no means, but *' that beitig assisted by 
this continual study they may be the better able to direct 
the consciences of the people intrusted to them, for whom 
they are to render an account to God** 

The Editor requests that the reader will try to com- 
pose a form of words, or a weighty command, to enforce 
them, by which any body of men can be stringently im- 
pelled to acquire a knowledge of any book, to study 
its contents, to adopt its principles, to furnish their 
mind and memory thoroughly with its doctrines, and 
to bring them into operation on the consciences of a 
population, more than the Irish priesthood are to em- 
brace and teach the contents of this code of monX 
theology. 
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If the book were the bible one cannot see any more 
that could be said to enforce the necessity of the stndy, 
or the practical application of the knowledge to be ac- 
quired from it It must surely be a matter of earnest 
anxiety, then, to know what the code of theology is to 
which these bishops attach such importance, which is 
not only thus to direct the priests but the people, and 
the reader will soon discover this by an attention to the 
next passage which is translated. 



CHAPTER V. 

DE COLLATIONIBUS THEOLOGICIS. 

In the third chapter we have brought forward the weighty 
authority of Benedict XIV. to prove that it is not enough 
for a priest, having the cure of souls, to have learned 
theology in the schools, but that, moreover, it is neces- 
sary frequently to re-peruse the things which he had 
already learned, that so he may have in his mind a 
lively recollection of those principles of morals, and 
proofis of religion for which he will have almost daily use 
in exercising the functions of his sacred office : for if 
errors and sophistries spread abroad, by what means, 
unless by the exercise of the mind and memory in the 
assiduous cultivation of theological discipline, can they 
be corrected and dispersed ? for thus the principles of 
truth and virtue are, by the ministers of Christ and the 
church, his spouse, opposed to those things which either 
the wisdom of this world or the spirit of error desire to 
set forth against the truth in the mouth of false prophets. 
Therefore, that the clergy be not deficient in attaining 
a knowledge so necessary, and that we ourselves may 
be made certain that they are fully instructed, duly and 
worthily to discharge the weighty duties imposed on 
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tkeEi, as pastors and confessors, we command that 
conferenoes may be held every year, in the first and 
second week of the months of July, August, September 
and October, in which conferences all the priests under 
oar jurisdiction are bound to be present, and to give a 
reason if they are interrogated in the matter to be dis- 
cussed ; and if any priest shall be absent from two con- 
ferences in the same year, without licence, in writing, 
from the Ordinary or Vicar-General, we declare that he is 
suspended ipso facto. The questions to be discussed in 
every conference shall be announced in the Dublin 
Directory of each year, and the rules by which the 
conferences are to be directed will be found in the Ap- 
pendix, No. 1. 



Note on Chapter V, 

The reader will here observe that the priests are re- 
ferred to the authority of Benedict XIV. quoted in 
Chapter III. to enforce on them the necessity of the 
study of this moral theology. It is to be that theology 
which they had learned in the schools, and they are 
frequently to study it again, '* seepius relegere qtuB jam 
didicerat,*' that so they may retain the principles and 
proofis of their morals and religion lively and ready for 
daily use in their olQice. ^ 

Therefore the next step to be taken by these bishops, 
to promote this study and this knowledge, is to appoint 
conferences, the object of which is not merely to drill 
the priests in this theology, but that their bishops may 
be certain that they are thoroughly instructed '' to dis" 
charge duly and worthily the duties imposed on them^ as 
pastors and confessors,*' therefore this standard system of 
pastoral instruction and confession, whatever it be, is 
the class-book, the primer of these conferences ; and Dr^ 
;Macray informs the priests that l\\Ck ^u«^>a!vci& Vsi ^<vc 
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conferences shall be announced in the Dublin Directory 
for each year, and that the rules by which the confer- 
ences are to be directed, are given in the appendix to 
these statutes. 

Now the only point by which to ascertain this im* 
portant book, is to know whether Dr. Murray did ap- 
point the questions for the conference, and announce 
the conference book, from which these questions were 
to be taken — for this we have the best, the most conclu- 
sive authority, and indeed the only authority which 
could be expected on the subject ; we have Dr. Murray's 
own confidential compiler of the Directory, and we 
have the Directory itself. The Rev. Patrick Woods, 
the compiler of the Directory, states, in his letter to the 
editor of the Evening Post, July 11, 1835, « When the 
time for the publication of the Directory next following 
this arrangement H'as at hand. Dr. Murray announced 
to me that we were to discuss the three treatises on 
Human ActSj Sins, and Conscience, in the successive 
conferences of the following year, so that the ques- 
tions were to be taken in the order of Dens." The 
time to which he alludes here was the year 1831, the 
year of the date of these statutes ; and when we refer to 
the Directory itself for that year, and look to the ques- 
tions of conference, we find the whole tissue of authority 
clearly given, the conference book clearly ascertained 
to be Dens, the command to take the questions from 
Dens ; and the bishops of the province of Leinster given 
as the authors of the command. The translation of the 
heading of the conferences is as follows : — 

'* In obedience to the commands of the Most Illus- 
trious and Most Reverend the Archbishop and Bishops 
of the Province of Leinster, we will discuss the treatises 
of human acts in two conferences ; of sins in one con- 
ference, and of *' conscience *' also in one conference, in 
the year 1831. From the Author, Dominus Dens." 

It is not the object of the Editor to enter here into 
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any exposure of the yarioas attempts made to evade 
and deny the truth, as for example, Dr. Murray writes 
to Lord Melbourne that he ** did not make Dens a con^ 
ference book/' and that '' in fact they had no such 
book/' Mr. Woods pretends in this letter, that Dens 
merely was used as furnishing the order of the questions, 
but not the answers, which the statutes prove to be 
utterly destitute, even of the semblance of truth. It is 
only necessary to state the facts and direct the attention 
of the public to the documentary proof. It is clear from 
the foregoing statements, that 

1. A book of moral theology must be purchased by 
every priest. 

2. It must be a treatise which he had already learned, 
and which he was to study again. 

3. He must make it his daily study, so that if it be 
possible, he must read one chapter, or title, every day. 

4. He must do this, to fit himself by continual 
study, as a guide, to direct the consciences of the 
people. 

5. His bishops must ascertain that he is thoroughly 
instructed in this book. 

6. Conferences four times each year are appointed, foi 
the twofold purpose, that he may be thoroughly trained, 
and that his bishops may know that he is so. 

7. His attendance on these conferences is imperative, 
so that any priest absent from two of them, without a 
written license, is suspended. 

8. He must be prepared to answer at these con- 
ferences, when interrogated by the archbishop, bishop, 
or master of the conference, on the subjects of the dis- 
cussion, as the rules in the Appendix prove. 

9. The archbishop declares that the questions shall be 
announced in the Directory of each year, under his 
authority. 

10. The compiler of the Directory states that Dr. 
Murray did^ in person, announce to liim \^^*qa q^<^<i^ 

c 
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dons, and directed the subjects, the chapters, and the 
author whence they were to be taken. 

11. The Directory itself corroborates the statement 
of the man who compiles it, and gives the authority of 
the bishops, the subjects, and the book as known and 
acknowledged by all the priests; and the book men- 
tioned, both by the compiler and in the Directory, is the 
Theology of Peter Dens. 

Lastly. We have Coyne's testimony, the printer, cor- 
roborating all the foregoing, stating that these provincial 
bishops made Dens the conference book for the Province 
of Leinster, and that to obviate the difficulty experienced 
by them in procuring it, he printed a new edition. 

The Editor submits to every reader of ordinary intel- 
ligence, that a more perfect series of proofs, to bring 
home a work as a standard of theology adopted by a 
body of divines, never was laid before the public. 

The only question remaining on the subject, is. What 
is the nature of that theology ? Of this the public may 
form a judgment by the specimens which have been 
often exhibited from the book, but which are a very small 
part indeed of that which cannot ever meet the ear of a 
mixed assembly. 

The next extract worth translating, is from 



CHAPTER VI. 

« 

OF VICARS-GENERAL AND RURAL DEANS. 

In which it is decreed '* Whenever a priest falls into any 
disease, especially if danger of death appears to threaten 
him, the Rural Dean, (Vicarius Foranens) within 
whose deanery he lives, shall visit him, and shall 
piously minister every spiritual aid to his sick brother 
in the Lord, as far as he can do so. He shall inquire 
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whether the sick man has made his will, as commanded 
in the first chapter, and he shall use the greatest dili- 
gence, lest the registry of baptisms and marriages, or the 
holy vessels, Testments, coverings or ornaments of the 
altar, whether they belong to the parish or the priest, 
should fall into the hands of any layman, but he shall 
rather put them into a safe place, But he shall carry the 
copy of these statutes home along with him,*' 



Note on Chapter VL 

This latter command may perhaps account for the 
order to buy up the copy at Mr. Walsh's auction, even 
for £50, and it must be attributable to the singular 
providence of God, who *' bringeth to light the hidden 
things of darkness,*' that the book should have escaped the 
rural dean, and found its way into a public auction-room, 
thus to lay open to the inmost recesses, proofs of the full 
and authoritative adoption of Dens's Theology. 



Note on Chapter VI 11. 

The most remarkable feature in this chapter, which is 
not translated, is a quotation from the Council of Trent, in 
which it is commanded that every priest is obliged, within 
two months from the date of his being placed in any bene- 
fice, to promise and swear obedience to the church of 
Rome, and hence the creed of Pope Pius IV. is given as 
the form of the profession of his faith, and his oath of 
obedience to the pope ; hence it appears that the canon 
laws published in the supplemental volume to Dens, 
being the laws of the pope, published for the guide of 
the priests and people by the bishops, are not only the 
law of Ireland, but the law to which every priest has 

sworn to yield an implicit obedience. 

c a 



CHAPTER XVI. 

ON THE SACRAMBNT OF PENANCE AND RESERVED CASES 

AND CENSURES. 

Although every chapter contains something of mnch 
interest, to those who investigate the principles of popery, 
yet as it is merely the ohject of the Editor to give a few 
brief translations of important matters, he must pass 
several over, and advert, in the next place, to the sacra- 
ment of penance. We find in the commencement of 
tHis chapter, the following melancholy testimony of men, 
whose evidence as to confessors is indisputable. 

'^ It must be considered how great is the burthen and 
danger of those who undertake so formidable an office, 
since experience proves that this remedy, so salutary to 
the fallen, is sometimes so perverted by the ignorance 
and negligence of confessors, that this fountain of grace 
is turned into an occasion of perdition. We fear that 
there is no time in which the melancholy saying of St. 
Thomas, of Villanova, is not fulfilled in some confessors, 
' that they send themselves and sinners down careless 
into hell/" 

Then in the list of reserved cases we have the fol- 
lowing. 

*' The priest who shall attempt to absolve his accom- 
plice in the foul sin against the sixth commandment* 
incurs ipso facto, the greater excommunication, reserved 
to the pope, and such absolution is altogether null and 
void, except in the article of death, and even then, 
unless no other confessor can be had." 

''The priest who shall attempt to solicit or entice to the 
commission of dishonourable and base sins, either by 
words, or signs, or nods, or touch, or by writing, then, 
or afterwards to be read, any penitent, whatsoeve)r per- 
son she be, either in the act of sacramental confession. 
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or before, or immediately after confession, or by the oc* 
casioD, or pretext of confession, or even without the 
occasion of confession in the confessional, or in any 
other place destined or chosen to hear confessions, with 
the pretence of hearing confessions there, or who shall 
have held with presumptaous audacity any unlawful or 
dishonourable conversation or intercourse with them, 
is ordered in the bull of Benedict XIY. entitled Sacra^^ 
mtntum PcenitentuB, to be suspended for ever ; and the 
same Benedict XIV. decrees that priests so soliciting 
shall be for ever incapable of celebrating mass/' 



Note on Chapter XVI . 

It will not seem wonderful, that statutes which make 
such confessions of the confessional, should be doomed, 
if possible, to a silence and a secrecy, as deep and dark 
as the tribunal which they so betray. Can a doubt rest 
on the mind of any man who reads this document, that 
this tribunal, which they presume to call holy, that it 
may overawe the consciences of blind and ignorant 
mortals, is actually, a means of perdition in the hands 
of some confessors, by their own admission, — and of how 
many who can tell ? Are St. Thomas, Dr. Murray, Dr. 
Doyle, Dr. Keating, and ]>r. Kinsella, all mistaken, 
when they say it is a means of sending down per^ 
SOBS into hell ? What a pretty sacrament of the Chris- 
tian religion this must be, which these pioiu doctors 
confess to be so convertible into an engine, not of 
salvation, but of perdition ! Let any Roman Catholics 
of common feeling read their bishop's own law here 
against their own priests ; let them see the evils to 
which by the confession, both of pope and bishops, their 
wives, and sisters, and daughters are exposed ; and let 
each man ask himself, is this the reU^on o€ \.^^ "^^vO. 
or am I a ChnsUan who allow t\io»^ ol "^\vo\fii, "a& ^^Kaasv 
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— as a parent — a hnsband — and a brother I ought to be 
the guardian, to go into the jaws of such acknowledged 
temptations and trials as these. If there is no danger 
of these evils, why such a law to guard against them ? 
If there is danger, and danger that calls for the specifi- 
cation of such a law, what are men made of, if they read 
this and do not rise like one man to denounce such a 
system of iniquity ? Let not Protestants call themselves 
Christians if they will not speak openly and honestly 
and faithfully against it, to their Roman Catholic neigh- 
bours, and let not Roman Catholics deny the subjugation 
of their hearts in slavery to superstition, if they will not 
stand up to denounce, and protest against such cruel 
tyranny as this. 

But when we go a little deeper into the system ; when 
we take the very book that these statutes set up, and 
compel these priests to study, to examine the consciences 
of these penitents ; when we take also the very ritual of 
these priests and see how, with the very book that they 
carry about, every man in his pocket, for the purpose of 
administering the sacraments, they are not only em- 
powered, but commanded to exercise a tyranny, for 
which language has no name, over the heart and feel- 
ings and consciences of any female that is doomed to 
pass the ordeal of their tribunal ; the man that can see 
and know these things, and would not prefer death to 
subjection to them is not worthy to be called a husband 
or a father; he betrays the beings whom he ought to die 
to protect. But the truth is, the Roman Catholics are 
totally ignorant of the facts ; they can hardly bear even 
to hear of, much less to investigate boldly and manfully, 
the system to which they are enslaved ; but they shall, 
we trust, with the divine blessing, yet be awakened to 
see it, and we shall all yet with one heart and voice protest 
against the tyranny, the iniquity, the superstition, the 
idolatry of the church of Rome. 
The Crimea of the confeasional bioaght forward in 
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these statutes are the least of the evils attendant on it^ 
The priest, who is not liable to these penalties, is as bad as 
the man who is ; for he uses the confessional as Rome 
intends it ; not as a scene of licentioasness, but as an 
instrument of a tyranny the most cruel and intolerable 
that ever enslaved the human mind. The object is to 
bring the female mind into utter and abject slavery to 
the confessor, and the more pure and delicate that mind 
may be, the more is it bowed down by the despotism of 
the confessional. Inured from infancy to an examina* 
tion, progressively and gradually suited to the age and 
circumstances — having thoughts and ideas suggested to 
the mind, in publications which seem devout and holy, 
and under this semblance conceal a system of cruel ty- 
ranny, which the priest is well trained how to exercise, 
and who, the farther he is removed from licentiousnessi, 
is the more master of himself and of his weapons — the 
young and innocent female is prepared in his hands for 
the inquisitorial investigation that awaits her as a wife ; 
it is then that the real despotism of the confessional is 
brought into full operation on her heart and feelings. It 
is the policy of Rome to make her the mother of chil- 
dren who shall be enslaved to papal tyranny from the 
womb, and to effect this purpose she must be first, how- 
ever unconsciously, enslaved herself. The Editor writes , 
this, not to declaim, but to expose the facts ; it will fall 
into the hands of Roman Catholics, and he conjures 
them not to count him as an enemy when he can call his 
God to witness that he feels and desires to testify to them 
that he is their faithful friend. Let them put it to the 
proof; let Roman Catholic gentlemen in every city and 
town in England and Ireland call upon their bishops 
and priests to translate, in their presence, those pages of 
Dens, to which we refer, comparing them at the same 
time with the common books put into the hands of 
females, ^to prepare them for the confessional \ «.\vii^3QL^ 
Editor believes that every man 'vYio "te^ci^ \3ckft\sck. ^wsJ^^ 
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declare that wife or daughter, or even female servant in 
his house shall never bow her knee at the foot of papal 
tyranny again. It is no wonder the Diocesan Statutes 
that so expose the deeds of the confessional should be 
kept from the unhallowed eyes of lay intrusion, and of 
free investigation. 

We now turn back to another part of this chapter for 
another subject, and we find the principle of reserving 
cases laid down, and also what cases are reserved. The 
principle is expressed as follows : 

OF RESERVED CASES. 

'' It has been consideted by our holy Fathers to apper- 
tain most especially to the discipline of a Christian 
people that certain peculiarly atrocious and weighty 
crimes should be pardoned, not by ordinary priests, but 
only by those in the highest authority, whence our popes 
have been able, according to the supreme power de- 
livered to them in the universal church, to reserve cer- 
tain crimes of greater magnitude to their own peculiar 
jurisdiction : nor is it to be doubted, since all things 
which have been ordained are of God, that this same is 
permitted to all bishops, each in his own diocese, for edi- 
fication however, and not for destruction, according to the 
authority delivered to them over their subjects above the 
other subordinate priests, particularly as to those things 
to which the censure of excommunication is annexed,'' 
&c. &c. 

This is partly a quotation from the Council of Trent ; 
it proceeds : — 

*' Being therefore instructed by the Tridentine fathers 
and adhering to their footsteps, we declare that when 
we grant the power of receiving confession, we by no 
means intend to include the power of absolving from 
reserved cases, unless such a power is explicitly granted. 
The following cases are reserved for ourselves : — 
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• " 1st. Murder. 2nd. Wilful procuring of abortion when 
the effect follows, or consent, advice, or co-operation for 
the same. drd. The clandestine crime even attempted, 
^d it also includes the accomplice/' (The Editor is 
not sure that he translates this correctly ; the words are 
abbreviated thus — " Cr. CI." which he supposes to mean 
crimen clandestinum, but Dr. Murray is at liberty to 
correct him.) ''4th. Formal perjury before a secular 
or ecclesiastical judge."' (not perjury in the House of 
Commons.) '' 5th. Formal heresy. 6th. Apostacy from 
the faith. 7th. Communication in divine things with 
any that are not Catholics. 8th. Clandestine marriage, 
and in this reservation are comprehended the contract- 
ing parties — the minister and the witnesses. 9th. Soli- 
citation to base crimes, as is explained in the Bull 
Saeramentum Pcenitentioe, 10th. The offence of a cler- 
gyman who is present at exhibitions in any public 
theatres,, or who either publicly or privately has been 
engaged in dances with females. 11th. Burning.'' 

Again, in the section '' De Censuris,** we find the fol- 
lowing sentence of excommunication : 

'' Against the following criminals the sentence of 
excommunication is decreed to be incured ipso facto ^ 
from which no priest, unless by special delegation, can 
be able to absolve them : 

'' 1st. Heretics and apostates. 2nd. Those who fight 
a duel and their seconds, or those who provoke to a 
duel ; also those who willingly are present at one. drd. 
Freemasons. 4th. Those who are guilty of a rape, and 
all who afford counsel aid, or favour to them. 5th. 
Strikers of the clergy. 6th. Regulars who shall admi- 
nister the sacrament of Extreme Unction or Matrimony, 
or the Eucharist in the way of viaticum, without leave 
of the bishop or parish priest. 7th. Those who procure 
the abortion of a living foetus or who co-operate in it 
when the effect follows. 8th. Those who contract ql 
clandestine marriage and the pne&V. au^^SXxL<&'&'&^'& -d&^^sx- 
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iii{^ at sach marriage. 9th. Those who knowingly 
contract marriage within the prohibited degrees of con- 
sanguinity or affinity, without obtaining a dispensation, 
also the priests or witnesses assisting at such marriage, 
with a knowledge of the impediment. " 

Notes on Chapter XV, 

We here perceive, 1st. The importance of reserving 
certain cases ; 2d. What those cases are ; dd. We see 
the sentence of excommunication denounced ; 4th. We 
have the list of criminals excommunicated. 

In the first place, we see the crime of heresy among 
the reserved cases ; and in the second, we perceive that 
heretics are among the excommunicated persons, and 
that they are put on a level with the worst and most 
odious criminals. This is all that is necessary to bring 
them within the penalty of the church in all her decrees. 
Accordingly we find these bishops and priests, in this 
standard theology, which it is so important to keep ever 
in view, discussing, in 1832, all the penalties of the 
church against heretics ; we find them denying that there 
is any true faith in a heretic. Dens, vol. ii. p. 73 ; asserting 
that heresy is a greater crime than paganism or Judaism, 
p. 78 ; that all heretics, being baptized, are to be com- 
pelled, by corporal punishments, to popery, and this 
under the canons of their infallible council of Trent, 
p. 80 ; that this is to be done whenever it is expedient 
for the church to use her privilege, p. 81 ; that the wor- 
ship of heretics is not to be tolerated, but extirpated, 
unless prudential reasons induce the contrary, p. 83 ; 
that heretics are to be deprived of all benefices and dig- 
nities; that they are ipso facto infamous, and to be 
deprived of all Christian burial : that their temporal 
goods are ipso facto confiscated; that they are justly 
punished with exile, imprisonment, and death ; which 

is confirmed, 

1st By the authority of Thomas A(\uiaas, the author of 
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the neatest eminence, as a standard, in the college of 
Maynooth, and sworn to be so by the professor of moral 
theology, before the parliamentary commissioners of 
education, 

2d. By the authority of the passage in Dent. xvii. 12* 
in which it is stated that the priest has the power of life 
and death, which they assert in a note, in every Popish 
Bible that has notes and comments in the empire, 

dd. By the authority of the perfidious council of Con- 
stance, in putting Huss to death : all which authorities 
and doctrines of persecution are found in the same vo- 
lume of Dens, ii. pp. 88, 89 ; and all which were discussed 
in these conferences in 1832, the year after Dens was 
set up by these statutes. 

Dr. Murray has endeavoured to excuse himself, on 
the pretence that these were obsolete opinions of Dens. 
How then does it happen that in the face of all his pro- 
fessed liberality, his own Diocesan Statutes, enacted in 
1831, pronounce the sentence of excommunication 
against heretics, and reserve, like Dens, their pardon for 
the bishop or the pope ? How does it happen that he 
has brought forward a code of canon law, which, by his 
own last pastoral to his priests, he proves was * in much 
repute in his church ' ? How does it happen that he has 
published this to add to Dens, and that this canon law 
enacts principles still more persecuting and cruel than 
Dens? How has he happened to publish his papal 
bulls, that heretics are to be dragged, even from a church, 
when proofs sufficient to put them to the torture can be 
found against them, and so handed over by the tender 
mercies of the church to be put to death? In vol. 8th, 
Canon Law of Benedict XIY. supplemental to Dens, 
pp. 86, 87, are the bulls he quotes : viz. Greg. XIV. 
•* Cum alias'* — Ben. XIII. " Ex quo Divina" — Clem. 
XII. "/n supremo ''—Ben. XIV. ''Officii Nostri"-^ 
Ben. XIV. " Elapse' proxime/' reviving Jo\\.w "KXW* 

Ex parte VestrL'' All wbicVi a\i\SciQn.V\&^ Vi^ Qftf2k\.^"^> 
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above, for tortare and persecation of heretics, and ban- 
dying them about for slaughter between popish bishops 
and popish inquisitors. Are these the private opinions 
of Dens? Let any man read Dr. Murray's Pastoral, 
Dr. Murray's Statutes, Dr. Murray's Standard, and Dr. 
Murray's Authorities, his Canon Law, his Bulls, and 
Councils, and then let him believe his declarations of 
charity and liberality, or one syllable he has written on 
the subject, &c., if he has so far given up his senses 
and his intellect as to do so. 

Again, Let us now proceed to another chapter in these 
Statutes. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

ON PAROCHIAL VISITATION. 

" Take heed to yourselves, and to all the flock over 
which the Holy Ghost has made you overseers, to 
rule the church of God, which he hath purchased with 
his own blood." In virtue of this apostolical pre- 
cept, it is the duty of the bishop frequently to survey 
his whole diocese, that he may know whether the 
whole flock committed by the Chief Shepherd to his 
care, and for whose salvation he is hereafter to render 
an account, is duly and faithfully fed and governed in 
all things ; and since it is his duty to take away every 
evil from the flock, and to commend and perfect every 
good work, and to excite the clergy as well as the laity 
to labour more fervently for the greater glory of God 
and their own eternal salvation. The church, at dif- 
ferent times, but especially in the Council of Trent, 
hatb ^rranted to bishops visiting their dioceses a more 
ample aatbority and right, and a moie* ^X^tlwc-^ ^^et to 
take away abuses and to punisVi ciimta, vn \Xi^ twKWfc ^'l 
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their Tisitation.'' Again, one of the episcopal duties in 
this visitation is as follows : — " To inquire into reserved 
cases and censures, and to judge in other matters, which, 
either hy law or custom, pertain to the jurisdiction of a 
bishop.' 
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Note on Chapter XXV, 

Now it is clear, from the Statutes, what the reserved 
cases are. We have seen that heresy is one of them. 
Again, we have seen what the censures are — we see the 
first on the list of the excommunicated are heretics. 

Now if we can find in the canon law set up in the 
year after these Statutes, a law to regulate the conduct 
of the bishop, in judging according to the sentence which 
is denounced in these Statutes, it will be granted that a 
case is established as conclusive as can be made out 
from documentary evidence. 

Now what is the law laid down for the bishop, in this 
code of canon law, published in 1832, for punishing the 
heretics denounced in these statutes, in the year 1831? 
Here are the statutes commanding him to visit and 
punish the crimes in his diocese ; and what is the pun- 
ishment which the canon law, published the next year, 
denounces against the criminals ? It is found, Dens, viii. 
p. 82. 

" The bishop is boundf even in places where the office of 
the holy inquisition is in force, to tahe sedulous care to 
purge the diocese intrusted to him from heretics ; and if he 
finds anj/f to visit him with the canonical punishments. But 
he ought to tahe care not to hinder the inquisitors from the 
discharge of their duty/' 

This is the law of the pope's diocesan synod, set up 
by these bishops as the canon law for Ireland. And 
what is the authority again for this law — on what does 
the pope ground his decree t And YjViaV. \% Wi^ xt^^tewj.'^ 
made id this law, which Dr. Muxia.^ ^^^ >d:\^ \$v^^^^ 
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have published as the law of Ireland ? It is the third 
canon of the fourth Lateran council, which Drs. Murray 
and Doyle both denied, in their evidence before the 
House of Commons, and which they published as '' in 
much repute in the church " in six years after. The fol- 
lowing is the document, extracted from the diocesan 
synod of Pope Benedict XIV, as the canonical autho- 
rity for this duty of the bishops. 

On the Diocesan Synod, 
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Among the chief cares of the pastoral office is to 
diligently watch, lest any error contrary to the orthodox 
doctrine may creep into his diocese, which the apostle 
clearly expresses (1 Tim. iii. and Titus i.) ; hence no 
one can doubt but it chiefly belongs to the bishop to 
inquire as to heretics, and to punish severely, with ca- 
nonical punishments, those whom he shall find pertina- 
cious in their errors. This obligation of bishops the 
author of the Epistle to the bishops in Gaul and Spain 
acknowledged and inculcated, which Isidorus wrote to 
Pope Lucius, thus addressing the bishops : — *■ Therefore, 
brethren, I admonish, beseech, and advise your love, 
that ye watch to detect heretics and enemies of the Holy 
Church with that solicitude which ye ought and can 
apply, and, lest this plague should be more widely dis- 
seminated, that ye extirpate from among the untainted 
minds with severity as far as you can according to your 
power.' Further, though this testimony of Lucius is 
considered spurious, certainly the decree of the council 
of Rheims is not spurious, A. D. 625 — 630, which canon, 
4th tom. 3d. of Hardwin's Collection, col. 572, commands 
it as a duty to the pastors of the churches, diligently to 
seek out heretics, and bring them back to the Catholic 
£aith, according to their power. 
" And that we may not waste our time in illustrating 
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a subject which is undoubted among all, it will be abun- 
dantly sufficient to allege one sanction of Innocent III., 
in the 4th general council of Lateran, a.d. 1215, in the 
Sd canon of which * de haereticis ' the bishops are ordered 
every year, either by themselves or by their archdeacons, 
to go round their own dioceses and sedulously to inves- 
tigate if any one infected with heretical contagion lies 
concealed in it, but it is decreed in the same place that 
those who are slothful and negligent in expurging the 
diocese committed to them from this heretical plague, as 
being guilty of a weighty crime, be deposed from their 
office, as unworthy the pastoral ministry, and the same 
is decreed, tom. 5, coll. 22, Hardwin*8 Collections, We 
Mdll, therefore, and command, and strictly enjoin, in 
virtue of your obedience, that the bishops diligently 
watch through their dioceses, that they may efficiently 
perform their duty if they would wish to escape canonical 
vengeance ; for if any bishop shall have been negligent 
in purging from his diocese the leaven of heretical 
pravity, or be remiss when that shall have appeared on 
certain proofs, he shall both be deposed from the epis- 
copal office, and another be appointed in his place, a fit 
person, who both will and can confound heretical pra- 
vity. Nor by this tribunal of the inquisition, which was 
instituted by the apostolical chair, which began after 
the fourth Lateran council was concluded, in which cer- 
tainly no mention occurs of inquisitors delegated by the 
apostolical chair ; (Ludovico a Paramo treats of the 
origin of the sacred inquisition, lib. 2, tit. 1, cap. 2.) 
there is not, I say, by this any burthen withdrawn from 
the bishops or any power taken from them of making in- 
quisition against heretics, as Boniface YIII. eloquently 
declares in the 17th chap, of Heretics. We do not intend 
by this that the business of inquiring into heretical pra- 
vity, be generally delegated to any person or persons by 
the apostolical chair in any province, state, or diocese, so 
a< to prevent the diocesan bishops from V^^vw^ ^iSc^st \5^ 
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proceed against the same themselves by their ordinary 
authority, or delegated if they have it. But they can 
and ought, just as before to bestow all their diligence to 
banish this pest from their diocese wherever it be, and 
only to take care that they do not hinder the inquisitors 
of the faith, delegated by the apostolical chair, where 
they are appointed from discharging their duty, but th«y 
ought, with equal zeal and concord of heart, to devote 
themselves to such a salutary work, according to the 
manner prescribed in the same chapter, in Extrav. Bon. 
XI. c. 1. de haeret." 

This is the immediate authority referred to in the 
canon law, and that the public may have the full docu- 
ments before them, the following is the 3rd canon of the 
4th Lateran Council, quoted as the infallible authority 
here, which Dr. Murray and Dr. Doyle revive and esta- 
blish in 1832, while they sworn in 1825 that it was not 
in force in Christendom : 



Third Canon of the Fourth Lateran Council, 

^' We excommunicate and anathematize every heresy 
which exalteth itself against this holy, orthodox, and 
Catholic faith, which we have set forth above ; condemn- 
ing all heretics, by whatsoever names they may be re- 
cognized ; who have indeed divers faces, but their tails 
are bound together, for they make agreement in the same 
folly. 

'' Let such persons, when condemned, be left to the 
secular powers who may be present, or to their officers, 
to be punished in a fitting manner, those who are of the 
clergy, being first degraded from their orders ; so that 
the goods of such condemned persons, being laymen, 
shall be confiscated : but in the case of clerks, be applied 
to the churches from which they received their stipends. 

'' But let those who are only marked with suspicion, 
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be smitten with the sword of an anathema, and shunned 
by all men until they make proper satisfaction, unless, 
aceording to the grounds of suspicion and the quality of 
the person, they shall have demonstrated their inno- 
cence by a proportionate purgation. So that if any shall 
persevere in excommunication for a twelvemonth, thence- 
forth they shall be condemned as heretics. And let the 
secular powers, whatever offices they may hold, be in- 
duced and admonished, and, if need be, compelled by 
ecclesiastical censures, that as they desire to be account- 
ed faithful, they should, for the defence of the faith, 
publicly set forth an oath, that to the utmost of their 
power they will strive to exterminate from the lands 
under their jurisdiction all heretics who shall be de- 
nounced by the church ; so that whensoever any person 
is advanced, either to spiritual or temporal power, he 
be bound to confirm this decree with an oath. But if 
any temporal lord, being required and admonished by the 
church, shall neglect to cleanse his country of this hereti- 
cal filth, let him be bound with the chain of excommunica- 
tion by the metropolitan and the other co -provincial 
bishops. And if he shall scorn to make satisfaction within 
a year, let this be signified to the Supreme Pontiff; that, 
thenceforth, he may declare his vassals to be absolved 
from their fidelity to him, and expose his land to be occu- 
pied by the Catholics, who, having exterminated the here- 
tics, may, without contradiction, possess it, and preserve 
it in purity of faith, saving the right of the chief lord, so 
long as he himself presents no difficulty and offers no hin- 
drance in this matter ; the same law, nevertheless, being 
observed concerning those who have not lords in chief. 

*' But let the Catholics, who, having taken the sign of 
the cross, have girded themselves for the extermination 
of the heretics, enjoy the same indulgence, and be 
armed with the same privilege, as is conceded to those 
who go to the assistance of the Holy Land. 

" But we who believe, decree aUo, \ft s\j\4\wX\si ^"*-- 
communicatioD, the receiveTS, tXie ^^IctAfcx^, ^^ -^w^- 
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tors of the heretics ; firmly determining that if any gne 
after he has been marked with excommunication, shall 
refuse to make satisfaction within a twelvemonth, he be 
thenceforth of right in very deed infamous, and be not 
admitted to public offices or councils, nor to elect for any 
thing of the sort, nor to give evidence. Let him also be 
intestable, so as neither to have power to bequeath nor 
to succeed to any inheritance. 

" Moreover, let no man be obliged to answer him in any 
matter, but let him be compelled to answer others. If haply 
he be a judge, let his sentence have no force, nor let any 
causes be brought for his hearing. If he be an advocate, 
let not his pleading be admitted. If a notary, let the instru- 
ments drawn up by him be invalid, and be condemned with 
their damned author. And we charge that the ssunh be 
observed in similar cases. But if he be a clerk, let him be 
deposed from every office and benefice, that where there is 
tbegreatest fault, thegreatestvengeance maybe exercised. 
*' But if any shall fail to shun such persons after they 
have been pointed out by the church, let them be com- 
pelled, by the sentence of excommunication, to make 
fitting satisfaction. Let the clergy by no means administer 
the sacraments of the church to such pestilent persons, 
nor presume to commit them to Christian burial, nor re- 
ceive their alms or oblations ; otherwise let them be de- 
prived of their office, to which they must not be restored 
without the special indulgence of the apostolic see.^' 

" We add, moreover, that every archbishop or bishop, 
either himself or by his archdeacon, or by persons of 
repute, should twice, or at least once a-year, go round 
his own diocese in which it is reported that heretics 
reside, and there he shall compel Ihree or more credible 
witnesses, or if it shall appear expedient, the whole 
neighbourhood to be sworn ; that if any one shall know 
heretics there, or any worshipping in sebret conventicles, 
or dissenting in life or manners from the conversation 
of the faithful, he may carefully point them out to the 
bishop. But the bishop himseU shaW e\\.^ \)^^ ^^^xxs^d 



into his presence; who, unless he shall have purged 
himself from the crime with which he is accused, or if 
after having been purged, he shall have relapsed into 
his former defection, he shall be punished canonically. 
But if any of those rejecting the sacredness of an oath, 
by a damnable obstinacy, shall be unwilling to swear ; 
on this account alone they shall be regarded as heretics. 

" We will, therefore, and command, and, in virtue of 
obedience, we strictly ordain that bishops, for the pur-* 
pose of effectually discovering these things, watch dili- 
gently over their dioceses, if they wish to escape canoni- 
cal vengeance. 

** But if any bishop be negligent or remiss in purging 
his diocese from the leaven of heretical pravity, when 
this shall be apparent by indubitable proofs, he shall be 
displaced from his episcopal office, and another fit per- 
-fton substituted in his place, who is willing and able to 
confound heretical pravity.*' 

This is the third canon of the fourth Lateran council, 
the canon cited in Dr. Murray's Canon Law, published 
in 1832, to direct the visitation of bishops, as appointed 
by their statutes, published in 1881. 

Let every man of common intellect compare the 
Diocesan Statutes which these bishops have enacted, 
with the code of canon law which these bishops have 
published, and if he cannot see the facts as they lie 
befcH^ bis eyes, it would be a hopeless taste to point 
them out to him. 

The last quotation which the Editor will make, is on 
tbe subject of the priest's dues, which, as they are laid 
down in these Statutes, may serve to illustrate the truth 
of tbe voluntary system of popery. As the subject is 
interesting to the public, and some Voluntaries who do 
not understand Latin may like to see the happy coin- 
cidence between principle and practice, they shall have 
fbe whole chapter. 

d2 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

OF COLLECTING THE DUES. 

Since in the commencement of these Statutes are. r&- 
cit^d those words of the Apostle by which we are ad- 
monished '' to feed the flock of God which is among us, 
not from compulsion, but willingly, not for filthy lucre, 
but of a ready mind ; ** — And since we must now speak 
of the contributions of the faithful, or as they are called, 
the dues by which the life of the clergy is supported, 
both of their amount and of the best mode of collecting 
them ; profoundly thinking how truly difficult it is to 
reconcile the right of a just compensation which the 
clergy justly claim to themselves (juste sibi vindicant) 
with the spirit of postponing their own emolument, by 
which at any time, and under any circumstances, the 
priests ought to be guided ; — We have judged it ex- 
pedient to admonish our priests beloved in Christ, that 
they should with the greatest confidence always trust 
that heavenly Father '* who giveth us all things richly to 
enjoy,*' and that never, overcome by the malice or injus- 
tice of men, they should depart from that charity which 
*' beareth all things, and which seeketh not her own," 
but that in the collection of their just dues they should 
study so to act, that even the unjust and perverse may 
be compelled to confess that we do not rule by means 
of that faith, or office, which we dischaige, but are 
helpers of their hope, and while we minister unto them 
from those heavenly treasures, that each of us may be 
able truly to say, " I seek not your's, but you." 

Therefore following in the steps of Christ and his 

Apostle, and being chiefly anxious to remove from our 

clergy as well all opportunity of error as to provide 

for the just compensation in such a manner as tiiat 
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the poyerty of the people in this time of distress may 
not be more heavy, but by no means desiring to restrain 
the munificence of the faithful towards their clergy on 
any occasion, but only looking to this that the clergy 
may not transgress these principles of the Divine law 
which we have stated above, we command that in col- 
lecting their dues the following rules may he accurately 
observed. 

We have not judged it necessary to appoint any cer- 
tain rule for the dues of the rich. We hope that they, 
according to their piety, will contribute to the suitable 
support of their respective pastors in a manner corres- 
ponding with their own rank and more ample fortune. 

Those who being employed in business, or in farming, 
enjoy a certain abundance of means, and are in good 
reputation and estimation among their neighbours, 
let them be bound to pay the dues which are marked 
below, (solvere teneantur) on occasion of receiving the 
sacraments, or when any office of religion or piety is 
discharged for them by their pastor. 

After the celebration of baptism, let 5s. be paid; 

After the solemnization of matrimony, 40s. 

For licence to be married, 10s. 

On occasion of mass for the dead, when the body is 
present, and when the office and mass are not sung, 10s. 

But when the office and mass are sung, let 15s. be 
paid to the parish priest, and 10s. to each of the other 
priests, unless in those places where the custom of pay- 
ing a less sum is in force. But if any priest, although 
he is present at the Divine office, does not celebrate 
mass in the same day in the house of the deceased, or 
in the place where the office is sung, let him receive 5s. 

For private masses, let the payment be 2s. not less. 

When the sacrament of extreme unction is given, let 
nothing be demanded by the priest, but if anything is 
TOlantarily offered, it may be taken. 

Where it is customary to make cotk\3\V^\)^ioxL% ^S\.^^ 
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matrimony, we oommand that they be free and spon- 
taneous, and we strictly order that nothing, under any 
pretext whatever, be received in the tribunal of penanc««i 

As to those who with great labour and industry pro« 
eure a poorer subsistence for themselves and their: 
families, let them pay the dues which follow, naiaely. 

After the administration of baptism, 2s. 6d. 

After the solemnization of matrimony, 20s. 

For licence to be married, 5s. 

After mass for the dead when the body is present, Ss* 

From those who appear to be altogether paupers, let' 
nothing be exacted, but if they offer anything willing^ 
it may be received. 

Since it is the custom to collect dues at the stations 
of confessions, by which the life of the priests is chiefly 
maintained, and since this custom of getting money at 
the very time in which the minds of ail present ought U> 
be solely occupied with divine things, brings no small 
inconvenience, we earnestly exhort the clergy, that in^ 
stead of this they substitute a custom wbic^ already. 
obtains in some part of this province, and which we cii* 
tirely approve and commend to our cleigy. According 
to that custom, one or two men of integrity are chosen 
from each village of the country parishes, who after the 
feasts of Epiphany and our Loid's Ascension, each year; 
collect from all who are able to pay those dues which it 
has been customary to collect at stations, and give tk»nk 
to the priests ; but wherever this laudable custom doeSi 
not as yet prevail, we command that the; dues at th^ 
Stations may be collected in the following manner* 
^ After the celebration of mass, (and we strictly com-« 
mand that at the stations the mass be never omiUted,) 
and when celebrating he shall have given thanks i^i^r 
the mass, according to custom, Jet the priest» or the pur- 
son who acts for him, invite ike bystandecs to offer their 
accustomed dues upon the altar. But neither while thOi 
coJJectiona are being made, nor before nor after, let^pjr ' 
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iodMdaal be reproached or put to shame on account 
of the non-paymeiit of dues, lest our holy religion, or 
its wyateries, or its ministers, be deprived of suitable 
reverence; lest the faithful, especially those i^ho are 
poor among them, be compelled to blush, or lest they 
altogether desert from the sacrament of reconciliation, 
or approach without suitable dispositions to the body of 
the Lord. 

So far we have proceeded in defining the sum of the 
dues which may be exacted (qua exi^i postunt)^ and we 
ha^e iq>pointed a rule to be equally observed by all 
(regnlamfue itatuimuSf ah omnibtis tequaliter aervandum,) 
but we do not hence place limits to the munificence or 
piety of those who of their own accord and without 
complaint wish to offer more. 

The Clergy perceive that in this aforesaid schedule of 
does we have not treated of some fortuitous emolu* 
ments, which although they may be uncertain, as to the 
sumsy and as to the mode of collecting them, are never- 
theless approved and established by ancient custom. 
About these we will that the same moderation and the 
same charity be altogether preserved. Finally, watching 
over the command of the Lord, *' freely ye have received^ 
freely give;'' and taking care lest it should in any 
manner or occasion be violated, we forbid, under pain 
of suspension, that, in administering the sacraments or 
imparting any blessing, any of our priests exact his dues 
by the withholding of his ministration. Let him require 
that which is ratified by law and custom, not introduced 
by him, but lawfully approved. But let him take care 
in alt things, lest he afflict with shame those who are 
labouring under poverty or oppressed with misery, by 
exaeting money from them, lest the gospel seem to be 
sold to them, or Christ brought into reproach. 

< (Nor will it be inopportune on this occasion to make 
melitioii of an ancient custom of oc^lecting eom at the 
hottses of die faitb&l; wtiiQli ^ffUKtoim \ci^ Vv» xv^t^Vcv 



those times when yolantary poyerty brought no disj^race 
either to the ministry itself, or to those who suppeited 
themselves by begging from door to door. But that 
custom, in these times and in this country, where Ca- 
tholics live mixed with those who are not Catholics, 
brings no small offence to many. We therefore ear- 
nestly desire that this custom may be changed into an- 
other more suitable to the manners of this kingdom. 
Meantime we exhort in the Lord all the clergy, as well 
the regulars as the seculars, that they should procure 
such gains not by themselves, but by some honest and 
decent servant deputed by them to this work.*' 

Note. 

Here now we have the full table of law laid down, by 
Dr. Murray and his provincial bishops, for the voluntary 
support of the Romish priests. Here then can be no 
mistake—all is plain and clear. Now let us just ob- 
serve three things. 

First, the sources of their revenue. 

Second, the fees fixed, to be derived, or probably de- 
rived from those sources. 

Third, how far they are voluntary or compulsory. 

First, then, as to the sources of revenue, we have — 

1. Baptisms. 

2. Marriage fees. 

3. Licenses for marriages. 

4. Masses for the dead, sung. 

5. Masses for the dead, not sung. 

6. Private masses. 

7. Collections after marriage from friends. 

8. Dues at Stations. 

9. Fortuitous emoluments of different sorts, not de- 
tailed, but established by custom. 

10. Collecting corn from the people. . 
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We have here ten distinct sonrces of revenue expli- 
citly laid down by the highest authority. 

Let us now consider, 

SeciMidly, the fees fixed to be derived from these 
sources : — 

1. Baptism— shopkeepers and fanners 5 

Do« poor labourers 2 6 

2. Marriages — shopkeepers and farmers 2 

3. Licenses for do... ., 10 

Marriages for poor labourers 10 

Licenses for do 5 

4. Masses for dead sung, to shopkeepers and 

farmers — parish priest 15 

Every other priest 10 

Any other priest present who does not offi- 
ciate 5 

5. Masses, not sung 10 

Masses for dead — to poor labourers 5 

6. Private masses 2 

7. Collections after marriages — these must be volun- 
tary according to the stations of the parties, they may 
vary from ^l to £100, or more. 

8. Dues at stations — these Dr. Murray informs us are 
the chief support of the priests ; they cannot be called 
Toluntary, for custom makes them compulsory ; they are 
contributed by every person who can give any thing, 
and vary from one shilling to ^ve, as the Editor is in- 
formed, say the lowest average from the population of 
Ireland who attend stations and confessions.... 1 6 

9. Fortuitous emoluments of these, at least one great 
source of revenue, is masses for delivering the souls 
from purgatory of those who are dead and buried, left 
either by will or given by relations of deceased, or, what 
is very common, given by the poor creatures themselves, 
for masses before they die, and to benefit their souls 
when they are gone, — of these it is impossible to calcu- 
late the amount. 
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10. The collecting of corn from the people. This is 
sometimes commuted for money, and is Talned at Is. 6d^ 
per hoase, or more. 

We come now to consider. 

Thirdly, how far these dues are Tolantary or comp«l« 
sory. 

It is Tcry true that Dr. Murray speaks most properly 
of charity and moderation in their exaction, but no one 
who ever reads these statutes can for a moment confound 
this with a Toluntary system. What are the terms he 
uses ? 

*^ T/ie right of due compensation^ which the clergy j^^hf 
claim for themselves.** '' Collecting just dues/* providing 
for their just compensation. 

'^ Let them be bound to pay (solvere teneantur) the dues 
which are marhed beloWy on occasion of receiving the sacra- 
ment," and 

*' Let them pay the dues which follow : *' 

" We have gone so far in defining the sum of the does 
which may be EXACTED (qua exigi possunt) and *' we 
appoint a rule to be equally observed by all" 

Here are the regulations for this voluntary systemj w^ 
far as the poor and the middling classes of Ireland are 
concerned ; there are, indeed, a set of voluntaries per^* 
mitted, but who are they? They are the rich, to whom 
it is left as a matter of discretion what they are to pay, — 
not that they are not expected and bound to pay sums 
equal to those exacted from the rest, but because it is 
thrown on their munificence, their piety, their honour, to 
pay a vast deal more, and they are deceived and blinded 
by the principle that in proportion to their contributions 
to the priests they may hope for rewards and salvation 
for their souls. 

But now the question arises, what is tbe penalty under 
whieh these sums are exacted, and how are the people 
taught that they are to pay these dues to their priests. Tbe 
chief instructor on this point and the chief enforcer of tbe 



xliii 

laws laid down in these statutes is that admirable instita- 
tion, THE National Board of Education ! Under its 
fostering care, while the scriptures are carefully excluded, 
the catechisms sanctioned by the board convey instruc- 
tions not to be mistaken by the people, and enforce these 
regulations of the priesfs dues, with a power infinitely 
more efficacious than Her majesty's Court of Exchequer. 
There are three simple principles in these catechisms 
which definitely settle the question : — 

1. That there are certain laws of the church, as obli- 
gatory as the laws of God. 

2. That to violate these laws is mortal sin. 

3. That those who die in mortal sin go to hell. 

One of these laws is to pay the priest, and these ques- 
tions and answers following will speedily determine 
the case. They are taken from one of the three cate- 
chisms taught under the sanction of the National Board, 
and the same questions and answers are in them all. — 
Batter's Catechism, 26th Edition. 

Question. Say the six commands of the church. 

Answer. The fifth is— To contribute to the support 
of our pastors, p. 48. 

Q. Do the precepts of the church oblige, under pain 
of mortal sin ? 

A. Yes ; he that will not hear the church, says Christ, 
let him be to thee as the heathen and the publican. 
Luke X. 16. — Matt, xviii. 17. p. 51. 

Q. Where shall they go who die in mortal sin ? 

A. To hell for all eternity, p. 34. 

These simple questions and answers, diligently taught 
the people of Ireland, leave the power of exacting the 
dues of which Dr. Murray speaks in his statutes, exactly 
co-extensive with the belief of the people in the autho- 
rity of the church of Rome, and the power of the priests 
to promote or prevent the salvation of their immortal 
souls. 
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STATUTORUM DIOECESANORUM. 



PRO(£MIUM. 



'* Pervetus illad institatiim est, tarn sanctoram nsa, 
tarn Ecclesiae auctoritate comprobatnm, ut quae sacer- 
dotalem, clericalemqtie disciplinam, officia et partes 
ejus, maxime attingnnt, ea, certis monitionibns compre- 
hensa, ab Episcopo in synodis clero proponantur." * 

Cujus institati ratione atqae exemplo nos adducti, 
leges plarimas et statuta, non solum in h&c provincia 
Dubliniensi, sed etiam in aliis regionibus, diversis tern- 
poribus, lata, percarrimiis ; usus et consuetndines Eccle- 
siamm totius regni, in quantum potuimus, diligenter 
perscrutati fuimus; ex eis qnaecumque optima nobis 
videbantur selegimus, et nostra qnaedam propria adje- 
cimos; ita ut patrum nostrorum yestigiis insistentes, 
limites ab iis positos, rar6 tant&m transgrederemur, sed 
potius eorum spiritu dncti, atque sapientia et experi- 
entia quibus praefulgebant instructi, gregem Domini 
nobis commissnm pasceremns, '* infirmum consolidare- 
mus, segrotnm sanaremus, confractum alligaremus, ab- 

> Mod. S. Car. Act, Eccl.'NL€A.. 
B 
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jectam redaceremus, et quod perierat, quaereremns;"' 
non alitor onim iram Domini effugere, Pastoribus Israel 
alio tempore concessum est. Aocipite, ergo, Adm. Rev. 
Fratres in Christo, charissimi et dilectissimi, boo opus, 
cora et labore non modico Antistitnm, bujas proTinciae 
confectum, in pignus maximi quem erga tos gerimns 
amoris, et indefessae solicitndinis qua rebus saciis, et 
fidei deposito nobis commisso, invigilamus. Jungamus, 
cbarissimi, dexteras, et curemus at inter nos '' qui mys- 
teriorum Dei Disppnsatores sumus, fidelis quis inveni- 
atur."* " Pascamns qui in nobis est gregem Dei, 
proyidentes non coacte sed spontanee secundum Deum, 
neque turpis lucri gratia sed yoluntarie : neque ut do- 
minantes in cleris, sed forma facti gregb ex animo, ut 
cum apparuerit Princeps pastorum, percipiamus et 
nos, (servi quamvis inutiles) immarcescibilam gloriae 
ooronam.*' ' 

1 Ezek. xzxiv. 4. > i Cor. iv. 9. 3 i Pet. v. 2, 9, 4. 
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CAPITULUM PRIMUM, 



DE VITA ET HONE STATE CLERICORUM. 

*' Nihil est qaod alios magis ad pietatem, et Deicaltum 
assidn^ instrnat, quam eorum yita et exemplam, qui 
se divino uunisterio dedicarant, cam enim a rebus seculi 
in altiorem sablati locum conspiciantur, in eos, tanqnam 
in specalum, reliqni oculos conjiciunt ex iisque sument 
quod imitentnr. Quapropter sic decet omnimo clericos 
in sortem domini Tocatos, vitam, moresque suos omnes 
componere, at habita, gesta, incessa, sermone, aliisqae 
rebus omnibus, nil nisi grave, moderatum, ac religione 
plenum prae se ferant : levia etiam delicta, quae in lis 
maxima essent, effugiant, ut eorum actiones, cunctis 
afferant venerationem." ^ 

*' Quapropter' moneant Episcopi suos clericos, quo- 
cumque ordine fuerint, ut conversatione, sermone et 
scientia, commisso sibi Dei populo praeeant, memores 
ejus quod scriptum est : Sancti estote quia et ego sanctus 
sum ; et juxta Apostoli yocem, neminident ullam offen- 
sionem, ut non yituperetur ministerium eorum ; sed in 
omnibus exhibeant se sicut ministros Dei, ne illud pro- 
phetaB dictum impleatur in iis: Sacerdotes ejus poU- 
uerunt sanctum, injust^ egerunt contra legem/^ 

** Hinc, Fratres et Filii in Christo charissimi," inquit 

1 Cone. Trid. Sess. 22. de Ref. c. 1. 

2 Ibid. Sess. 14. de Ref.Pxoo&m. 
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S. Carolds > ** memores perpetuo estote Tocationis qu& 
Tos dignatas est Dominas noster. Qnk assidaa recorda- 
tione, memoriaqne excitati, earn tos yirtatem indnite, 
at videant alii quasi lumen aliquod, Testram sanctitatenr 
elucere. Quae si magna, in aliis vitae Christianise insti- 
tutis requiritur, cert^ in Yobis, qui mysteriorum Dei 
ministri, divinaeque gratiae dispensatores estis, major 
inesse debet. £t sicut ordine sacro k reliquis homini-^' 
bus sejuncti estis, ita et k eommunis fidelium vitae usv 
sejuncti, praecipnum quoddam, atque hoc praestantins 
Vivendi genus sequimini, quo ordinis dignitate prae* 
cellitis. 

'' Caelestem in terns vitam, tanquam angeli Dei^ 
moribus vestris exprimere usque adeo studete, at a' 
vobisy divinarum virtutum exempla ad caeteros emanent. 
Una animi contentione, unoque spiritu in lis elaborate, 
uf divino cultui, et coelestium rerum meditationibas, et 
oration], et sacrarum ecclesiasticarumque literarum 
studiis vacetis ; turn depositis saecularibus vanisque so- 
licitndinibus, ab onmi vitio alieni, in via Domini recte 
ambuletis. 

^* Caritatem imprimis, quae seminarium est omnium 
virtutum, omni studio ampleotimini ; humilitatem, man- 
suetudinem, patientiam, justitiam, temperantiam, ofB- 
ciaque Christianae pietatis reliqua, oolite. Quaecumque 
denique vera, quaecumque pudica, quaecumque sancta ac 
religiosa, ea cogitate, eaque agite. Virtutes sanctorum 
patrum, quas praecipuas, et quasi haereditarias vobis ad 
imitationem reliquerunt, non adnmbrare solum, sed, 
omnin6 exprimere certatim contendite. Utque illi, sic 
vos, abstinentiae et jejuniis dediti, clericalis discipHnae 
ac vitae castissimae studiosi, tum patriae coelestis sitientes, 
Deo servire assiduis divinarum laudnm officiis et in 
Ecclesia quasi in perpetua vestra sacerdotali clerica- 
lique statione, constanter versamini. 

> Mod. Cone Med. ir. 
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>^ Ab omni splendido apparata, pompaque ssecalari 
aibslioete. Imagines, domi, non profanas, sed eas bar 
bete, quae pietatis et religionis argninentam et adju- 
mentam pnebeant In omni vita, a fasto, loxu, ambitu» 
ambitioneve, et a vanitate» longe refugite. Ne irerbis 
quidem praescriptam vitae modum penrertite. Nihil 
seoiriliter, nihil indecoram, nihil tarpiter loqaaminj. 
Absint a vobis maledicta, obtrectationes, curiositas, 
levitas, advlationes, et nogas. Temperantiae clericalis 
4iscq>linam vobis pnescriptam in reliquis etiam omnino 
tenete. Commesationes, compotationes, convivia pub- 
lijca, laiealiave turn maxima in quibas mulieres inter- 
ainty evitate. Arma abjicite; saBCularibos negotiis ne 
VQS implicate. A cujusvis generis mercatara questuosa, 
omni negotiatione, praediorum condactione prorsus ca* 
yete. Ne pecaniae, lacrive avidi sitis, nemo enim potest 
Deo servire et Mammonas.'^ 

'* De mundo non estis/' ait Christus Apostolis, ** sed 
ego elegi vos de mundo/' ^ Clerici igitur cum de 
mnndo in sortem Domini sint vocati, et ejus serritio 
speciali modo addicti, semper ante oculos habere de- 
bent, praeceptum Apostoli, qui non sinit eos " qui Deo 
militant implicare se negotiis saecularibos/' ' Eodem 
spirita ducti, rectores Ecclesiae omnem speciem mer- 
catnrae quaBstuosae, clericis interdixere, ideoque nos 
amovere cupientes k Presbyteris illam speciem mun- 
dani quaestus cui quidam ex iis sunt obnoxii, prohibe- 
mns, ne quis parochus in posterum conducat plusquam 
qnindecim agri jugera, sub poena suspensionis ab officio. 
Vicariis ver6 non licet conducere domum quas annexum 
hfJbet quidquid terras praeter hortum, et si nequeant 
habitare cum pastore, necesse erit ut domus in qua 
habitare velint, ab Ordinario aut Vicario Generali ap- 
probetur. Omnibus clericis (exceptis Presbyteris tan- 
tum parochias in qua nundinae habentur) prohibetur 

1 Joan XT. 10. % ^tSxsu ^i. ^. 
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nundinis publicis adesse, sine expressa licentia Ordi- 
narii, vel Yicarii, pro unaqaaque vice obtiDenda. 

PrsBcipimus etiam clericis, ut abstineant ab omni loco 
ubi ladi pablici fiunt, praecipu^ vero, k venatione cla- 
mosa ; k carsu publico equoram ; k theatomm pabH- 
corum spectaculis ; et a publicis choreis. Publicis 
laicoram conviviis non intersint, nisi aliquod opus 
charitatis, aut aliqua functio ministerii id requirat : et 
cum ob bujusmodi causam adsint, memores sint yer- 
borum Apostoli ^ '' exemplum esto fidelinm in vecbo, in 
conversatione, in caritate, in fide, in castitate/' nee 
longius quam necesse sit ibidem morentur. De con- 
yiviis bujusmodi baud inutile erit bic memorare quae 
mandat Oonc. iv. Later.' ''A crapul^ et ebri^tate 
omnes clerici diligenter abstineant, unde irinum sibi 
temperent, et se vino ; nee ad bibendum quispiam 
incitetur, cum ebrietas et mentis inducat exilinm, et 
libidines proTOcet incentivum. Si quis autem super his 
culpabilem se exbibuerit, nisi, a superiore admonitns, 
satisfecerit competenter, k beneficio vel officio suspen- 
datur." 

Quoniam (ut meminit Cone. Trid.^) res ipsa, et com- 
munis fidelium omnium offensio, et summum clericalis 
militiae dedecus testantur, quam tnrpe et clericorum 
nomine indignum sit, in impudicitise sordibus veraari, 
clerici, speciali ratione obligantur evitare non solum 
peccatum ipsum, sed omnem ejus occasionem, et quid- 
quid suspicioni ulli tarn exitiosae culpse locum daret 
Semper itaque Ecclesia, ab omni periculo adeo deflendi 
delicti, clericos servare solicita, omnem inutilem cam 
foeminis conversationem, et multo magis omne famiiiare 
consortium clericis vetat. Nee pietas mnliemm illarom 
quse nobis amicitise sint conjunctse, excusationem afferro 
potest, nam, ut notat Sanctus Augustinns, quamris 
eastitas serrari potest, fama tamen in tali commercio 

J 1 Tim. iv, 12. J Can. \5. * .^e&%. %. de Ref» c. 14. 
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non raro Iseditar. Rect6 etiam addit, Yen. Pater, sacer- 
dotem, qui ex impmdentia solum, etiamsi innocens 
criminis sit, suspicion! locum prsebet, idem omnin6 
malum in populo efficere, ac si ver^ reus esset. Clericus 
ciqus castitas in suspicionem incidit, inhabilis ad sacra 
mnnia digne implenda efficitur. Immunditise peccatum 
nimis freqnentnr in grege grassatur, et ''si sal evan- 
uerit," si ille per quern populus corrigenduS et sanandus 
sit, si ipse sacerdos, aut reus credatnr, aut quod pejus 
est, reus reirera sit, nee fiduciam ad alios admonen- 
dos, nee auctoritatem ad plebem corrigendam, habere 
poterit. 

^ Quamvis igitur merito gloriamur de antiqua et bene 
nota castitate clericorum nostrorum, in omnibus tamen 
conformes esse sententiae \en. Augustini cupientes, 
|H:secipimus, ut foemina quae curam habeat domus et 
lamiliae sacerdotis, semper sit provectae aetatis et pro- 
batsB Tirtutis. 

; Quoniam clericis aliqnando expedit, sseculares, iri- 
sitandi gratia, adire, et eos domi recipere consilia SS. 
Hieronymi et Gregorii Magni perpetuo ante oculos 
habeant. 

" Hospitium tuum aut rar6 aut numquam mulierum 
pedes atterant ; omnes puellas ac virgines Christi, aut 
tequaliter ignora, ant ^qualiter dilige. Ne sub eodem 
tecto cum illis mansites, nee in propria castitate con- 
fidas. Nee Davide sanctior, nee Sampsone fortior, 
nee Salamone potes esse sapientioe." * 
r " Yiduarum ac virginum domos, nisi visitandi gratia, 
Bon est opus adire, et hoc cum senioribus, vel si gravior 
est causa, cum presbyteris. Quid necesse est, ut demus 
MBCularibns obtrectandi locum? Quid necesse est ut 
illie quoque ^ isitationes crebrae accipiant auctoritatem ? 
Quid si aliqua illarum forte labatur? Cur alieni lapsus 
subeas invidiam ? Quam multos etiam fortes, illecebra 

1 S. Hier. Sp, ttdlX«pQlt. 




ct aMMes MMlnM, €mm doetriaa ct #!»i«^iiifc Chiisli et 
ApcMtolonm. JostaB qjudeai csl, «t ** qn altui dcMi^ 
vnmt, CUB ahari pitkipcMt,^ ct Donnras OTdiasvit 
lis qui ETangdiiim annawtiant, de ** evaiigefio ▼iViNe.''' 
Sed aeque IkMmns ovdinaHt, aeqiie jostom est, nt 
Mndstii efas pfau reqinnuit «|aafli Yictam deeentem et 
eoHTeneBtcfli. ^ Habeates afimanta et qaOiaa t^ mmu r, 
kk," ah Apoalolas* ''cimteiiti snias." Nee unqvaoi 
_«^.^_.._. ^^QBiis^ {M^aloB nobis cowmisBiim gnnraii 



■ngidsoiienlNismahaqiiedeiiiimi ^estate; ctcbaiitati 
CHiiistiaiHe OMnino lepusaue, at Ministii epos, qui non 
baliiiit abi ciypat leclinaiet, Tireieiit ia delieiis, ant 
etiam eoaunoda bii|BS yritm compaiaieBt, ex inco mm o- 
dis eonuB qni ndseni panpotate deoMignntnr. Notan- 
dsBi etiam oUationes 4 popnlo fiurtas pro sastentatioM 
derieOTnm, ex natma saa Tolantarias esse debcve; et 
saceidatem, qai eas tanqaam stricto jme deUtas, i%ide 
exigoety nan pempere ea quae snnt ^iiitns Des, nee 
panpCTtatem Christi gm n la i L 

Itemm atqae itenan pensanda snnt Terim apoaialL 
** Qni Tolnnt dirites fieri, incidnnt in tentationan et in 

1 8. Greg. lib. L Dial. > tCor.riii. 9. 

^ J Cor, ix, MI, 44, 4lTfal.TL8, » I Tta-Tk 9— 11. 
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l|M}«eiim diaboliy et desideria multa inatilia et m 
qme Bieigant homines in interitam et perdil 
Radix enim omnium malomm est cnpiditas, quam 
dam appelates errayeront a fide, et ingeraerant se 
dc^wbos moHis. Tu autem, o homo Dei, haee fog^ 
seetare vero jnstitiam, pietatem, fidem, charitatem, 
patientiam, mansnetudinem/' Seri6 igitar meditentat 
el<Mici, nummi amorem etiam in laicis cnlpandnm, maltD 
magia deformem esse in ipsis, qui parvo vivere debent 
^Otttenti, quiqae Domino in haereditatem snmpto, non 
msi ejus migorem gloriam, ac salutem animarum, sua 
sacra professione qusBreie tenentnr. Si juxtaApostolnm, 
bl, qui ayaritia ducuntur, in desideria nociya et inutilia, 
QQ^e meigont homines in interitum incidunt, quanto 
ma^ hi, qui dona caelestia peroeperunt, ut eadem gratis 
impendant, cselestem iram yix ac ne yix quidem eyadere 
poterant, si mysteria divina, sacramenta scilicet Christi 
venalia exhibeant. 

'' Ayaritia,'' ut docet Chrysostomns, '' omnes qui ei 
seryiunt crudeies efficit atque feroces. Ita enim indurat 
cor sacerdotis, ut nemini parcat, nemini compatiator, 
yidoam opprimat, pupillum inyadat, pauperem aggrayet^ 
nemini succurrat, a quo lucrum non sperat. 

'* Per ayaritiam," inquit S. Gregorius, ''pastor in 
kipum conyertitur, et k propriis oyibus rapit, pro quibus 
vitam suam dare oportet. £t sic dum in fallaci confi* 
dentia et quiete recumbit, maledictio Altissimi jam pro* 
nunciata est : yae pastoribus qui pascebant semetipsosl 
Bonne greges k pastoribus pascuntur, sed cum austeritate 
Imperabatis eis, et cum potential Yae pastoribus qui 
dtsperdunt et dilacerant gregem pascuae meae, dicit Do* 
lunns'ecce ego yisitabo super yos malitiam studiorum 
yestrorum/' 

C4m inordinatus amor consanguineorum et propin- 
qnorum sit prascipua causa ayaritiae in Clericis, et cum 
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diversis temporibus multa et gravia mala in Ecelesia 
excitaTerit, non inittile erit hie inserere quae concilium 
Trident, praecipit. *' Clericis omnino interdicitar ne ex 
redditibus Ecclesiae consangineos, familiaresve sues, 
aogere studeant, com et Apostolorum canones prohi- 
beant, ne res ecclesiasticas quae Dei sunt, consangaineis 
donent ; sed si pauperes sint, iis ut paaperibns distri" 
baant, eas antem nee distrahant nee dissipent illoram 
causa : im6 quam maxime protest eos S. Sy nodus 
monet, ut omnem humanum hunc, erga fratres, nepotes, 
prupinquosque, earn is affectum, unde mnltorum malorum 
in Ecclesia seminarium extat, penitus deponant." ' 

Itaque cum divina Lex praecipiat, et tam exemplum 
quam doctrina sanctorum aperte doceat, bona temporalia 
quas officiis Ecclesiasticis, aut ex sacri ministerii exer- 
citio proveniunt, non posse rect^ impendi, nisi in con- 
yenientem sustentationem Presbyteri, in hospitalitatem 
deeentem, et in bene ordinatae charitatis opera, tenore 
praeseutium declaramus, Nos, nee inter fratres nostros 
numerari, nee di^inis praemiis donari dignos reputare 
illos indignos sacerdotes, qui camis et sanguinis spirita 
ducti, aut mundano affectui cedentes, bona saero minis- 
terio acquisita, in alios quam usus supra memoratos 
impendant. 

Et ad praecavenda grairia scandalo quae aliquando post 
mortem sacerdotis ex dissidiis propinquorum exoriun- 
tur, praecipimus et mandamus, ut unusquisque ex nostris 
sacerdotibus testamentum suum condat, et ut aliquem 
prudentem presbyterum ejusdem dioeceseos, curatorem, 
(seu ut appellatur Executorem) constituat. Si tamen, 
quod minimi Teremur, aliquis presbyter hoc facere per- 
Ters^ omiserit, monemus eonfessarios, indignum ilium 
Sacerdotem k peceato suo nequaquam esse absolvendum, 
donee quod prascipitur impletum fuerit ; exeepto tantum 
in mortis artieulo, si tunc ipse inhabilis sit ad testamen- 
tum eondendum. 

1 Sess. XXV. de Ref. c. i. 
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QaamTis antem de testamentis ita decrevimus, atta- 
men duplici velut honore aBstimamas dignos presbyteros 
qui, zelo Dei, et decore domiks ejas, scilicet Ecclesiae, 
pleni, bona quas ipsis sant superflua, in pios asas, irel 
charitatis opera, dam vita saperest, largiri satagnnt. 

Deinque at intelligant clerici qaam grave onus con- 
scientiis Episcoporam imponitur, carandi ac providendi 
ut statata praedicta ab omnibas accarat^ et fideliter ser« 
ventar, Decretam Cone. Trid. hie inserere idoneom 
jadicavimos. 

'* Statait S. Synodes > ot qaas alias k sammis Pontifi- 
cibus, et k sacris conciliis, declericoram vita, honestate, 
calta, doctrinaqae retinenda, ac simal de laxo, com- 
messationibas, choreis, aleis, losibas, ac qaibascomqae 
criminibas, necnon de saecalaribas negotiis fagiendis, 
copies^ ac salabriter sancita faerant, eadem in posterom, 
iisdem poenis, Tel majoribas, arbitrio ordinarii impo- 
nendis, obsenratar: nee appellatio execationem banc, 
qasB ad moram correotionem pertinet, suspend at. Si 
qaa yero ex his in desaetudinem abiise compererint, ea 
qaamprimam in asam reirocari, et ab omnibas accurate 
castodiri stadeant ; non obstantibas consaetadinibus 
qmbascumque, ne sabditonim neglectae emendationis, 
ipsi, condignas, Deo vindice, poenas persolvant." 

1 Sees. xxU. de Ref. c. i. > 
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'' QUAMVis illud nonnulli affirmaveranty qaod S. Ber- 
nardos, commemorat : * Num de vestibus cura est Deo, 
et non magis de moribus.* Ecclesia tamen sing^are 
stadium semper impendit, at clerici, Testes dignitati saas 
consentaneas eligerent' Hinc inquiant Patres Triden- 
tini.* Quia vero etsi habitas non iacit monachom, 
oportet tamen clericos, vestes proprio cong^aentes or- 
dini, semper deferre, ut per decentiam habitiis extrin- 
seci, moram honestatem intrinsecam ostendant; tanta 
aatem bodie aliqaoram inolevit temeritas, religionisqae 
contemptus, ut propriam dignitatem, et honorem cleri- 
calem parvi pendentes, vestes etiam deferant public^ 
laicales, pedes in diirersis ponentis, unum in diirinis, 
alterum in camalibus: propterea omnes ecclesiastics 
personae, quantacumque exemptae, quae, aut in sacris 
fuerint, aut personatus, officia, aut beneficia qualia- 
cumque ecclesiastica obtinuerint, si postquam ab epis- 
copo suo, etiam per edictum publicum moniti fuerint, 
honestum babitum clericalem illorum ordini et dignitatl 
eongruentem, et juxta ipsius episcopi ordinationem et 
mandatum, non detulerint, per suspensionem ab ordi- 
nibus, ac officio et beneficio, ac fructibus, reditibus et 
proventibus ipsorum beneficiorum ; necnon si semel cor- 

1 Ben, ziT. last. 71. s Sess. 3dv. de Ref. c. 6. 
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repti, dena6 in hoc deliquerint, etiam per privationem 
officionim et beneficiomm hujasmodi, coerciri possint et 
debeant/' 

Formam habitAs clericalis definire oon intendimus. 
Habitn tamen honesto, non exquisito, non delicato ni- 
mis ; contra, non sordido, non neglecto utantar clerici. 
In omni vestitn color tantnm niger, vel subniger adhi- 
beatur: et sit semper amictos hujusmodi, ex qao eos 
esse ecclesiastici ordinis homines, facil6 ab omnibus 
dignosci possit ; ad quod assequendum non parum 
juirabit, si collar e, quod ft Benedicto XIV. nnncnpatur, 
" Sacerdotum insigne/'* " Presbyteris conyeniens,"' ab 
omnibus, ubique deferatnr. 

' Inftt. 34. 3 Inst. 71. 
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'* Labia sacerdotis custodiant scientiam, et legem re- 
quirent de ore ejus : " > *' et si repellat scientiam, repellet 
ilium Deus ne sacerdotio fungatur."^ Hinc ait Apostolus 
Paulus. '' Si quis yidetur propheta esse, aut spiritualis, 
cognoscat quae scribo Tobis, quia Domini sunt mandata. 
Si quis autem ignorat, ignorabitur.'*' 

'* Duo, inquit Benedictus XIY. certissima sunt : pri- 
mum quidem, Tbeologiae moralis scientiam illis omnino 
necessariam esse, qui tanquam parochi, aut sacerdotes 
pro administrando sacramentum paenitentias constituti, 
confessarii munere rit^ perfungi yelint: alterum, non 
satis esse, quod eandem facultatem aliquis percurrerit, 
perceperit, aut etiam palam docuerit, sed assidu^ ex- 
colendam, ut animo penitus defigantur ea quas dedicerit^ 
et nova semper documenta, quibus ea facultas plurimum 
aiQuit, comparentur." * 

Praecipimus itaque, ut singuli sacerdotes penes se 
habeant opus aliquod theologiae moralis, in quo soepe 
saepius, et si fieri protest etiam singulis diebus, unom 
saltem capitulum, irel titulum attent^ perlegant, ut hac 
frequenti lectione adjuti, conscientias populi sibi com- 

iMal.ii.7. ^ 0%%ft\v.^. 

3 1 Cor. xiy. 37, 3«. ^ \ii%X,'4\, 
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missi, pro quibus in die jadicii, rationem D6mino sant 
reddituri, melius derigere iraleant. 

De csetero, aadiamus monitum S. Caroli, ad Pres- 
byteros suos : *' Qaidqoid irero temporis, k divinis officiis, 
ab orationis contemplationisqae exercitatione, ab eccle- 
siasticis fanctioDibus, Tacuum habetis, non in otio, neque 
in desidia, neqae Yer6 in renun novaram curiositatibas, 
illad conterite. Sed cum in sortem Domini Tocati sitis, 
in ejus lege, die ac nocte, meditamini. Lectione libro- 
ram spiritualinm animos mentesque vestras pascite; 
qum iis, et praeceptorum ecclesiae cognitionem, et preces 
horarias recitandi peritiam, et ecclesiasticorum rituum 
ceremoniaramque notitiam, conjngite. Qnotidie aliquid 
ex sacris Bibiiis legite ; et si per ecclesiasticas occupa- 
tiones licet, aliquid etiam ex S.S. Patrum opusculis ; 
atque alios pneterea libros, de sacerdotalis, clericalisque 
vitse rationibus et officiis, de animarum cnra, de Chris- 
tiance pietatis studiis et exercitationibus, de aliisque 
ejasdem generis pi6 confectos, pras manibus habete, et 
ita legite, ut qusecumque ad vitse sanctae normam accom- 
modata ex illis animadirertitis ac didicistis moribus ex- 
primatis." ^ 

* Mod. in Act. Eccle. Med. 
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mm conyeniunt : nempe, ut modestiam et silentium 
decenter in eo loco prse se ferant, quemadmodom illos 
decet, qui ante conspectum divinae Majestatis versan- 
tur: ut psallant magno pietatis studio, vocibus apt^ 
comparatis, hand festinanter, et nullis praecisis Toca- 
bulis, ita nt pars chori, hand canere incipiat, cum pars 
altera cantnm nondum absolvit, nt hac ratione populus 
intelligat divinas laudes et ad pietatem ac religionem, 
ex ipsomm cantu moveatnr/' ^ 

'* Attent^, studios^, rit^, pi^, religiose, divinas laudes 
concelebrate. In choro, nemo priiratim, nemo tacite 
officinm recitet ; sed omnes pariter laudato nomen 
Domini. In ingressu chori, omnes de sacristia ordine 
procedentes, exeant, et nbi se ad altare humiliter incli- 
naverinty suum quisque locum in choro adeat, Ibi, flexis 
genibus et snbmissa voce, saltem orationem Domini 
cum dicant, deinde, signo dato, ad initium officii omnes 
sargant. 

*' Pro temporis autem et officii ratione, sedete, state, 
genua flectite, caput aperite, et inclinate ; omnes irero 
aequd idem facite. Diyinis officiis absolntis, paululum 
<nnnes in choro pi^ orate, inde, abeundi signo dato, 
consurgentes, quo ordine ad chorum accessistis, eodem 
in sacristiam redite/' ' 

I Ben. Inst. xiv. 107. s Mon. S. Car. 
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CAPITULUM QUINTUM. 



DE SECESSU SPIRITUALI, ET COLLATIONIBUS 

THEOLOGICIS. 

'* Militia est vita hominis super terrain ; '' ^ propria 
enim concupiscentia, pessimum rnundi exemplum, at 
acerrimi impetus inimici spiritualis, assidu^ co-operan- 
tur, ut DOS de semita justitiae, in vias perditionis abstra- 
hant. Clericis necesse est, in mundo yivere, et tamen 
ita vivere quasi de mundo non essent ; et de yitiis et 
corruptione hominum, heu ! nimis multa audire, et 
interim, suiipsorum corda impollnta et intacta servare. 
Quamvis illi, sicut alii '^circumdati sint infirmitate" 
alios tamen virtute praecellere, ipsosque in via per^ 
fectionis anteire oportet ; et *' in medio nationis praTie 
et perversae lucere sicut luminaria in mundo." ^ Quam 
arduum et laboriosum hoc opus homini infirmo ! et ni- 
hilominns ad hoc perflciendum omni sacerdoti assidue 
adiaborare incumbit. Si enim a seculi vitiis et cor- 
ruptione, velut a torrente se rapi sinat, illi prae omnibus 
difficilis est reditus ad Tiam sanctitatis ; nam de clericis 
cum S. Paulo dicere licet : * '< illuminati, sunt gusta- 
verunt etiam donum caeleste et participes facti sunt 
Spiritus Sancti: gustaverunt nihilominus bonum Dei 
verbum, virtutesque saeculi venturi." Et cum illi, qui 

J Job vii. 1. 2 Phil. ii. 15. 3 Heb. vi. 4, 5. 
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tarn specialiter a Deo scientia et gratia donat!, prolapsi 
snnt, et habitu peccati lethalis sunt ligati, pene miraculo 
divinse potentise opus est, ut ad vitse sanctitatem redu- 
cantur. 

Cam ergo clerici tanto pericnlo sint obnoxii, cumque 
eomm a peccatis ad Deam conyersio sit adeo difficilis, 
prse omnibas necesse est, ut 8edtd6 et indesinenter nitori 
animas studeant, ne peccato maculati ** dom aliis prae- 
dicant, ipsi reprobi efficiantur/' ' . 

Ut tamen ita seipsos custodiant, necesse est at sanctse 
orationis studio, et diTinae contemplationis pabulo, 
spiritus eorum sine intermissione enutriantur. Yigilate 
et orate ut non intretis in intentionem.^ " Per omnem 
orationem et obsecrationem, orantes omni tempore in 
spiritu, et in ipso vigilantes in omni instantia/'^ 

Sacerdos itaque qui spiritum orationis et contemplati- 
onis nescit, vix aut ne vix, qnidem sperare potest, se diu 
incolumem senrandum fore ; et hunc spiritum inter 
curas et illecebras mundi, integrum castodire non parum 
difficile invenitur, docente S. Leone, *' necesse esse de 
mundano pulvere etiam religiosa corda sordescere." ^ 
Ne ergo spiritas nostras Tocationis quotidie debilior fiat, 
aut quod pejus est, paulatim omnin6 extinguatur, inter- 
dnm oportet nosmetipsos retrahere k tumultu rerum 
mundanarum, et in sanctum solitudinem confugere, ut 
** renovemur spiritu mentis nostrae ; " ut conscientias 
accuratius scrutemur; at culpas quotidianas et pravos 
habitus emendemus; ut supplici oratione, profunda 
eompunctione, et seria coelestium contemplatione, tan- 
tam gratias et roboris copiam impetremus, ut vegetiores 
spiritu et animo firmiores effecti, contra salutis hostes 
fortiiis dimicemus, et permanenter in mentis fervore, et 
cordis munditia servemur donee a Deo vocati fuerimus 
ad beatam iilam vitam, in qua, nee peccatum, nee ten- 
tatio amplius turbare potest. 

1 1 Cor. iz. 27. 3 Matt. xxvi. 41. ' Ephes. vi. 18. 

4 S. Leon« Magn. Setm. i 4<e CcqaAx. 
C 2 



20 DB SEG8S80 StmXTVMJLL 



ProfiuMi^ iteq«e sentieHltt, qaam vtile et neoes- 
sarinm sit ddieis, aliq«uido cwb Jcsv aeonim ire in 
deaeitiim ; pneci|iinn8 et miwfaiwn, «t omnes oostri 
sacerdotes, seoessum spiritnalcm sex dieram fiidant, 
semel in jnngnlMt bieiiiiiis, svb poeai sospensioiiis, insi 
a nobis ipsis in seripCis exeasentsr. Qmenrnm Tero cleri 
pan sin^lis annis haie secessui Taeare debet, tempore 
opportono, ipsi desi^nabimos. 



§ DE COLLATIOKIBUS THEOLOGICIS. 

In ci4>itiilo tertioy f^vem Benedicti xIt. auetoritatem 
protolimos, ad probandnm, non satis esse sacerdoti, 
coram animamm babenti, tbeologiam in scholis didi- 
cisse, sed insoper necessarinm esse, s«pios relegere 
qoae jam didicerat, at ita in mente, TiTa et parata re- 
tineat ilia morom principia et religionis docomenta, 
qoibos fer6 qaotidie in sacri ministerii functionibas 
exercendis, opos babebit Si enim errores et sopbismata 
g^rassantor, qaonam modo, nisi mentis et memoriae 
exercitatione in disciplinis theologicis assida^ exco- 
lendis, corrigi possant et disperg^ ? 

Sic enim recti et veri principia, per Christi et ec- 
clesiae ejos sponsae ministros, opponontur iis, qoae aut 
sapientia bojos mnndi, aot spiritus erroris, in ore fal- 
sorom propbetamm, adversus Teritatem, venditant. 

Igitur at clerici non deficiant in asseqaenda scientia 
ipsis tam necessaria, et at nosmetipsi certi reddamar 
ipsos plen^ esse instractos, ad rite et digne implenda 
grayia mania, illis, tanqaam pastoribos et confessariis 
imposita ; praecipimos, at coUationes in tbeologia, sin- 
gulis annis, babeantar, in prima vel seconda bebdomada 
mensiam Jalii, Aogasti, Septembris et Octobris ; in 
qaibus conferentiis, omnes sacerdotes nobis sabditi, 
tenentar adesse, etsiinterrogatifaerintde re discatiend& 
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rationem reddere. £t si qais sacerdos, a duabus confer- 
entiis in eodem anno, absens fuerit, sine licentia in 
scriptiSy Ordinarii aut Yicarii generalis, ipso facto, sus- 
pensum esse declaramus. 

Quasstiones in singulis conferentiis discutiendae, in 
directorio Dubliniensi unius-cujusque anni, annuncia- 
bontur: et regulae qoibas conferentiee dirigendae sunt 
in appendice prima inveniri possunt. 
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CAPITULUM SEXTUM. 



DE VICARIIS GENERALIBUS ET FORANEIS. 

ViCARii generalis nomine, inteUigitnr iUe, qai constitatas 
est ab Episcopo cum general! potestate, et ejus Tices 
gerit in eodem loco, quo ipse sedem habet et jus dicere 
solet ; ita at, censeatar idem esse anditorium utriosqae. 

Jarisdictionem habet ordinariam, non delegatam. 
Hinc generaliter potest omnia qase Episcopus, prseter- 
ea, qnae sunt ordinis Episcopalis; qualia sunt, eonse- 
crare Ecclesias, ordinis conferre, calices consecrare, et 
alia ejusmodi. Neqne potest synodom eongregare, be- 
neficia 'Conferre ant aaferre, Dioecesim visitare, aat 
indalgentias concedere. 

Yicarii generalis jurisdictio expirat, lo. per Renun- 
ciationem : 2o. per Revocationem : 30. per mortem na- 
turalem Episcopi : et generaliter per ea omnia qnibus 
ipsa Episcopi jurisdictio cessaret Episcopo qnoque jus 
est, jarisdictionem Yicarii, proat bonam sibi Tidebitur, 
intra certos limites definire. 

Qa6 graYe onas humeris nostris impositum, ferre 
yaleamas, etqu6 saluti oviam et disciplinas observan- 
tiae, melius et amplias provideamas, expedire judicavi- 
mas, Vicariis generalibas adjungere quosdam sacer^otes, 
zelo et pradentia notos, qai Decanoram Rnralioin, 
(siye at aliquando appellantar Vicarioram Foraneoram) 
mania impleant. Vicarias generalis jarisdictione per 
totam Diocesim gaudet, at Yicarii Foranei cara, ad 
clerom et popalam sai respectivi Decanatib, sea Dis- 
irictus, tantum extenditar. 
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Praecipaa eoram mania, haec sunt, sedulo et freqaenter 
inqairere, utmm absentia vel negligently clericorum 
aliqaid detriment! religio ceperit ; invigilare moribas et 
actibus Pastorum, Vicarioram et aliomm clericoram et 
eorum quoqae juvenum, qui ad sacros ordines adspirant. 
Praecipu^ autem virtute officii sai tenentur, cum omni 
cura et solicitndine laborare, at stata (qu. Statata?) 
Dioecesana ab omnibus accurate serventur, et at sacra 
mania presbyterorum, erga greges sibi co^missas, dign6 
et fideiiter impleantar. 

Qaandocamqae sacerdos qaisquam in morbam inci- 
dent, praecipu^ si mortis pericalum imminere videatar, 
Vicarias Foraneus intra cajas Decanatum habitat, eum 
Tisitabit, et in quantum potent, omnem in spiritualibus 
op6m, infirmo In Domino fratri pi^ ministrabit. 

Inqairet utrum segrotus testamentum condiderit, ut in 
capitulo l^. mandavimus ; et summam diligentiam adhi- 
jbebit, ne registrum baptismorum et matrimoniorum, aut 
yasa sacra, vestimenta, altaris linteamina, aut oma- 
nienta, sive ad Parochiam, sive ad Presbyterum perti- 
neant, in manus alicujus laici incidant; sed ea potius 
in locum tutum reponet : Exemplar vero horum statu* 
torum secum domum portabit. 

Si Presbyter h yivis decesserit, Yicarius Foraneus 
decessum ejus statim nunciabit singulis Presbyteris 
proprii district's, et aliis Vicariis Foraneis Dioeceseos^ 
ut ipsi quoque Presbyteris suorum Districtuum, Fratris 
obitum notum faciant, et ut ita, missse sacrificium, sine 
mor^, pro anima defuncti ab omnibus offeratur. 
. Unusquisque Yicarius, ordinario, trimestrem saltem 
relatjlonem in scriptis mittet, de statu religionis et de 
moribus clericorum in suo Decanatu. Et si aliquis 
sacerdos auctoritatem proprii Yicarii Foranei contemnat, 
aut monita ejus negligat, districts mandamus ilium Yi- 
carium Foraneum, nobis, aut Yicario Nostro Gener'ali 
rem totam statim deferre, ut iste sacerdos condign^, 
secundum canones, plectatur. 
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CAPITULUM SEPTIMUM. 



DE EXAMINATORIBUS DICECESANIS. 

Sacrosancta Tridentina Sjmodus decemit,* ut Epis- 
copus, priasquam ordines conferat, aliquot sibi addictis 
sacerdotibas, aliisque pmdentibos viris, diyinae legis 
peritis, et in Ecclesiasticis sanctionibos exercitatis, 
ordinandorum genus, personam, aetatem, institutionemy 
mores, doctrinam, et fidem, diligenter investiget et ex- 
aminet. Eadem S. Synodus decrevit,' nullum sacer- 
dotem etiam regularem, posse confessiones saeculariura, 
etiam sacerdotum, audire, nee ad id idoneum reputari, 
nisi, aut Parochiale Beneficium, aut ab Episcopis per 
examen, si illis yidebitur necessarium esse, aut alias 
idoneus judicetur, et approbationem obtineat. 

Officium ergo Examinatornm hoc erit: ut duo vel 
plures ex illis, quos nosmetipsi designabimus, statntis 
locis et diebus conveniant, ut eos examinent, qui ad 
confessiones excipiendas yel ad sacramenta adminis- 
tranda deputandi sunt; necnon et seholares, qui ad 
sacros ordines aspirant. 

I Sess. 23. de Ref. cap. 17. ' Ibid. cap. 15. 
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CAPITULUM OCTAVUM. 



DE PAROCHIS. 

Officium Parochi est,i]t in multis locis docet Tridentinil 
Synodus: Verbam Dei praedicare, sacra eloquia et 
salatis monita explicare; exponere ea qoao in missa 
legnntnr ; pueros fidei nidimenta et obedlentiam docere; 
yim et usarn Sacramentoram explicare ; jejunia, dies 
fegtos, et obedientiam commendare ; sacramenta admi- 
nistrare ; bono exemplo gregem pascere ; pro his sacri- 
ficium offerre; decretam matrimonii explicare et ob- 
senrare; nuptias benedicere; paapenim, aliarumque 
miserabiliam personarom coram paternam gerere ; ad 
Synodam Dioecesanam accedere; et libmm Matrimo** 
nioram et Baptismomm habere. 

Cum tam multa et gravia sint mania curse Pastorali 
aanexa, prooul dubio constat, Parochos teneri, totnm 
vitse stadium saluti oyium, consecrare. Ne obliviscantur 
se paratos esse debere yitam ipsam pro grege effandere, 
cum scriptum sit: ** Bonus pastor dat animam suam pro 
OTibus suis/'* Et saepe reminiscantur principem pas- 
torum, qui pro grege sanguinem suam fudit, et qui 
gregem ilium tam dilectum nobis curandum tradidit, 
posthac venturum esse, ut pastores districts judieet; et 
si illorum incuri& vel unus ex ovibusperierit, sanguinem 

1 Joan X. II. 
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eniditioBeni, tempas, laboica, stadia, et vitaat totam, ia 
hoc oBaai coafene debeie, at aeanrtipsoa cam gK^e soo 
aalroa fiiciaat. 

Apprim^ cognoacant Parocki ntam adminiatnmdi 
sacfamcata, et, meaMKes se Pastores esse eonstitiitoB et 
popolo iasenriant, sempor siat paiati, ad ea ndmiai 
stiaiida omailias qai b«M dispoaiti ^ideantiir. PiaMi- 
poam caram adbibeant ae sat ealp4 tam giande audaoi 
aeeidcfety at aliqais de grqpe,siiie saenunento BmUtmrn 
nnetionisy ^ ^ita disoedat. Et qaoaiam, ut notat Gone 
Trid« Dcqoaqoam numiis PastoialibasiBOBmbeie poasont, 
•liie resideatia peisoaali, TehcaMnter exoptamusy at 
fcsideiitia eomm perpetaasit; et si par uaom aat.iJ- 
temm dian^ josta de causa, abfneiiat, omni diligentia 

1 iCor. ix.SS. 
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piorideant, at grex niilliim detrimentnm exiode patiatur, 
Imprimii antem absentia Pastoiis, in dieboB Dominicis 
et Festifl de praecepto, prsecavenda est ; et mandamus, 
lit nullos sacerdos cnram habens animaram in nostro 
Dioecesiy k Parochia ant cura absit, per duodecim dies 
oootinnos, sine licentia nostra ant Vicarii Nostri Gene- 
rails, piifts in scriptis habita. 

Et qnonlam k Christo ipso accepimns, bonam Pasto- 
rem oognoscere oves snas, prsecipimns, ut singnli Pa- 
ro^i frequenter Missam oelebrent, et populum instruant, 
in unaqnaqne Ecclesia et saoello suao respective Paro- 
eilii«. Praecipuft quoqne cur& proyideant, ut singulis 
Dominicis pneri, et etiam proyectioris aetatis rudes, ia 
eeclesia congreg^ti, et per classes ordinati, catechismum 
accurate dlscant. Doceatur quoque jnyentus, hyberno 
tempore, in singulis pagis, sub cura et regimine Patrum 
familiarum, et sodalium confraternitatis Doctrinse 
ChristiansB. 

Quoniam maxima conyenit ut hie, qui dogmata fidei 
popnlo Christiano annuntiant, sint ipsi non solum sana 
doctrina imbuti, sed in re tanti momenti,omnisuspicione 
majores, mandat Cone. Tridentinum,* **vLi proyisi de 
beneficiis quibuscumque, curam animarum habentibas, 
teneantur k die adeptaB possessionis ad minus, intra 
duos menses, in manibus ipsius Episcopi, yel, eo im- 
pedito, coram Generali ejus Vicario, sen officiali, ortho- 
doxas suae fidei publicam facere professionem, et in 
Romanad Ecolesiae obedientia se permansnros spondeant 
ao jurent, alioquin praedicti omnes proyisi, ut supr4, 
fnictus non faciant suos, nee illis possessio suffragetur/' 

Hoc mandatum exequi cupientes, et maxim^ soliciti 
at omnes nostro spirituali regimini subjecti, fideque 
Catholica adunati, semper sint memores unitatem spi- 
ritiis in yinculo pacis, non alitor seryari posse, quam in 
communione illius sanctas et indeficientis Ecclesiae, quae 

1 Sess. 24. de Ref. cap, 12. 
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ot aiant Patics FlofCBtiBi, Mater et If agistra est om- 
niurn Ecelesianui ; et leeoidaiites nos aniua coipiu in 
Christo efiei« dam earitate ecmjaBeti, obedientiam ei 
qui sedea Petri teaet, ideiiter exhibemu; praecipimns, 
ut onmes provisi de beaeficiis quibvseasqiie coram aiii« 
manm Imbentibas, neemm, vt oauies qai ad praebendam, 
canonicatimi, Tel aliam digutatem eocksiasticam, pio- 
moti faerint, emittaat coram Nobis, ant Yicario nostros 
Generali tcI Foraneo, pablkam piofessioiiem fidei, qoe 
in formnla Pii Pap« IV. contiiietHry et ot in obedi- 
entia Robuuub Ecclcsig, se permansoios spondeant. 

Et qnoaiam bic sermo est de Parocbis, sit statatnm, 
ot qootiescomqoe solicitatio Tel postolatio k qnocomque, 
siTC laico, siTc elerico, nobis foerit porrecta, in gratiam 
cojoscomqoe sacerdotis, ad eoram animarom obtin- 
endam, ipso sacerdote seiente et oonsentiente, eo ipso, 
indignos judicetor. 
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CAPITULUM NONUM. 



DB CO-ADJUTORIBUS PAROCHORUM. 

QuAMTis plarima eoram quae Pastoribns praescripta 
sunt, aeqnaliter k yicariis sint obsenranda, praesertim ea 
omnia qoas de pnritate momm, de stodio pietatis, et de 
zelo animamm diximus; necesse tamen jndicayimns 
vicarios specialiter admonere eos k nobis esse constitotos 
tanqaam co-adjutores Parochomm, qaorum est Faro- 
chiam regere. Vicarios ig^tar in omnibus quae ad 
sacri numeris exercitinm attinent, snbjecti sint Pasto- 
ribns. exceptis tantum iis, quae ab ordinario, k jurisdic- 
tione Parochomm, specialiter sint exempta. 

Unde Vicarios omnin6 dedecet mutare aut violare 
disciplinam vel ordinem jam in Parochia vigentem : nee 
illis licet, aliquid in Parocbia permanenter Instituere, 
pro ipsorum commodo, vel pro alio quocumque fine 
quantocumque laudabili, sine praevia approbatione 
ordinarii. Prascipimus quoqne, at ne quidem per unum 
diem k Parocbia absint sine licentia Pastoris. £t si 
(quod Deus avertat,) aliqua altercatio vel dissidium 
inter eos oriatur, sententiae aut volnntati Pastoris ceden- 
dum est k vicario, donee Nobis aut Vicario nostro Gene- 
rali, disceptatio relata fuerit, et Nostrum super ek 
judicium habitum fuerit. 

£t quoniam, ut docet scriptnra,> *' Bonum et jucun- 

1 F8al.cxxxlL. I. 
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Et abi de mimio ct InbitatMMK TicaiionuB, aliter 
qaaai ^aod sapn, o «li aala » cat; poitioBeai qum UMUr 
cni|ae coHtia^t, oidiaaiias fio saa aibitno disponet. 

CoBSthaimas ct jabcaias, at sab iaom SM^niiiMm sin- 
galomm, Pastores ct Tkani die aoec|ilis oblationibiu 

icddaat, ct divirioac fiicta, anisqiiisqoe 



QoaadocaBqae Paiocbas ■MMtaas facrit. 



cfas jas babet peicipieadi ovaia debha solata Td sol- 
Tenda, k die aawtis def aacti aisi de iis aliter ab oidi- 
aario dispositam laerit; et qaaadocaBqae antpaiacbas, 
ant Tiearias, ex ana in ahefam paiocbaua tnuisfotar, 
aallam jas babeat pcra|iieBdi debita solata Tel solTenda 
IB paro^ia, post dicat qaa de eadcm exivit. 

I EocScs. ir. !•. 
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CAPITULUM DEGIMUM. 



DE REGULARIBUS, 

Regulares omnes, qui ordioarionun Pastomm strenui 
co-operatores esse debent, ab omnibus Pastoribos amen- 
tor, et bonore habeantar ; iisque omnia charitatis obse- 
quia et subsidia in atilitatem fidelium prsestentur. 

*' Regulares, eomm exemptione non obstante, parere 
coguntur Dioecesana Synodi sanctionibus, in iis quse 
respicient curam animarum, aut sacramentorium admi- 
nistrationem juxta decretum Trid. Sess. xxy. cap. 11. 
de ReguL atque Apostoiicas Constitutiones Concilii 
textum explicantes. Decretis pariter subjiciuntur quae 
materiam concemunt, in qua snbsunt jurisdictionide- 
legatae Episcopi.'' * 

Quamplurima sunt, in quibus Rega lares, quanta- 
cumque fruantur exemptione, subsunt Episcopo tanquam 
Apostolicae sedis delegato, et ne hujus subjectionis obli- 
viscantur, necesse est earn quandoque illis in memo- 
riam redigere, quod cert^ nusquam commodius quam in 
Synodaiibus constitntionibus fieri potest.'' ' 

Bonifacius Y III. statuit *' non posse regulares, saecu- 
larium confessiones excipere, sine licentia, gratia, et 
beneplacito Episcopi, in cujus Dioecesi commorentur." 

Statuimus, ut nuUus Regularis ministret munia Paro- 

1 Ben. xiv. de Syn. Oioeces. lib. 13. cap. 4. n, 5. ^ V\^\!i^, v*^. 
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chialia, qoalia sunt; Baptismas, Matrimoniam, Extrema 
UnctiOy Yiaticoiii, Cimiiiiiuiio Paschalis, Porificatio 
Mulienim post partum, et caetera qa» sunt propria Faro- 
cbo ; nisi ex ilfiuft licentia, Tel ex g^^i necessitate, in 
absentia Parochi; id est, quando Parochns ipse, vel 
ejus coadjotor, siye sabstitotos, non potest haberi.' 

" Regiilaies cojascamqae ordinis, nisi k suis soperio- 
ribns de Tita, moribns, et scientia examinati et approbati 
fuerint, ac de eonim licentia, etiam in Ecclesiis saonim 
ordinam, pnedicaie non possint : com qua licentia, per- 
sonaliter se coram Episcopis praesentare, et ab iis bene- 
dictionem petere teneantnr, anteqnam praedicare inci- 
plant In ecclesiis vero quae soomm ordinam non saot, 
oltri Iloentiam saorom soperiorom, etiam Episooin 
licentiam teneantnr habere, sine qna in ipsis Ecclesiis 
non saorom ordinam, nallo modo pmdicare posstnt."* 

'' Censarae et inteidicta, nedom k Sede Apostofiea 
emanata sed etiam ab ordinariis promolgata, mandante 
Episcopo, k Regalaribas in coram Ecclesiis pablicentnr, 
atqae serventor. Dies etiam festi, qaos in Dioecesi 
sua serrandos, idem Episcopos praeceperit, ab exemptis 
omnibas, etiam R^alaribas serventor/'' 

1 Const. Dabl. p. 77* lOff. > Cone. Trid. Sess. s. de Ref. c. 5. 

' Cone. Trid. Sess. S5. de RegroL c. 12. 
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Quanta cura/' ait Synodas Tridentinay^ ** adhibenda 
sit, ot sacroflanctom Missse Sacrifieinm omni religionis 
calta, ac Yeneratione celebretar, qaiyis faoil^ existimare 
potent, qui cogitarit maledictum in saeris literis eum 
vocari, qui facit opas Dei negligenter. Quod si neces- 
sari6 fat^nnr, nallam aliud opas adeo sanctum et di- 
yiBam, a Gbristi Fidelibus tractari posse, qaam boo 
ipsam tremendam mysteriam, quo viyifica ilia bostia, 
qua Deo Patri reconciliati sumus, in altari, per sacer- 
dotes quotidi^ immolatur ; satis etiam apparet, omnem 
operant et diligentiam in eo ponendam esse, at quanta 
maxime fieri potest interiori cordis munditia et puritate, 
atque exteriori devotionis ac pietatis specie, peragatur. 
Cam igitor multa jam sive temporum yitio, siye homi- 
num incuria et improbitate, irrepsisse yideantur, quae k 
tanti sacrificii dignitate aliena sunt : ut ei debitus bonor 
et cultus, ad Dei gloriam et fidelis populi sedificationem 
restituatur, decernit S. Synodus, ut ordinarii Jocorara 
Episcopi, ea omnia probibere, atque e medio tollere 
sedaI6 curent, ac teneantur, quae yel ayaritia, idolorum 
seryitus, yel irreyerentia quae ab impietate yix sejuncta 
esse potest, yel superstitio, yerae pietatis, falsa imitatrix, 
induxit/' 

1 Sess. zxii. Deer, do observ. cjt ev\t. Va c«\0q,11LN&. 

D 
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'< Praecipimus igitnr/' ait S. Carolus, ** Ut qu6 pnriores 
ad diyinam rem faciendam accedant sacerdotes, saltern 
siogalis hebdomadis, peccata saa confiteantar, nisi eos 
ob mortalis peccati calpam, frequentius id facere opor- 
tuerit : at, anteqnam celebrent, se collig^ant, et orantes, 
mentem in tanti ministerii cogitatione defigant; qaod 
ut commodius fieri possit, in singulis Ecclesiis, plutei) 
ad hunc sacerdotum orandi et meditandi asam, insti- 
tuantur : ut, antequam ad altare accedant, miasam per- 
legant, et singulas partes ita praeparatas et notatas 
habeant, ut celebrantes neque errent, neqae haereant: 
ut, sacris vestibus induti, cum nemine colloquantur ; 
neque loquentibas dent anres ; mentemque et oculos ab 
omnibus amoveant quibus distrabi possint; neque a 
sacristia exeant, nisi cum ad altare eundum erit, quod 
tum graviter et modest^ fiet: ut, pileum, biretum, 
chirothecas, suadariolum, aut qnodcumque deniqae 
bajus generis in altare neponant: ut, in Missae cele- 
bratione, caeremonias k Romana Ecclesia institutas, ad 
unguem observent, neqae alias adbibeant : ut, ab onmi 
indecoro, et absurdo capitis, oris, et reliqui corporis 
motu abstineant: ut praeter institutum Ecclesias Ro- 
manae, iis quas secreto vel quao palaem dicuntur, quid- 
qaam addi vel detrahi non liceat : ut, quae palam 
pronuncianda sunt, distincta et clara voce dieant: 
ut secreta quae vocantur, secret6 etiam pronuncient: 
ut, neque tardiiis, neque celeriiis, quam par sit, verba 
proferant : ut, peracta Missa, pro summi beneficii 
munere, Deo gratias agant/' > 

Audiamus insuper quae scribit Card. BellarminQs in 
Libro 20, de Gemitn Columbas *^ Aliud est etiam, iaorypis 
uberrimis dignum, quod ob nonnuUoram saceidotnm 
incuriam et impietatem, sacrosancta mysteria tarn uk- 
decor^ tractentur, ut qui ilia tractent, yideantur non 
credere Majestatem Domini esse praesentem. Sic enim 

^ Mon. S. Car. in Cone. Med, 
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aliqni tine spirita, sine affectn, sine timore et tremore, 
festinatione incredibili, sacram perficiant: quasi fide 
Cbristum Dominnm non yiderent, ant ab eo se videri 
Don crederent. Omitto/^ ait, <^ qaod alienbi, vasa sacra, 
et Testes, qaibns mysteria celebrantur, vilia et sordida 
inveniantar, indigna prorsas qaae ad tremenda mysteria 
adhibeantar/^ 

Enix^ ergo nostros bortamar sacerdotes, nt in cele- 
brandis diyinis mysteriis, sint supra relatorum memores, 
omniaqne in Rubricis Missalis Romani praescripta, 
maxima solicitndine obsenrent. Nnnquam 6 memoria 
eorom excidat, Rubricas praefatas leges esse praecep- 
tivaSy qnas scire et obsenrare, omnes clerici, sub poena 
peccati tenentur. 

Qn6 ergo pnecaveatur ab erroribns in celebratione 
Missa, in qnos, aut ignorantia, autincurift, sacerdotes 
incidere possint, districts praecipimus, nt omnes cleric! 
semel saltern in anno, diligenter perlegant Rubricas 
Generales, quae initio Missalis Romani apponuntur ; et 
de bis, pront res postulabit, in collationibus tbeologicis 
k Presbyteris rationem reddi curabimns. 

Nulla sacerdoti de aliena Dioecessi, nisi prob6 notus 
sit Missam in bac Diocessi celebrare permittatur, 
donee literas testimoniales sui Ordinarii, aut sui in 
spiritnalibus superioris, exbibuerit ; nee licentia, ob 
tales etiam literas concessas, ultras duas bebdomadas 
inconsulto Ordinario, protrabatur. 

Sub nuUo praetextu audeat sacerdos Missam celebrare, 
sine calice et patena ex auro yel argento confecfis ; et 
notum sit, quod in posterum, neque calicem, neque pa- 
tenam ullam consecrabimus, nisi intus deaurentar. 

Nallos sacerdos missam celebrare praesumat, sordidis 
aut laceris vestimentis, et sub poena saspensionis, k 
nobis aut Vicario Nostro General! infligendae, praeci- 
pimus; ut altaris linteanima, purificatoria, mantilia, 
amictus, albae, et cingula ex lino conficiantnr, et muA.d'au 
et integra senrentar. 

D 2 
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District^ jabemaSy Ht h<Mra qua Mima oelehraoda est 
Dominieis et festi^is diebna, semper ait certa et deter- 
minata ; et» «t mnqaam nratetnr sine noiira lioentia, 
nisi pro usa ant altera vice, quaiido id necessitas pos- 
talabit Nee potest Presbyter missam ineipeiv, ante 
aut post boram praeseriptam, aine g^?i soi officii 
Yiolatione, et magno sui gregis incommodo. 

Singaik Dominieia, et festia de pr«cepto, saocidos 
immediate aate Missam^ staiis in plaao aHaria^ ct hm 
ad popalttm Tersa, diatinct^ legat, actus coatiiticmis, 
fidei, spei et caritatis, ea» oratione ante misaam di* 
cenda; et qaoniam niaxiro^ conTenit popolom^ in bis 
prsecibus recitandis, sacerdotem comitariy eaa, clara et 
distincta voce, proferat. 

Clericos enix^ bortamnr, nt omni q«o posont BMido, 
foveant consaetudinem pios libros legesdi, praeaertiin 
inter radiores et pauperes. Paatoffi itaqoe ant ▼icario 
cura sity eligere quosdam libros utiles et probatos, et 
designare aliquoa ex doctrinse Cbristianae aodaHbos, 
aut alios pietate et prud^dtia notes, qui Dominicis et 
festivis diebas, ex prse&tis libris, aliquam partem 
populo, in EccJesia, l^ant 

District^ probibemus, ne qais sacerdos pabHc^ mis- 
sam ceiebret sine veste talari, et curet, at bireto qnoqae 
utatur quotiescumque commod^ fi^ri potest. 

Districts quoqae prohibetar, ne post diem promol- 
gationis horam statutornm, nllas sacerdos, qaacomqae 
de causa, missam ceiebret in domo privata, exceptis 
tamen, ob praesentem necessitatem, iis qu» celebrantur, 
l^. Occasione stationum publicarnm pro confessioaibas 
audiendis. 2<*. In sacello privato ab Ordinario approbate. 
3<>. Pro defunctis, pr»sente cadavere. 4**. In domo sacer- 
dotis. 

Seduio notandum est, quod cum alicui sacerdoti iacul- 
tas conceditur celebrandi duas Missas eadem die, privi- 
legium hoc legitime exerceri nequit, nisi publica ne- 
cessitas id postulet. 
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Sancta et salabris est cogitatio pro defanctis exorare, 
ot k peccatis solvantur." ^ Cum ergo omnino conveniat, 
08 qui in eadem vinea iaborant, seipsos inyicem fra- 
tema charitate prosequi, praecipimus, ut, mortuo Epis- 
oopOy quinque missae pro ejusa nimae requie celebrentur : 
defuncto Vicario Generali tres missae, et mortuo alio 
qnocumque ejus Dioeceseos Presbytero una missa : quae 
misses prsedictaB, k singulis sacerdotibus sunt cele- 
branda; deloncto a«tem Vicario ForaneOy tres missae 
k singulis ejusdem districtiis presbyteris celebrentur. 
Et ne aduo sacrum et magni momenti munus, praeter- 
mittatur, strictissim^ jubemus, has mis sas quamprimum 
celebrariy post mortem uniuscDJasque ex clericis prae- 
dictis. 

Ab Uibaiio VIII. stututum fuit ut saeerdos, munere 
miisarom ab ipso celebrandamm '' intra modicum tern- 
pus " fungatur ; ne vero incnrift ant negligentia ali- 
cnjos ex nostris Sacerdotibus, hoc tam salabre de- 
cretum in desuetudinem abeat, illud ** modicum tempos ** 
non ultra duos menses prolongari definimus. 

Pueri qui missae insendunt, bona fama et moribas 
modestis sint insignes : doceantur responsas dar^, dis- 
tinct^ et accurate enunciare: et dum public^ missae 
inserviunt, Teste talari et superpelliceo induantur. 

1 2 Mac. xii. 46. 
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CAPITULUM DUODECIMUM . 



DE SACRAMENTIS IN GENERE. 

QuoNiAM Christus annunciat, nihil sin^ soo adjatorio 
nos facere posse, et Paulas docet, qaod ^* omnia nostra 
s^ufficientia ex Deo est," qaoniam k Concilio Tridentino 
definitur, '* nos non posse jostificaii coram Deo, absque 
diyina per Jesum Christum g^tia,'' > et idem Concilium 
docet, **' Sacramenta k Christo instituta esse, at per ea, 
omnis Yera justitia vel incipiat, vel caepta augeatur, vel 
amissa reparetur;" et quoniam sacramenta ilia, quas 
vi propria gratiam illam tam necessariam conferunt, 
sunt omnia k Christo ipso instituto; omnino oportet 
novae leg^s Sacerdotem, qui minister Christi, et Dispen- 
sator mysteriorum Dei constituitur, ad haec sacramenta 
administranda, cum summa reverentia accedere. Cum 
ergo ad aliquod sacramentum impertiendum vocatus 
fuerit, recog^tety se tractaturum esse ea quae sancta sunt, 
et animo Tolvat, quam mundum oporteat eum esse, qui 
ad alios mandanos constituitur. Si ergo contingat, 
(quod Deus avertat) sacerdotem sibi conscium esse 
peccati mortalis, ne audeat ullum sacramentum admin- 
istrare, donee acrem dolorem, et mag^am cordis oon- 
tritionem excitaverit. Praeterea, si copiam habeat oon- 
fessarii, et circumstantiae loci et temporis sinant, omnino 
convenit confiteri. 

i 8e88. vL Can. i . ' Sess. 7* Procem. 



DB SACRAMENTIS IN GBNBRE. 89 

PraBcipimos, ut qaandocamqae sine gravi incom- 
modo fieri potest, Sacerdos veste talari et stola indatas 
sit, dum sacramenta administrat : et sedalo caret, at in 
tali ministerio, ritas et ceremoniaB in Ritaali Romano 
pnescriptsBy accarat6 serventar. Preces attent6, dis- 
tinct^, et devote recitat, nee memoriaB fidat, ne in 
errorem labatar. Qaandocamqae etiam commodam et 
utile videbitar, adstantes instraat, de natara, utilitate et 
effectibas sacramenti qnod administrat ; et deniqne, in 
omnibas memor sit apostolicae motionis : '* Sic nos ex^ 
istimet homo, at ministros Christi, et dispensatores 
mysterioram Dei/' * 

1 1 Cor. iv. I. 
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DE BAPTISMI SACRAMENTO. 

Hoc Sacramentam, non solum ordine primnm est, et 
jamna per quam ad alia sacramenta accedant homines, 
sed et omniam maxim^ necessariam est, quam at lo- 
quitur Christus : '* Nisi quis renatus fuerit, ex aqua et 
Spirita Sancto, non potest introire in regnum Dei."> Prse- 
cipua igitur cura sit ministro Baptismi, at hajus sa- 
cramenti materiae aut formse, nihil praBtermittat aat 
adjiciat ; consuetudinem infundendi aquam tribus vici- 
bus in formam crucis, ita servet, ut caput tribus ablation- 
ibus lavetur eodem praecisd tempore quo verba formae 
sacramentalis proferuntur. Pastores omnes hortamur, at 
quanto citius, Pontes Baptismales in singulis Ecclesiis 
erigantur ; et hoc sacramentum in Ecclesia administrent, 
quandocumque sine gravi incommodo fieri poterit. 

Et ne quis ^ vita discedat, non percepto Sacramento 
ad salutem tarn necessario, sacerdos populum, et max- 
im^ obstetrices, sedul6 edoceat modum Baptismi confer- 
endi: seri6 tamen omnes admoneat, ut nunquam hoc 
sacramentum administrare attentent, nisi gravis neces- 
sitas urgeat; et, ut formam, lingaa vemacala, cum 
debita intentione, attent^ pronuncient. 

Et quoniam Patrinis cura incumbit, filios spiritaales, 

< Joan. iii. 3. 
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verbo pariter et exemplo docendi, praecipimas, ut nulli, 
ad Patrinonim in Baptismo officium admittantur, nisi 
sint Catholici, bonse famae, t censaris Ecclesiasticis 
immunes, et in doctrina Christiana satis instroctL Non 
obstante oonsaetndine in contrarimn, statuit Conciliam 
Tridentininmy ut unus tantum, sive vir, sive malier, 
juxta sacromm canonum institata, yel ad sammuniy 
unus et una, baptizatnm de fonte sascipiant.^ 

Si contigerit, Parentes aliquem Patrinum elegisse, qui 
Catbolicus non sit, sacerdos tenetar alium in ejus locum 
sufficere, sed hoc, cum multa prudentia, et sine ulla 
offensione, faciendum est. Infanti ne imponatar ullum 
nomen profanum, aut familiae cognomen, nisi ipsi adji- 
ciatar nomen alicujas sancti, qui in perpetuam k Bap- 
tizato, tanquam Patronus colendus est 

Quotiescumque non satis probatum fuerit, Baptis- 
mum valid ^ coUatum fuisse, ei, qui Catholicse fidei 
nomen daturas est, praecipimus, ut Baptizetur sub hac 
conditione, " Si non es Baptizatus, &c." 

OmniiS foetus quantumvis exiguus, qui yivens existe- 
mari potest, baptizandus est sub hac conditione *' si 
viyis,'' et de bac re populus, et multa majore cura, ob- 
stetrices edoceantur. Nullae, ad manus obstetricum 
exercendum admittantur, nisi probatae sint yirtutis, et 
modum Baptismi administrandi apprim^ cognoscant. 

Quando ob periculam mortis, infantes privatum Bap- 
tismum receperint, iterum baptizentur sub conditione, 
nisi citra ullum dubium sit, Baptismum jam yalide col- 
latum fuisse. Preces et ceremoniae, quae omissae fuerint, 
semper sunt supplendae. 

Omnis sacerdos curam animarum habens, in Libro ad 
hoc destinato, inserere tenetur, nomen ejus quem bapti- 
zavit, et nomina Parentum et Patrinoram, cum die, 
mense, et anno, quibus Baptismus CoUatus est. De- 
cretum Concilii Tridentini, quo boc praecipitur, secun- 

1 Sess. xziv. cap, s. 
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diim communem Theologomm opinionem, sob peccato 
gravi obligat; et nos, hoc idem fieri praecipimns sub 
poena suspensionis, k Nobis, aut k Vicario Nostro Gen- 
erali, ferendae. 

Monentar sacerdotes, benedictionem post partam, non 
esse molieribus extra matrimoniam parienlibas, imper- 
tiendam. 
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CAPITULUM DECIMUM QUARTUM. 



DE SACRABCENTO CONFIRMATIONIS. 

QUONIAM virtate hajas Sacramenti, animabas fideliam 
infanduntar Sancti Spiritas dona, quae tarn necessaria 
sant ad hominem confortandum et adjuvandom, at so- 
bri^, jast^ et pi^ yivat in hoc saecalo, maxime interest, 
ut dign^ sint dispositi, qui ad confinnationem accedant, 
Hortamur ergo et jubemus omnes Parochos et vicarios, 
at somma diligentia laborent in iis instmendis, qai boo 
sacramentam sasceptari sant. Nee ulli se coram nobis 
sistant ad confinnationem recipiendam, donee Boctri- 
nam Christianam didicerint, et ad Poenitentie tribunal 
accesserint. Praeterea, si satis instructi reperiantur, 
sacra communione sint refectiy priasqaam ad hoc sacra- 
mentam admittantar. Notandam est, quod occasione 
confirmationis, nulla oblatio exigenda est. 
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^'Sx non decet ad uUas sacras fanctiones qaempiam 
accedere, nisi sanct^ : cert6 quo magis sanctitas et dm- 
nitas coelestis hajas sacramenti yiro Cbristiaao comperta 
est, e6 diligentiiis cayere ille debet, ne absque magna 
reyerentia, et sanctitate, ad id percipienduni accedat, 
praesertim cum iila plena formidinis yerba apud Apos- 
tolum legamus: 'Qui mandncat et bibit indig^^, judi- 
cium sibi manducat et bibit, non dijudlcans corpus 
Domini/ Quare communicare yolenti reyocandom est 
in memoriam ejus prseceptum : ^ probet seipsum homo/ 
Ecclesiastica antem consuetude declarat, earn inroba- 
tionem necessariam esse, ut nullus sibi conscius mortalis 
peccati, qnamtumyis contritus sibi yideatur, absque pne- 
missa sacramentali confessione, ad sacram Eucharistiam 
accedere debeat ; quod ^ Christianis omnibus, etiam ab 
iis sacerdotibus, quibus ex officio inciibuerit celebrare, 
haec sancta Synodus perpetu6 senrandum esse decreyit, 
modo non desit iliis copia confessoris : quod si, neces- 
sitate urgente, sacerdos absque prseyia colifessione cele- 
brayerit, quamprimum confiteatur." ^ 

Praecipimus, ut public i peccatores, qoales sunt, £x- 
communicati, Interdicti, Usurarii et Concabinarii, k 

* Cone, Trid. Sess. 13. cap. 7- 
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Sacra CommaBione arceantiir. Si qais gravis peccati 
reus, sed cujus delicta non sunt populo cognita, prlTatim 
commanionem saevam petat rejiciendus est, nisi saeer- 
dos sciat ilium yitam suam eraendasse ; si autem pub- 
lic^ petat, ant^ si, sine aliquo scandalo praetennitti 
neqneat, k mensa Domini rejici non debet. 

Prsecipuft diligentii curent Pastores, ut pueri et pu61lae 
bene dispositi sint, antequam ad primam ipsonim com- 
manionem accedant ; sedulo sint eruditi, de natnra et 
effectibus hv^as coelesti» convivii: plen^ Christianam 
Doctriuam »int edocti: et ne admittantur ad corpus 
Domini percipiendum, donee saepe ad sacrum Pseniten- 
tiae tribunal accesserint Ut bac rite efficiantur, singn- 
lamm parochiarum pueri etpuella»conTeniant, postquam 
stationes confessionum Pascbalium compietas fuerint. 
A pastore et yicario frequenter edoceantur in omnibus 
scitu necessariis : confessrones eorum tempestiv^ et accu- 
rate excipiiantur, ita ot, Circa Festum Assumptionis 
Beatae Mariae Virginis, generalis eorum communio, in 
unaquaque Paroc^bia cetebretur. 

Singulis annis, Quadragesimae tempore, annuncient 
Parocbi Decretum Concilii Lateranensis de Communione 
Pasebali ; et greges sibi commissas meneant atque hor- 
tentur, ut boc tam salubre praeceptum, eongruo tempore 
adimpleant. Ex Indulto Apostolico, tempus Paschalrs 
Communionia in hac Provincia, incipit in prima die 
Quadragesima?, desinit yer6 in Festo Ascensionis 
Domini. £t si quis, spreto Ecciesias mandato, et suae 
animae salute despecta ad tribunal Poenitentia infra 
tempus, supra notatum accedere neglexerit, non est 
absolvendus, donee se stiterit Ordinario, vel Yicario 
Generali ant Foraneo, et ab uno ex iis, congruam ac- 
ceperit poenitentiam ; nisi aliter, praesertim de iis, qui, 
paupertate pressi, aut senio confecti, aut debilitate cor- 
repti, abfuerint, Ordinarius ipse mandaverit. Stationes 
confessionum, quae ex more antique circa Natale Domini 
sunt freqnentatai, incipiant post FestvxTCk %%xiOcs. ^^\.- 
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chaelis Arcbangeli, desinant vero in Octava Epipba- 
niae. 

Pro commanione infinnomm, habeat anusqoisqae 
sacerdos Pixidem argenteam intus deauratam, cum 
corporaii et parificatorio, qaae omnia in bursft, ex serico 
confecU, sunt reponenda. Corpus Domini, aliquando 
ob necessitatem domi sacerdotis servatum sab clavi, in 
loco nitidissimo, ad boc unic^ destinato, custodiatur. 
Quando vero ad infirmum profertur, vasculum in quo 
reponitur gerat sacerdos repositum loculo, in parte in- 
teriori vestis, et cordi proxima: et dum pergit in via, 
ne versetur in colloquiis intempestivis, sed potius mens 
ejus in meditatione sancta exardescat. Praemoneatar 
popuius, ut cubiculum infirmi sit mundum, et ut mensa, 
cum linteo panno, candela, et aqua benedicta, ibidem 
praeparetur. Clericis pnecipimus, ut sedulo impleant 
omnia quae in Rituali Romano notantur, de visitatione 
Infirmorum, et Viatici administratione. 

Durante eadem infirmitate, eucharistia seme! tantum, 
per modum Viatici administrari debet ; sed singulis 
bebdomadis, infirmis dari potest, per modum commu- 
nionis etiamsi son sint jejuni, si adbuc in periculo 
mortis versentur. Oportet ut qui ad mortem k judice 
damnantur, eucharistiam recipiant pridi^ ejus dici, quo, 
sententia judicis subeunda est. 

Quoniam timendum est, ne parvae particular, bostiis 
in pixide repositis detritae, quandoque, dum pixis ope- 
ritur, Yoient, sacerdotem oportet suam pixidem purificare, 
unaquaque saltem bebdomada. Hostiae quaR pro com- 
munione populi, aut pro infirmis reservantur, semper 
sint circulares et satis grandes ; et notandum est, quod 
nonnisi super lapide Altaris, sint consecrandae. 
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DE SACRAMENTO PGENITENTLE. 

In Tribanali Poenitentia, Sacerdoti incumbit, Jadicis et 
Medici mania implere : et, ut docet S. Franciscus Sale- 
sius,' '* necesse est at Confessarias plenas sit charitate, 
scientia, et pradentia ; si enim vel anam triam honim 
deficiat, sibi ipsi et aliis periculosas est.^ Nisi enim in 
ipso charitas abandet, nee tempas, nee laborem, nee 
patientiam, qase tarn necessaria sunt, ut poenitens rite 
disponatar ad yeniam impctrandam, praebebit. Absque 
scientia, nequit judicare qualia et quanta sint peccata 
confitentis, et utrum ad absolationem recipiendam 
idoneus sit. Et sine pradentia, praecipere non potest 
remedia quae ad animas yulnera curanda, sunt neces- 
saria ; aut media qaae conducerent, ad meliorem vitam 
inchoandam et perficiendam. Magna quidem potestas 
rectoribus animarum, verbis Christi concreditur: ** Qao- 
mm remiseritis peccata, remittantar eis, et quorum reti- 
nueritis, retenta sunt.'^^ Sed pensandum est, quam 
magnum sit etiam onus et periculum eorum, qui tarn 
formidandum officium suscipiant. Experientia siqai- 
dem compertum est, hoc ade6 salutare lapsis remedium, 
ignorantiae vel negligentiae confessariorum, aliquando 

1 Lib, I. cap, 4. Introd. ^ 3q«sv.^'&*^'^> 
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ita perverti, at fons iste gratiaram, in occasionem per- 
ditionis vertatur. Triste enim effatam sancti Thomae 
de YillanoYa de Confessariis, nullo non tempore in ali- 
qnibtis adimpleri veremar, quo dicit, ** illos, et seipsos 
et peccatores, securos in infemum demittere/' 

Omnis sacerdos curam animamm habens, semper 
sit paratus fidelium confessiones excipere, et prins- 
qaam tanti momenti opus incipiat, diyinom aax- 
iliam enixe et snppliciter exposcat ; nam at docet 
Apostolus : '*non sufficientes samas cogitare aliquid 
k nobis, quasi ex nobis, sed sufficientia nostra ex Deo 
est;'^i et iterum; omnia possum in eo qui me con- 
fortat." • 

Accedentem ad Poenitentise Tribunal, benig^^ exci- 
piat, et tarn verbis quam vultu, spiritum Cbaritatis erga 
peccatorem exhibeat. Cum multa patientia totam con- 
fessionem audi at, et poenitentem patema benignitate, 
sed interea casta et cauta prudentia, hortetur et adjavet, 
ut omnia animae suae vulnera aperiat coram Deo, ** qui 
non Yult mortem impii, sed ut convertatur impius k via 
sua, et vivat."» Caveat praeterea, ne interpellatioiiibas 
intempestivis mentem et memoriam peccatoris perturbet, 
aut ne duris increpationibus ita terreat, ut peccata plen^ 
et integr^ confiteri vereatur. 

Semper ante oculos mentis verba habeat B. Pauli: 
*^ Si praeoccupatus fuerit homo in aliquo delicto, vos, 
qui spirituales estis, hujusmodi instruite in spiritn leni- 
tatis, considerans teipsnm, ne et tu tenteris/'^ et si 
poenitens aliquod enorme delictum confiteatury caveat 
sacerdos ne signa indignationis aut admirationis ex- 
hibeat, et ita peccatorem deterreat k plena sui criminis 
revelatione. 

Audita confessione, et omnibus quae scitu necessaria 
sunt prudenter investigatis et cognitis, tunc poenitenten 
admoneat de gravitate peccatorum, sed dum hoc facit, 

J 2 Cor.m. 5. » Phil.lv. 13. 3 Exek, xxxiii. ii. 4 GaL ri, i. 
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caveat, ne, aut voce, aut vultu, aut aliquo corporis 
mota, locam det circumstantibus saspicandi peccata 
confitentis. Poenitentem sedulo hortetur, utveram pec- 
catorum suoram contritionem habeat, et ut ad novam 
vitam incboandam strenu^ satagat ; congraa unicuiqae 
peccato remedia, et commendet et doceat; bene, ac 
Christiano more vivendi regulas, demonstret et tradat ; 
et eos, qai per consuetudinem peccant, aut relapsos, non 
absolvat, donee signa satis probata veri doloris dederint. 
Id poenitentia imponenda, adhibeat et prudentiam, et 
pietatem et justitiam ; illud concilii Tridentini secam 
animo revolvens, scilicet; alienorum peccatoram par- 
ticipes fieri eos confessarios, qui, dum cum poenitentibus 
indulgentius agunt, levissima quaedam opera pro gravis- 
simis dellctis, injungunt. Confessario semper cura in- 
cumbit inquirendi, utrnm poenitens sit sufficienter 
instmctus in rudimentis Fidei, et in praeceptis Domini 
et Ecclesia. Curent vero sacerdotes, ne, dum confes- 
siones excipiunt, interrogationibus inutilibus, aut colo- 
quiis ad rem non pertinentibus, indulgeatur. Denique 
caveant omnin6, ne verbo, aut signo, aut quo vis alio 
modo, aliqnatenus prodant poenitentem : sed si pru- 
dentiori consilio indiguerint, illud, absque nlla expres- 
slone personae, caut^ requirant. 

Nullas sacerdos sub nostra jurisdictione constitutus, 
praesumat confessiones excipere, sin6 expressa licentia 
Nostri, aut Vicarii Nostri Generalis ; et quandocumque 
confessarius non est Parochus, baec licentia vel appro- 
batio, in posterum, pro certo tantum temporis spatio 
concedetur ; quo tempore elapso, jurisdictio ejus omnin6 
cessat, nisi verbo, ant scripto, explicit^ renovetur. 

Nullius confessio sacramentalis excipiatur, nisi in 
Ecclesia ; vel sacristia, vel in domo privata, dum statio 
confessionum ibidem celebratur. Excipitur ex h&c re- 
gula, casus, quo sacerdos sua confitetur peccata; vel 
quo aegrotus, Ecclesiam, propter infirmitatem, adire 
nequit Curent sacerdotes, ubi moris est 9l^^\\\^ \d;:ci\».^ 

£ 



50 DB SACRAMENTO PCBNITENTUS. 

pro Tribanali ipsos sedere, at asas ille laudabilis servetnr ; 
ubi yero usus jam non yiget, satagant enix^ at paolatim 
introdacatar, at omnis sospicio mali abigator, et os 
obtrectatoram sanctissimi institati secreto confitendi 
peccata, occladatar. Sardi, ad deponenda saa peccata 
accedentes, qaocomqae loco decent! exaadiri possant 

Cam maxim^ optandam sit, popalam ad hoc sacra- 
mentam semper accedere, cam illo spirita devotae at- 
tentionis, et seriae considerationis, qai non semper 
obtineri potest, si plarimi in locam angastam et in- 
commodam congregantar; enix^ cleram nostram hor- 
tamar, at pablicas stationes confessionam in Ecclesia 
constitaanty abicamqae sine gravi incommodo fieri po- 
test. Exemplo qaoramdam, in hac etiam provinda, 
aband^ probata r, banc modam confessiones excipiendi 
indaci posse, non solum sine alio incommodo, sed etiam 
cum manifesto commodo tam sacerdotis qaam populi, 
et cum magna decentia in administratione Sacramenti. 



§ DE CASIBUS RESERVATIS. 

'' Magnoper^ ad Christiani populi disciplinam per- 
tinere, sanctissimis Patribus nostris visum est, ut atro- 
ciora quaedam, et grayiora crimina, non k quibasyis, 
sed a summis duntaxat sacerdotibus, absolverentur ; 
unde merit6 Pontifices Max. pro summa potestate sibi 
in Ecclesia aniversa tradita, causas aliquas criminum 
graviores, suae potuerunt peculiari jurisdictioni reser- 
vare. Neque dubitandnm est, quando omnia quae k 
Deo sunt ordinata sunt ; quin boc idem Episcopis omni- 
bus, in sua cuique Dioecesi, in aedificationem tamen, 
non in destructionem, liceat, pro illis in subditos tradita 
supra reliquos inferiores sacerdotes auctoritate, pne- 
sertim quoad ilia, quibus excommunicationis censura 
annexa est. ** Hanc autem delictorum reservationem, 
consonum est divinsB auctoritati, non tantum in externa 



DE SACRAMENTO PCENITBKTIJE. 51 

politia, sed etiam coram Deo, vim habere. Veram- 
tamen pi^ admodam, De hac ipsa occasione aliqois 
pereat, in eadem Ecclesia Dei Castoditum semper fait, 
ut nulla sit reservatio in articalo mortis: atque ideo^ 
omnes sacerdotes, qaoslibet poenitentes, k qaibasvis 
peccatis et censaris, absolvere possunt; extra qnem 
articulam, sacerdotes cum nihil possint in casibns reser* 
yatis, id unum poenitentibus persuadere nitantur, at ad 
saperiores et legitimos judices, pro beneficio absolationis 
accedant." ' 

A Patribas ergo Tridentinis edocti, et coram vestigiis 
inhserentes, declaramas, quod cam facultatem confessio- 
nes excipiendi concedimas, nallo modo intendimas in- 
cladere potestatem absolvendi k casibas reservatis, nisi 
talis potestas explicit^ concedatur.^ Seqaentes casus 
Nobismetipsis reservantur. 1°. Homicidiumivoluntarium. 
2^. Procu ratio abortiks voluntaria, effectu secuto ; vel con- 
sensus, consilium, aut co-operatio ad eundum. S^, Cr. CI. 
etiam attentatum, et spectat quoque ad complicem. 4°. 
Peijurium formale, coram judice saecnlari sive Ecclesias- 
tico. 5^ Haeresis Formalis. 6o. Apostasia a Fide. T^* 
Communicatio cum Acatholicis in divinis. 8**. Matrimo- 
nium clandestinum ; et reservatione comprehend an tur, 
contrahentes, minister, et testes. 9<». Solicitatio ad tur- 
pia, ut explicatur in Bulla Sacramentum Panitentia, 
10®. Peccatum clerici, qui theatrorum publicorum quo- 
rumcumque spectacuiis interfuerit, vel qui saltationes 
cum faeminis, aut public^, aut privatim egerit. 11^ In- 
cendium. 

Notandum, quod in dubio juris vel facti, nulla sit re- 
servatio ; et quandocumque confessarius necesse putat, 
sacramentum Extremae Unctionis administrare facul- 
tatem habet absolvendi ab omnibus censuris et pec- 
catis. 

. Sacerdos, qui complicem in peccato turpi contra sex- 

1 Cone. Trid. Sees. ziv. Ci^. 7. 
3 Similiter^ reservatorfacoltas excipiendi confQMio«»i^l&^x6siic)i!«Bi« 
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tarn Decalo^ pneceptem, tentaTerit absolTerey ipso facto, 
Excommanicationem majorem, sammo Pontificii reser- 
Tatam, incorrit : et talis absolatio omnino nalla est, nki 
in articalo mortis, et deficiente tunc qaocqinque alio 
confessario. 

'* Sacerdos, qui aliqaem PQenitentem qnaeciimque per- 
sona ilia sit Tel in acta sacramentalis confessionis, Tel 
ante, tcI immediate post confessionem, vel occasion^, 
aat praetextn confessionis, tcI etiam extra occasionem 
confessionis, in Confessionali, siTC in alio loco ad con- 
fessiones audiendas destinato, aat electo, cam simol- 
atione ibidem confessionem aadiendi, ad inhonestaet 
tarpia solicitare, Tel proTocare, siT^ verbis, siv^ sijpiis, 
siT^ natibas, sIt^ tactn, siT^ per scriptnram tunc ant 
postea legendam, tentaTerit, aut com illis, illicitos et in- 
honestos sermones Tel tractatas, temerario ansa habae- 
rit/' in Bulla Benedicti XIV. Saeramentum Pmnitentia, 
in perpetuum suspend! jubetnr ; " et idem Ben. XIY.^ 
tales solicitantes perpetu6 inhabiles ad missam cele- 
brandam decemit" Mandat praeterea Pontifex: caT- 
eant insuper diligenter confessarii, ne, poenitentibos 
quos noTerint jam ab alio solicitatos, sacramentalem ab- 
solationem impertiant, nisi prias denunciationem ad 
efiectam perducentes, delinqaentem indicaTerint com- 
petenti jadici, Tel saltem, se, com primum potuerint, 
delaturos spondeant et promittant/' 



§ DE CENSURIS. 

Contra sequentis lata est sententia Excommunica- 
tionis, ipso facto, incurrenda; k qua nullus sacerdos, 
nisi per specialem delegationem, absolTcre potest. 

1<*. Haeretici et apostatae. 2°. Duellantes, et eornm 
Patrini ; proTOcantes ad duellum ; necnon adspicientes 

* In Bulla que indp. In gmerali OmgrtgoH, 
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ex proposito.^ S^. Liberi muratore^*' 4^ Raptores fami- 
narum, et omnes qui consilium, auxiliani, ant favorem 
praebaerint.3 5^, Percussores clericorum.'* 6^, Regalares, 
qai Sacramento m Extremae Unctionis, vel Matrimonii, 
vei Eucharistiae per modum Viatici, administraverint, 
liine iicentia Episcopi vel parochi.<^ 7°. Procurantes abor- 
tam faet^s animati; aut co-operantes, effecta secuto.^ 
8**. Contrahentes matrimonium clandestinum ; et sacer- 
dos, et testes, tali matrimonio adsistentes^ 9°, Scienter 
contrahentes matrimonium, intra gradus prohibitos con- 
sanguinitatis vel alQSnitatis, sine dispensatione obtenta 
necnon Sacerdos, et testes, tali matrimonio adsistentes, 
cum scientia impediments^ 

Suspensio, ipso facto, absque ull^ ali^ sententid,, in- 
currenda, contra seqnentes lata est. 

P. Contra Sacerdotem, qui scienter in Matrimonio 
conjungere attentaverit, alterius Parochiae sponsos, sine 
proprii Parocbi aut Episcopi Iicentia. 2o. Contra cle- 
ricam^ qui Theatrorum publicorum quorumcumque spec- 
taculis adfuerit ; vel qui venationi clamosae, aut publico 
eqaorum cursui, interfuerit. 3°. Contra Sacerdotem, 
qui sine causa sulQScienti, quas nobis exprimi debet, bis 
in anno, k conferentiis abfuerit. 

Praeter causas suspensionis, in Jure Canonico decretas, 
censuram suspensionis, ferendae sententiae, decernimus ; 
contra parocbos, qui registrum Baptismorum et Matri- 
monioriom non habuerint ; contra Presbyteros, qui, sub- 
stractione ministerii, debita, sive oblata, exergerint ; 
contra Presbyteros, qui populum diebus Dominicis et 
Festis instruere neglexerint ; contra Parochos, qui sine 
Iicentia Ordinarii, ant Vicarii Generalis, in Scriptis 
obtenta, per duodecim dies continues, k Parochiis ab- 

1 Cone. Trid. Sess. xxx. cap. 19* ' Ben. XIV. 

* Cone. Trid. Sess. xxiv. de Ref. Matr. eap. 6. 
4 Cone. Lat. can. 19. 5 Greg. XIV. "Sedes Apos." 

6 Greg. XIV. ' Con8tltat»c».^.\\» 

8 Clement, lib. ir. tit. xmic. de coii%«iSL^, %lc« 
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faerint ; contra eos Presbyteros, qai absque nostra 
licentia, k sacro secessn, praescripto tempore, ablnerint ; 
contra eos, qui Missam celebrare aasi Iheiint, in laceris 
yel sordidis yestimentis ant com linteolis non mandis '* 
contra Parocbos qni scbedolam prvscriptam, episoopo 
non praesentayerint, occasione yisitationis ; contra Paro- 
cbos, qui in posteram plnsqaam qnindecim agri jn^ra 
condnxerint ; contra Sacerdotes, qoi ^ YisHationeni In- 
firmomm,'' ant alias preces, ad sanitatem corporis obti- 
nendam, legerint, pro persona qnacamqne, suae cnrae 
spirituali non conunissa; et generaliter, contra omnes 
clericos, qui in materia grayi, statuta dioecesana, yiola- 
yerint, 

Notandom, quod si sacerdos, actum ordinis exercendo, 
censnram yiolayerit, fit, ipso facto, irre^laris: et si 
yiolayerit irregalaritatem, excommnnicandns est. Ad 
irregnlaritatem incorrendam, nnlla reqniritor admonitio, 
yel denanciatio, nee excnsatignorantia. Neqae tolHtur 
irregalaritas, nisi dispensatione Episcopi, si ex occalto 
delicto orta est ; si yero ex delicto pnblico ortnm babu- 
erit tanc Summi Pontificis dispensatio reqoiritar. Casus, 
Svimmo Pontifici reseryati, semper babent censoram 
annexam. 

Meminerint sacerdotes, illis nnnqnam sab olio prae- 
textn licere, excommnnicationem, ant alias censuras, 
contra aliqnem ferre, aut etiam comminari: et molto 
minos licere, maledictos ant imprecationes invocare. 
Nonnonqoam qaidem necesse yidetur, qaosdam obdu- 
ratos et contnmaces peccatores, dnr^ increpare ; sed boo, 
ut palam fiat, omnino yetatnr, nisi delicta eomm sint 
notoria : ettanc etiam district^ probibemus, ne sacerdos 
olios aodeat, eos, ant nomine, aut aliqoo indicio, yel 
circnmlocntione designare, sine expressa licentia Epis- 
copi aut Vicarii Generalis. Qaandocomqae expedire 
yidebitur aliqaem corripere, recordetar sacerdos, Cbristi 
monitionis : ** Si peccayerit in te frater tans, yade, et cor- 
ripe earn inter te et ipsnm solum ; si te andierit, Incratus 
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eris fratrem faum. Si antem te non adierit, adhibe 
tecum unum ant daos, ut in ore duomm vel trium tes- 
tium, stet omne verbam. Quod si non aadierit eos die 
Ecclesiae." * 

Servetur ergo bic ordo cbaritatis ; et meminerint sa- 
cerdotes, duras, increpationes raro emendationem pro- 
ducere, et sermones opprobriis plenos, ad nibil inservire, 
nisi ut peccatorem contumacem faciant, et dedecus in 
Sacerdotem et Sacrum Cbristi ministerium, inducant. 
Imprimis autem caveant, ne ex illo altari, ubi Hostia 
pro peccatis offertur, et Evangelium salutis prsedicatur, 
increpationes aut opprobria efferre, propter debita, aut 
qusecumque alia, qnse lucrum mundanum sapere vide- 
antur. 

Quando quis ex populo in censuram incurrerit, non 
est absolvendus sine licentia ordinarii : et hac licentia 
non concedetur, donee reus, injuriam Deo, ycI proximo 
iliatam, plene reparaverit, et congruam poenitentiam 
impleverit, aut saltem susceperit. Qui in censuras pub- 
lic^ incurrunt, public^, in Ecclesia, absolvantur. 

» Matt, xviii. 16—17. 
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Pater misericordiamm, et Deas totius consolationis, 
qui consolatar nos in omni tribalatione nostra, et qni 
alia sacramenta donavit, at, per ea, fidelibus imperti- 
antur gratiae qnibus indigent, ad just^, et pi^ in yitae 
cursu Yivendum, Sacramentum Extremae unctionis 
benign^ instituit, nt in bora mortis, contra spiritnalis 
inimici impetus, protegamur. Quam necessaria sit 
gratia specialis, ut in Domino moriamur, abund^ patet; 
nam ut docet Concilium Tridentinum : *' Etsi adversarius 
noster, occasiones per omnem yitam quaerat et captet, 
ut devorare animas nostras quoquo modo possit ; nullum 
tamen tempus est, quo vebementius ille omnes suae ver- 
sutiaB nervos intendat, ad perdendos nos penitil^s ; et k 
fiducia, etiam si possit, divinae misericordiae deturbandos, 
quam cum impendere nobis vitae exitum, perspicit/' ^ 

Populum itaque doceat sacerdos, de necessitate di- 
vini auxilii in hoc sacramento impertiendl, ut k fideli- 
bus, yitae cursus, sanct^ et feliciter consummetur; et 
effectus Sacramenti annunciet, ut k Patribus Tridentinis 
explicantur.i *' Res porro et effectus hujus sacramenti, 
illis verbis explicatur: ' Et oratio fidei salvabit infir- 
mum, et alleviabit eum Dominus, et si in peccatis sit, 

1 Sess. 14. 2 sess. 14. cap. 2. 
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dimittentur ei;' res etenim haec gratia est Spiritus 
Sancti, cajus unctio, delicta, si quae sint adhuc expianda, 
ac peccati reliquias, abstergit; et aegroti animam alleviat, 
et confirmat, magnam in eo divinae misericordiae fiduciam 
excitando, quo infirmus sublevatur, et morbi incommoda, 
et labores levius fert, et tentationibus daemonis calcaneo 
insidiantis ; facilius resistit, et sanitatem corporis inter- 
dum, ubi saluti animae expedient, consequitur/' 

Cum manifest^ constet, mult6 facilius esse, se dign^ 
ad hoc sacramentum suscipiendum praeparare, in initio 
morbi, quam cum vires tam animi quam corporis deii- 
cere incipiunt; saepe moneatur populus, se district^ 
teneri sacerdotem accersere, statim ac morbus ingrave- 
scere videatur. Ipsos quoque clericos hortamur, ut 
etiam non rogati, cum primum in periculo aliquem ver- 
sari audierint, ad ipsum invisendum accedant : invitati 
autem, nullo modo se invitos exhibeant, nee pergere 
morentur; sed neque putent satis esse semel tanti^m 
aegrotum visitare, sed quandocumque commode fieri 
potest, iterum atque iterum, fratrem morti proximum, 
adjuvent et consolentur. 

Priusquam animae vires dimintitae fuerint, sacerdos 
aegrotum hortetur, res temporales disponere ; testamen- 
tum condere; aliena restituere, si ad hoc cum teneri 
contingat; et aliquid pauperibus et Religiosis usibus 
largiri, si etiam ad id, res satis suppetant ; sed dum hoc 
consilium, tradat, maxim^ caveat, ne suspicion! avaritiae 
locum praebeat; ne quoque modo insinuet ut aliquid 
sibi detur, vel testamento relinquatur ; et sub nullo prae- 
textu testamentnm scribat sacerdos, si alius, ad hoc satis 
peritus, inveniri poterit. 

Molta cura ailaborandum ut aegrotus inducatur ad 
rite peccata confitenda. Si in vitae cursu sine regulari 
Religionis observantia vixisset ; si frequenter in pecca* 
turn lethale, post confessionem relapsus esset; si ob 
aliquam causam timeatur, ne confessiones ejus praeteritae 
yalidae fuissent ; et si morbus talis sit, ul ^^\\^ ^\Sk^^x^>x 
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mdipie sos- 
sofbo, miuigi; sed 
pcccad fiirtai eamStaskme, ct alisolBtk»e poecpta, Eo- 
ckarisda ci dctor ; et lada%catia pleaana, quae in ar« 
licvlo Biortis coBceditar, postca ia^icitiatar. 

Recordctar saccidos» coamaacai esse Tkei^ogonim 
opuiioiica^ ifaod aaaaciaisqac latkHus capaXj teiicatiir 
in mortis aiticalo. Actus Tid^ Spci et Chaiitatis di- 
cere. Hoitetar igitar et adjarel ininaaBi,ad Ihm actus 
eliciendos. 

Qaandocamqae ro^tar Saceidos, at pto infinais oret, 
Btnim Infantfs sint, rel adaiti; atiaai iiMOiiaiA aat 
c|Mlepsi ant aliqaocnmqae mortM laboient; iie andeat 
allis precam foimnlis ati, practn* cas qaae in Ritoali 
Romano pnescribuntar. £t quoniam aliqaando accidit 
qaoaidam, animi aat coqMHris morbo laborantBiy de looo 
in Bocam Tagantes, ad Taiios Picsbjtcios aooedoe; 
district^ prohibimos, sub poena saspettsionis4 nobis, aot 
Yicario Nostio Geneiali fcfendae, ne qais saccrdos, 
preccs pro alio recitet, qui suae jurisdictioni spiiituali, 
non sit snbditus. 
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CAPITULDM DECIMUM OCTAVUM. 



DE SACRAMENTO ORDIKIS. 

Quo sanctiora sunt olQScia qnibus fungi debent, qui Sa- 
cramento Ordinis insigniuntur ; et quo magis prodest 
hominnm saluti, et Ecclesiae decori, ut eadem dign^ 
adimpleantur ; eo frequentiiis et ferventiiis ordinatis 
omnibus incumbit, '* ut resuscitent gratiam Dei quae 
est in ipsis per impositionem manunm ; '* ' e6que dili- 
gentiori cura seligenda sunt ac instituendi, qui ad 
Sacrosancta ilia munia obeunda, designentur. 

Onus quidem sustinere debent, vel angelicis humeris 
formidandum. Quo- non oporteat eum esse puriorem, 
qui mirantibus ac tremebundis angelis circumdatas, in- 
cruentum offere Sacrificium? Quo solari radio non 
splendidiorem manum Carnem Domini dividentem ; lin- 
guam quae tremendo nimis sanguine rubescit ? Quanto 
divinas gloriae studio, quanto, lucrandi Cbristo animas, 
desiderio flagrare debet is, cui concreditum est Dominicae 
Passionis fructus dispensare ! Quot debet donis coeles- 
tibus augeri, quot quamque eximiis yirtutibus clarescere, 
cujus est aliis in via perfectionis praelncere ; lapses eri- 
gere ; et inter bujus saeculi procellas, periciitantes susti- 
nere, ac in portum aeternae vitae, salvos perducere. 

Talem tantumque bonorem nemo sibi sumit '< sed qui 

' 2Tim.U.\6. 



60 DB SACRAMENTO ORDINIS. 

vocatar k Deo tanqaam Aaron/' ^ Vocatas yero labo- 
rem haad recaset ; sed corde magno, et animo volenti, 
se accingere festinet, ad ea omnia comparanda, qaibus 
instractus, vineam Domini rit^ excolere possit, in opere 
tam divino '* impendere et saperimpendi/' ' et vitam 
ipsam, si opus esset, profundere paratus. 

A pastore moneantar parentes, eos gravit^r peccare, 
qui mundanis afiectibus adducti, liberos suos impellere 
nitantar, ad statam clericalem eligendum aut fug^endam. 
Doceat insuper illos omnes, in maximo salutis pericnio 
versari, qui statam banc, nisi k Deo sint vocati, amplec- 
tuntur. 

Populam quoque moneat, ut si contingat scire ali- 
quam g^avem culpam, in iis qui ad ordines sacros aspi- 
rant, aut aliquam in eorum famili^ infamiam illos coram 
Deo obstrictos esse, talem culpam vei infamiam tempes- 
tiv^ notam facere, nt sanctasanct^ serventur, et ab Eccle- 
sise ministerio, indigni arceantur. 

Pastoris insaper est, diligenter erudire eos qui ordines 
suscipere volunt, nt distinct^ intelligant, quam magni 
momenti, et quam gravis periculi sit officium sacerdo- 
tale ; et quam puram opporteat esse propositum et 
quam sanctam vitam eorum, qui ministri Cbristi, et 
dispensatores mysteriorum Dei, constituentur. Admo- 
neant eos, omnem clericum teneri, Apostolum audire 
dicentem : '^ habentes alimenta et quibus tegamur, bis 
contenti simus,'' et si in ovile Cbristi intrent, ad pro- 
prium commodum assequendum, vel ad res familiares 
augendas, vel ad propinquorum emolumentum promo- 
vendum, ipsos divinae ordinationi oppositos esse et 
Cbristi ministerio indignos. 

Clericis omnibus, sub gravi conscientiae obligatione 
praecipimus. Nobis autVicario Nostro Generali, notum 
facere, non solum aliquod impedimentum, defectum, vel 
pravos mores, quos in iis ipsis, qui ad ordines aspirant 

i Hebr. v. 4. '2 Cor. x\i. U. ^ v Tim. vi. 8. 
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cognoverint ; sed etiam ea omnia, quae ad familiam aut 
propinquos eorum spectant, quse ipsos minas idoneos 
ad ordines suscipiendos reddere videantur. Si fieri 
potest, hsec omnia nuntiari oportet, .priusquam juvenes 
in seminarium intraverint, at e6 faciliiis k ministerio 
arceantar, omnes, qaoram mores, aut familia, vel mini- 
mam labem in sanctum sacerdotium inferre posset. 

Candidati omnes severo examini sunt subjiciendi, 
priusquam stadia Ecclesiastica inceperint. Quinimmo 
notandum, esse de jure Episcopi, subditum qnemcumque 
ad examen revocare, si justa de causa, necessarium 
videbitur. 
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CAPITULUM DECIMUM NONUM. 



DE SACRAliENTO IfATRIMONII. 

*' H^c est voluntas Dei sanctificatio yestra," ait Apos- 
tolus, et ut hsec divina voluntas perfectiiis impleatnr, 
misericors Dens, diversis hominum conditionibos, suas 
gratias largitus est, ut earum adjutorio, singulorum re- 
spective statuum muniis expletis, omnia pro iis, qui se- 
cundum ejus propositum vocati sunt sancti, in bonum 
co-operentur. Benignus ideo Salvator, Matrimonii con- 
tractum in dignitatem Sacramenti evehere dignatos est : 
ut qui rect^ ad illud suscipiendumsuntdispositi, copiosa 
gratia adjuventur, ad mutuum amorem indesinenter 
prsestandum, ad sedul6 laborandum pro sui-ipsorum 
salute, et ad prolem in Dei timore, et virtutis amore, 
instituendam. Gregi itaque suo praedicent Pastores, 
Divinse misericordiae, benignitatisque abundantiam, in 
hoc Sacramento pro eorum salute instituendo : et hor- 
tentur eos, qui illud suscepturi sunt, non camali ca- 
pidine, aut turpi avariti^ ducendos, sed pio potius 
desiderio Divinam voluntatem et ordinationem im- 
plenni. Curent insuper Presbyteri, ne Matrimoninm, 
sine debita reverentia, et solemn! tatecelebrando, populi 
devotio erga tam salubre institutum minuatur, ad quam 

1 1 ThesB. iv. 3. 
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promoYendam, non parum conducit ipsius Ministri 
compta et pia conyersatio ; obstat vero strepitus ver- 
borum, joci, et quaerendi quae sua sunt nimius et intem- 
pestivus amor. 

Ecciesiae regula et decreta circa matrimonium, tot, 
tantique momenti sunt, ut Presbyteris necessaria sit 
acourata et plena eomm cognitio : praesertim vero eos 
oportet intellig^re omnia impedimenta, quae prohibent, 
ant nullum faciunt connubialem contractum. 

Nullum, quocumque sub praetextu, Matrimonium ce- 
lebretur, sine publicatione Bannorum, vei dispensatione 
in eorum publicatione prius obtenta. Declaramus om- 
nes dispensationes, siv^ in publicatione Bannorum siv^ 
in impedimentis Matrimonii, ad duos tantum menses 
valere ; et si, elapso hoc temporis spatio, dispensatio ad 
effectum non perducatur, necesse erit illam renovare, si 
partes adhuc contrahere yoluerint. 

Decreto concilii Tridentini inhaerentes, jubemus, ut 
hi, qui Matrimonium inire proponunt, ad tribunal Poeni- 
tentiae accedant, tertio ad ultimum, die, antequam 
nuptiae celebranda sunt. 

Clero nostro notum facimus, nuliam posthaec dispen- 
sationem nos concessuros, nisi aut, propria persona, aut 
in scriptis petita fuerit, ab iilo sacerdote, cujus est officii 
Matrimonium celebrare. In dispensatione petenda, ne- 
cesse erit sacerdoti distinct^ explicare causas, ob quas, 
dispensatio postulatur; et clericos admonemus, sedulo 
inquirere, utrum causae allegatae, veritate nitantur. Si 
enim falsae causae in favorem dispensationis proponan- 
tur, aut verae causae contra dispensationem reticean- 
tur, dispensatio omnino nulla et invalida erit. Quan- 
documque dispensatio necessaria erit, sub nullo praetextu 
publicentur Banni, donee dispensatio obtenta fuerit. 

Sub poena suspensionis prohibemus, ne quis ex nos- 
tris sacerdotibus Matrimonium cujuscumque scienter 
celebret, qui ex suis parochianis non est, sine consueto 
testimonio libertatis k proprio paroclio o\AftXi\.Q. 
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Unusquisqae parochns, sab poena suspensionis, tene- 
tar servare Libram, in qao notanda sunt nomina om- 
nium qai matrimonio jangantar, et nomina testiam, 
cam die, mense, et anno, quibus celebratse snnt nuptise. 
Si dispensatio concessa est, ibidem notetur. 

Omnes et singulos, ipso facto, excommunicatos decla- 
ramas, qui matrimonium contrahere attentabunt, scientes 
se impedimento derimente irretitos esse. Presb3rtenim 
et testes, eidem excommunicationi subjicimus, si car. 
scientia impedimenti, nuptiali ceremonias intersint. 

Ob multa incommoda et pericuia, qui ex matrimoniis 
Catbolicorum cum acatbolicis proveniunt, Presbyteros 
nostros district^ prohibemus k celebratione talium matri- 
moniorum, sine licentia Nostri, vel Yicarii nostri Gene- 
ralis. 

Placet bic subnectere Decretum Pontificium, de 
Matrimoniis mixtis. 



PERILLUSTRIS ET REVSSME. dOMINE, UTI FRATBR. 

Exploratum est Amplitudini Vestrae nonnullos Hiber- 
niae Antistites, Sacram banc congregationem de Propa- 
ganda fide, pluries postulasse, ut Sanctae Sedis judiciam 
ipsis innotesceret, circa validitatem Matrimonioiiim, 
quae, inter unam partem Catbolicam, et alteram Hsereti- 
cam, non serrate form^ concilii Tridentini, in isto Regno, 
contrahuntur. Cum itaque necessariae ad resoWendam 
dubium notitias requisitae fuerint, ac demum, sub die 
3 Martio currentis, in maturum examen in Sacra Con- 
gregatione S. Officii, coram Sanctissimo Domino Nostro 
Pio PP. VI. revocatum fuerit ; Sanctitas sua, aaditis 
Eminentissimorum DD. DD. Cardinalium generaliom 
Inquisitorum suffragiis, decrevit, Matrimonia mixta, in 
Hibemia, contracta et conttabenda, non servatft. formft 
Concilii Tridentini, iis in \oc\s m ^\iV\w» «w«i C.qtvcs^^s& , 
Tridentinum, sive etiameius Decie\MLm^^%^.Ta!«.««^. N 



DE SACRAMEKTO MATRIMONII. 65 

1. de Reform, forsan fait promalgatum, alio non concur- 
rente oanonico impedimento, quamvis illicita, habenda 
tamen esse, nti yalida. Quod, ciim ita sit, Sanctitas sua 
valt aniversos istias Regni Archiepisoopos et Episcopos 
ut nihilominas carent retrahere Catholicos ab hujas- 
modi illicitis nuptiis. Dum itaqae Amplitadidem Ves- 
tram, de Pontificio hoc Decreto, certiorera facimas, 
bortamur etiam, at illad quantocitias omnibus Episcopis 
saffraganeis sais, pro eoram regimine ac norma, com- 
manicet. Deum Opt. Max. precamar, at eamdem Am- 
plitadinem Vestram sospitem diatissim^ servet. 

Amplitudinis Vestrae, 

Romas, 19 Martii, 1785, 

Uti Prater Stadiosissimas, 
L. Card. Antonellus, Prgeft»s. 

S. Borgia, Sec^'^s- 
Dno. Archiepiscopo Dubliniensi, 
in Hibernia. 

** Multi sant," aiant Patres Tridentini ' " qui vagan- 
tur, et incertas habent sedes, et, at improbi suntingenii, 
prima uxore relicta, aliam, et plerumque plures, ilia 
vivente, diversis in locis ducunt. Cui morbo cupiens 
S. Synodus occurrere, omnes ad quos spectat, patern6 
monet, ne hoc genus vagantium facile ad matrimonium 
recipiant. Parochis praecipit, ne illorum matrimoniis 
intersint, nisi prius diligentem inquisitionem fecerint, 
et re ad Ordinarium relata, ab eo licentiam id faciendi 
obtinaerint." 

Supra memoravimus Pastores teneri gregem suum 
docere naturam et effectus hujus Sacramenti : oportet 
insaper ut aliquando populo explicent ilia ex impedi- 
mentis dirimentibus, quae sine scandalo public^ expli- 
oari possunt. Praecipu^ ver6 curent, ut populos distinct^ 
intelligat, quod, quamvis impedVuv^wVo ^\q^^ ^€saX^ 
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efficerint ut noptiales ceremonise celebrarentor, tale 
matrimoniam oiniiin6 fore nullnm et inyalidmn, nisi 
dispensatio antea obtenta faerit. S»pe quoqae mone- 
antur Fideles, ipsis yetitom esse, Matrimoniis, Baptis- 
mis, aot aliis ceremoniis, adesse, eomm qai^ fidem Ca- 
tholicam non profitentur. 

N. B. Decretom Concilii Tridentini irritans matri- 
monia clandestina, pablicatum fait in omnibus Parochiis 
Provincise Dubiiniensis, die 2 Decemb. an. 1827. 
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CAPITULUM VIGESIMUM. 



DE VERBI DEI PRiEDICATIONE. 

Omnium sacerdotum caram animarum habentium, pree- 
cipuam et maxima necessarium est officium, pascere qui 
in iis est gregem Dei, verbum vitae annuntiantes, et 
monita salutis sedal6 tradentes : nisi enim primarium 
hoc munas dign^ impleverint, fructus aeternae yitae ex 
aliis saeri ministerii functionibus, nequaquam afferent. 
Hinc apert6 docet Apostolus : > " Si evangelizavero, non 
est mihi gloria: necessitas enim mihi incumbit. Vae 
enim mihi est, si non evangelizavero ! '' Quibis verbis 
sacra Scriptura nos docet : Praedicationem verbi, Pres- 
byteris non esse opus electionis sed necessitatis : et eos, 
qui tarn magni momenti munus, su& culp& neglexerint, 
divinae se subjicere ultioni. 

De hoc ita decrevit Concilium Tridentinum. ''' Archi- 
presbyteri quoque, Plebani, et quicumqne Parochiales, 
vel alias curam animarum habentes Ecclesias, quoquo 
modo obtineat, per se, vel alios idoneos si legitime im- 
pediti fuerint, diebus saltem Dominicis et Festis solem- 
nibus, plebes sibi commissas, pro sua et earum capicitate, 
pascant salntaribns verbis : docendo quae scire omnibus 
necessaria sunt ad salutem, annuntiandoque iis cum 
brevitate et facilitate sermonis, vitia quas eos declinare^ 

^ 1 Cor, ix, 16, !l ^ftft%. 'n . cKft. "i. 

F % 
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et virtutes qaas sectari oportet, ut poenam seternam 
evadere, et coelestem gloriam conseqai valeant. Id 
vero, si quis eonim praestare neglexerit, per censnras 
ecclesiasticas, seu alias, ad Episcopi arbitrium cogantar/' 

'' Mandat praeterea Sancta Synodus, ut Parochi inter 
missaram solemnia, aut divinorum celebrationem, sacra 
eloquia, et salutis monita, lingua vernacula, singulis 
diebus festis vel solemnibus explanent: eademque in 
omnium cordibus, postpositis inutilibus quaestionibus, 
inserere, atque eos in lege Domini erudire studeant/' ^ 

Cupientes itaque in omnibus Christi ei Ecclesiae spi- 
ritui conformes fieri, praedicta decreta, nostri cleri 
oculis, ultr6 subjicimus ; et tenore praesentium, omnibus 
Presbyteris, curam animarum habentibus, districts pras- 
cipimus, ut, singulis Dominicis et Festivis diebus, inter 
missarnm solemnia populo explicent Evangelium, aot 
aliquam partem Doctrinae Christianae, sub poena Eccle- 
siasticorum suppliciorum, quae contra eos denantiantur, 
qui hoc munus adimplere neglexerint. 

De iis vero, quae ex Evangelio, populo sunt enunci- 
anda, et de modo divini verbi praedicandi, aadiamas 
Apostolum Paulum : ^ 

" Et ego cum yenissem ad yos, fratres, veni non in 
sublimitate sermonis aut sapientiae, annuncians vobis 
testimonium Christi : £t Sermo mens, et praedicatio 
mea, non in persuasibilibus humanae sapientiae verbis, 
sed in ostensione spiritus et virtutis." In praedicatione 
igitnr explicet Pastor, non fncatis verbis, sed ommmB 
captui accommodatis, dogmata Fidd, quae CMnmbin 
scitu necessaria sunt: et regulas morum ita planas 
faciat, ut uniuscuj usque stattks homines, quse ab m 
agenda, quaeque fugienda sint, sin^ labore ediscant 
Recordentur clerici, primum esse gradum ad reet^ et 
fructuosd praedicandum, Praedicatorem, seria conaideni- 
tione, et diutarna divinorum contemplatione, menti et 

i Sess. xxiv. 7. ' 1 Cor. ii. 1, 4. 
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cordi sao, alt^ infixisse veritatem et valorem eonim, 
quae populo annanciare proponit. In mente teneant Prae- 
dicatores, dicta splendentia, et humanam eloqaentiam, 
rar6 esse utilia, et naoquam necessaria : et h contrario 
reminiscaotur, verba incalta, et ioconditos sermones, 
non solum fructum non afiere, sed et ignomini^, minis- 
teriam verbi afficere. Sermo igitur Christiani Praedica- 
tons sit simplex, sed bene dispositus, et cum modestia 
et gravitate pronnnciatus. Denique perpetu6 recor^ 
dentur Presbyteri, se ad praedicandnm esse missos, non 
ut laudem et plausus consequantur, sed ut sancta et 
utiliamonita salutis tradant; non ut auditoribus pla- 
ceant, sed ut eos meliores et sanctiores efficiant. 

Parum tamen per publicam praedicationem inter oves 
pietas promovebitnr, nisi sednlo iaboratnr ut mentes et 
corda juventutis, ad virtntis amorem excolantur. Huic 
mandat Episcopis Cone. Trid. ut etiam censuris eccle- 
siasticis, si necessariae sint, Clericos compellant ad ju- 
Tenes erudiendos. '^ lidem etiam saltem Dominicis et 
Festivis diebns, pueros, in singulis Parochiis, fidei ru- 
dimenta et obedientiam erga Denm et Parentes, dili- 
genter ab iis, ad quos spectat, doceri cnrabnnt : et si 
opus sit, etiam censuris ecclesiasticis compellant, non 
obstantibus privilegiis et consuetudinibus/' ^ 

Ne relinquant igitur sacerdotes hoc tam necessarium 
munus, laicis praeceptoribus, aut etiam Christianas Doc- 
trinae sodalibus, unic^ implendum; sed sui-ipsorum 
pr8Bsenti& et exemplo, alios incitent, et ipsi videant, 
juventutem ritd et perfect^, in fide et moribus institui. 

Parentes, tutores, et magistri, saepe moneantur, ipsos 
sub gravi obligatione teneri, ad eorum institutioni pro- 
videndum, qui ipsorum curae mandantur; et illos, Op- 
timo modo huic obligationi satisfacturos, si liberos et 
famnlos compellant adesse in Ecclesiis, dum catechismus 
edocetur Dominicis et Festivis diebns, et aliis temporibus 

1 Sess. xziy. cap. 4. 
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ad hoc destinatis. Qaoad hos yer6 qui " snorum et 
maxim^ domesticorum curam non habent/'^ et qui 
mandanis curis ita sunt dediti, ut liberos et famulos, 
non solum ad Ecclesiam non mittunt, sed etiam eos ab 
eadem retrahant, ut in laboribus domi velnt infigantor, 
hi, juxta Apostolum, '" fidem negftrunt, et suntinfideli- 
bus deteriores." 

* I Tim. V. 8. 2 1 liin.v. 8. 
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CAPITULUM VIGESIMUM PRIMUM. 



DE SODALITIIS, VOTIS, ET INDULGENTIIS. 

EccLESiA Catholica, Dei Spirita ducta, spiritualia dona 
fidelibus largiri consuevit, qui piis et approbatis soda- 
litiis nomina dantes, ad pietatem promoTendam et 
juyentutem Christianis moribus enidiendam adlaborant. 
Ipse quidem Dominus docet, quod, ubi duo vel tres 
congregati fnerint in nomine ejus, ipse erit in medio 
eorum. ' Hinc divina ejus gratia in populum suum 
abundantius effunditur, cum multi eorum non solum in 
ejus nomine congregantur, sed ejus spiritu in unum 
corpus adunati, ad Dei gloriam prmoovendam, pietatis 
et charitatis operibus exercendis, assidu^ connituntur. 

Ne Yer6 quod Religioni augmentum, et pietati decus, 
afferre debet, in Ecclesiae dedecus, et populi scandalum 
vertatur, curent Parochi, ne quis de suis subditis, qui 
non est probatas vitae, sodalitium quodcumque ingredi- 
atur. Prohibeant vero, ne multiplici oneri sodalitatum, 
rudes et indocti sese gravent. 

Quoniam autem nihil est, quod fidelium pietatem for- 
tiiis excitare potest, qnam divina charitas in sanctissimo 
Euch aristae sacramento exhibita, enixe confraternitatem 
Sanctissimae Eucharistiae curae et protectioni omnium 
sacerdotum commendamus. Hortentur eos, qui in Dei 

1 Matt, xviii. 90. 
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senitio ferrore ins^ncs suit, at in boc aodalitiiim in- 
ticnt : et at sodales bojvs ct aluum sodalHatiiiii, in- 
dn^entias ab Ecrlesia conccssas hicreatiir, habeant 
sacerdotes dies statntos et tcBpoia, qpibas eonfessiones 
sodalinm excipianL 

Jaun antea bortati smniis elericos curam animaium 
babentes, at oomi qao possant modo. foTeant et adjavent 
Cbristianae Doctrine Societatem. Haec sodalitas, non 
solum i sommis pontiicibos commendator, sed et ab 
omnibas sacerdotibas aestiniari debet tanqaam prae- 
cipaam eoram sabsidiam, sicat reTera est, ad javen- 
totem pi^ eradiendam, et ad bonam disciplinani in paro- 
cbii5 singalis promoTendam. Strict^ er^ prsecipimas 
et mandamos, at intra primnm annum post prompl- 
gationem bonim statutonim, praedicta sodalitas, in sin- 
f^olis bajos Dioeceseos Ecclesiis institaatur, nbi non 
fuerit prios introdocta. InTigilat insuper parocbas 
ejas augmento, ut quod ben^ inceptum fuerit, indies 
ejus ope, crescat, ac magis magisque stabiliatur. In 
appendice 2da, invenientur quaedam regulae, ad banc 
societatem instituendam et provendam, utiles. 

Quo profectoi radium, et in vita Christiana instita- 
tioni, melius consulatnr, praecipitur etiam, ut in sin- 
gulis supradictis. Ecclesiis, Bibliotheca constituatur ; 
ex qui, libri, praecipu^ diebas dominicis, juxta regulas 
in appendice da, insertas, populo commendentur, at 
lectione iUorum et meditatione, suis respective domibus, 
hybemo praesertim tempore, fideles Cbristi, sui ipsorum 
officia eiga Deum et proximum ediscant Quinetiam, 
ut qui fide orthodbxa a Deo sunt ditati, ejusdem fidei, 
et spei, quae in illis est, omnibas quaerentibus, rationem 
reddere valeant 



§ DE VOTIS. 

Yotum perficiendi aliquod opus pietads, aat erga 
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proximos caritatis, non solum ex natura sua, coram 
Deo maxima acceptabile est, sed et omnia opera, causd. 
adimplendi tale votnm facta, pecnliare meritum h virtute 
religionis dimanans, annexum habent Pensautes ta- 
men, eos, quinotabilitervotum, aut juramentum violant, 
gravis admodum delicti reos esse ; et memores infirmi- 
tatis humanae, in hac vita peccato et tentationibns adeo 
obnoxiaB ; necesse judicavimns, Presbyteros monere, ut 
nunquam sinant eos, qui snb eorum eura constituuntur, 
Yota emittere, nisi seria deliberatione prius habita; 
saepe et enixb divino auxilio implorato ; et proprii con- 
fessoris consilio et licentia impetratis. Juramenta pro- 
missoria nunquam emittantur, nisi ex gravissima causa, 
et post multam deliberationem, et districts sacerdotibus 
praecipimus, ut nuUos, aut ad confessionem, aut ad 
eucharistiam recipiant, caus&, vel praetextu ipsorum in- 
nocentiam probandi. 

Paulus Apostolus in prima ad Corinthios Epistola, 
cap. vii. apprim^ depingit, quam perfect^ ex hujus 
sascnli curis segregentur, et quam plen6 ad Dei servi- 
tium expediantur, illi, qui vitam cselibem amplectuntur ; 
et ide6 Christi vestigia secutus, tam verbo quam ex- 
ample, perpetuae castitatis vitam, magnoper6 commen- 
dat. Salvator tamen ipse dooet, '^non omnes capere' 
verbum istnd;'' et eos solos, ad perpetnsB castitatis 
vitam esse idoneos, quibus Deus admirabile et coeleste 
domum continentiae concedit. Quoniam ergo thesaurum 
hunc in vasis fictilibus portamus, multis tentationibus 
et periculis obnoxium ; et quoniam ob penuriam caeno- 
biorum, ubi vita coelebs tutius ducitur, magna incom- 
moda exoriri possint iis, qui Deo virginitatem voverent, 
si inter sasculi pericula versari cogantur; hinc statui- 
mus, et nullus pdstbac ex nostris sacerdotibus j ullnm 
personam ex sibi sudutis, votum perpetuao castiCatis 
emittere, inconsnlto Episcopo, permittat; quod idem 
observari volumus, ab iis omnibus qui confeasiones 
fidelium in hac Dioecesi excipiunt. 
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§ DE INDULGENTIIS. 

Quoniam aliqui ex rudioribus nostris, et molti ex iis 
qui orthodoxam fidem non profitentur, in errores, de 
natara et asu Indulgentiarum, non raro labuntur ; Pres- 
byteros omoes caram animarum habentes, admonemas 
.et hortamar, et populam sibi commissumy sedul6 doce- 
ant omnia quae scire oportet, circa naturam et utilitatem 
Indulgentiamm ; et de conditionibus qoae necessariae 
sunt ad hos caelestes thesaaros lucrandos. Praecipn^ 
doceant, quod ad Plenariam Indulgentiam conseqaen- 
dam, plemmque necessarium esse, Talid^ confiteri; 
eacharistiam devote suscipere ; et intento animo orare, 
pro yerae fidei propagatione, pro infideliom, haeretico- 
rum et peccatorum conversione, et pro pace conseryanda 
inter Christianos Principes et nationes. 

Necesse non judicavimus hie enumerare mnltas indal- 
gentias, quae, aut in Festis solemnioribus, aut propter 
opera pietatis vel Charitatis, obtineri possunt. Clericis 
nostris satis sunt notae, et ipsorum est officium, congniis 
temporibus, populo annunciare. Sed expedire judi- 
cavimus declarare, Nos, ex auctoritate nobis concessa, 
tenore praesentium, concedere, omnibus Presbyteris 
curam animarum quoquo modo habentibus, facultatem 
impertiendi, juxta formam in calce Ritualis Romani 
notatam, indulgentiam plenariam, fidelibus, qui in 
articulo mortis versantar. 

Quae sequuntur, excerpta sunt ex Decretis concilii 
Tridentini de usu indulgentiamm, et ea accurate ob- 
servari ab omnibus Presbyteris enix^ volumus. 

'^Cum potestas conferendi indulgentias k Christo 
Ecclesiae concessa sit, atque hujusmodi potestate sibi 
divinitus tradita, antiquissimis etiam temporibus ilia 
usa fnerit, S. Sy nodus, indulgentiarum usum, Chris- 
tiano populo maxim^ salutarem et sacrorum Conciliorum 
auctoritate probatnm, in Ecclesia retinendnm esse, docet 
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et preecipit; eosqae anathemate damnat, qui, aut in- 
utiles esse asserunt, vel eas concedendi in Ecclesia 
potestatem esse negant. In his tamen concedendis mo- 
derationem, juxta veterem et probatam in Ecclesia con- 
snetndinem, abhiberi cupit : ne nimia facilitate, ecclesi- 
astica disciplina enervetur. Abusus Yer6 qui in his 
irrepserunt, et quorum occasione, insigne hoc indul- 
gentiarum nomen, ab hsereticis blasphematur, emen- 
datos et correctos cupiens praesenti decreto generaliter 
statuit, pravos quaestus omnes, pro his consequendis 
unde plurima in Christiano populo abusuum causa 
fluxit, nmnino abolendos esse, ut ita sanctarum indul- 
gentiarum mnnus, pi^, sancte, et incorrupt^, omnibus 
Fidelibus dispensetur/' ^ 

1 Sess. ultim. Deer, de Indulc;. 



76 



CAPrrULUM VIGESIMUM SECUNDUM. 



THE EOCLBSnS PABOCHUUBUS. 

Nihil est fortassie, quo mains elaocft aehu Presbyteri, 
qnmm decore domiks Dei, et honorc cmlt&s ejus, pro- 
movendo; f oontrario anteat, nikil est qao clarius 
maniftRStatar, saoerdotes animam ia spiritnalibas defe- 
cissft, qnam domiim ejus propriam nitidam habere, dam 
in iUo tejnplo, quo Dens cxrli cohtnr, wm solum omatas 
et decor desiderantar, sed et squalor et sordes noii raro 
fastidinm generant. **• Interdam aocidit," ait aactor 
^ Regrale Cleri," ** at pn>ata domus Parochomm et ali- 
cram clenoonuii, eoromqae Testes lelaceant; dam 
inteiea, prob pudor! domns Dei, pnrificatoria et alia 
linteamina sacra, et Testes, qntc sacrificio divino inser- 
▼iant, sint pannosa, lacerata, et incarii sordescunt.'* 

De Nostro Clero, meliora speramus : moltom enim in 
Domino confidimas, ipsos, cam Psatte Re^o dicere 
posse : *' Domine delexi deooiem dom6s tnae, et locum 
babitationis gloria taas." ' Confidimas ipsos in memoria 
semper retentaros, inter pr»cipaa eonim officia esse, 
Bon obstante qaacamqae paapertate aot socordi& po- 
puli, at nitor et decor in Dei coltu et domo, omniam 
ocolis ac menti appareant. Presbyteri, ait Hierony- 
mas,* diligere debent decorem domUs Dei. ** Qaa- 



1 Psalm XXT. 8. 2 Sp. 3. ad Hdiod. 
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propter solicit! sint, si niteat altare, si parietes absque 
fuligine, si pavimenta tersa, si sacrarium mandam, si 
vasa lucalenta, et in omnes ceremonias pia solicitado 
disposita/' 

** Ab Ecclesiis/' aiont patres Tridentini, saecalares 
omnes actiones, vana, atqae adeo profana colloquia, de- 
ambulationes, strepitus, clamores, arceantur ; at domas 
orationis esse videatur, et dici potest." > Sanam banc 
et salutarem regulam, in omnibus senrari maxima ca- 
pientes, district^ prohibemus, ne quis ex nostris Pres- 
byteris, sub ulio prsetextu, ullius ecclesisB, vel sacelli, 
usum concedat, ad caetus publicos laicorum celebrandos, 
nisi cum bi coetus, de rebas ad religionem aut Chari- 
tatem pertinentibus, omnino aguntur. Prohibemus 
quoque, ne ullas proclamationes, ex altari^ aut etiam 
intra ecclesiam fiant, exceptis tantum Bannorum pnb- 
licatione, Jejuniorum et Festorum annunciatione, sta- 
tionum pro confessionibus excipiendis promulgatione, 
pro infirmis et defunctis precum petitione, et aliis hujus- 
modi, quae divinum cultam immediate attingunt. Cleri- 
cis quoque praecipimus, ut nihil eujuscumque generis 
sit, in area Ecclesiae vendi sinant ; et ut omni quo pos- 
sunt modo, prohibeant venditionem liquorum quibus 
homines inebriare possint, in yicinio Ecclesiae. Seri6 
et strenu^ improbent clerici tum eos, qui tabernas velut 
in atrio Ecclesiae constituunt, quum eos, qui spreto 
Domini timore, etiam diebus Dominicis, talia loca 
freqaentant. 

'' Placuit igitur ** (ait Concilium Chalcedonense) 
nemenem aut aedificare, aut construere monasteria, aut 
oratorii domum, sine conscientia ipsius civitatis epis- 
copi,'' ^ similiter loquuntur Patres Tridentini : ne pati- 
antur Episcopi, priyatis in domibus, atqne omnin6 
extra Ecclesiam, atque, ad divinum tantum cultum 
dedicata, oratoria, ab iisdem Ordinariis designanda et 

1 Sess. xxu. Deer. Quanta euro. « Gratian. Deer. C. xviil. Q. a.^t.T.. 
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Yisitanda, sanctam hoc Sacrificium k saecalaribns, aut 
Regolaribiu quibnsciimqae peragi." Ex his decretu, 
manifesto patet, nollom sacerdotem jus habere, aut in 
domo privata, oratorium institaere, aut alicubi sacellom 
▼el Ecclesiam, aut stationem pro Missa in Ecclesia, 
erigere, sine expressa licentia Ordiuarii. Notum pro- 
inde facimus, Nos, posthac nullam ad ecclesiam vel 
sacellum erigendum licentiam daturos, nisi hac con- 
ditione, ut, unk cum ecclesia vel sacello, sacristia, 
erigatur ; et Clericis praecipimus ut nbicnmque jam non 
sit erecta sacristia unicuique ecclesiae et sacello^ adji- 
ciatur. 

" Populi," inquit S. Augustinus, " confluunt ad Eccle- 
sias casta celebritate, honesta utriusque sexus discre- 
tione." Soliciti sint Presbyteri, banc tam antiquam et 
salntarem consuetudinem accurate serrari, yiros k mulie- 
ribus in Ecclesiis segregando, quantum commode fieri 
potest 

Praecipimus quoque, ut, ubicumque praevi^ factum non 
fnerit, sanctuarium repagulis validis sepiatnr, qa6 sic 
populus omnino ab accessu ad ipsum altare removeatur. 
Insuper, mandamus, ut, nullus in posterum laicus sub 
qnocumque praetextu, in sanctnario, dum missa cele* 
bratur, aut sancta quaecumque aguntur, manere per- 
mittatur. Excipiuntur hi qui Missae inserviunt. 

1 Sess. xxii. Deer. Quanta euro. 
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CAPITULUM YIGESIMUM TERTIUM. 



DE SCHOLIS. 

JuvENTUTis iostitatio qu^m magnoper^ sestimanda 
est ! Qais enim nescit, ex eat prsecipa^ pendere non 
solum ejus in yirtute profectum, sed et in hujusce vitae 
decursa, progressum felicem, faustumqne exitum ? Radix 
enim amara, ex qua muita yitia nascuntur, est igno- 
rantia; et dnm ea aufertur, jnvenes non solum meliores 
cives efficiuntur, sed et mentes eorum aptiores, ad scien- 
tiam Religionis, majori cum fructu, recipiendam red- 
duntur. Constat praeterea, mentes et corda teneras 
aptatis infantium, soepe et multum periclitari, et inter- 
dum omnino corrumpi, dum scholas, ubi nee literdrum 
scientia, nee pietas viget, discendi causft, frequentent. 
Ob has causas omnium Presbyterorum curam animarom 
habentium, et praecipu^ Pastorum, officium est, sedulo 
invigilare institutioni juyentutis, et moribus eorum qui 
scholis praefecti sunt. 

Imprimis igitur cura sit Pastoris, erigere, aut aliter 
comparare, scholas tantae magnitudinis quantae sufficiat, 
ut pueri rect^ in classes distributi, commode, modoque 
probato, edoceantur. Difficile est, pueros rect^ erudiri 
in Scholis istis augnstis, ubi nee ordo, nee disciplina 
servari potest : et multum temporis infmctuos^ territur 
in illis scholis^ ubi vetns et impeiiec\.\X!& \Xk!cA^t^ ^^s^^t^^^y. 
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k radioribns magistris adhnc rednelnr. Jas sanm ergo, 
et aQctoritatem, Parochas exerat, nt, talibus scholis 
eliminatis, eis tantam patrocinetar, in quibus modas 
docendi, nuper indactus, et omDinm plausu exceptas, 
introduci potest atque servari. 

Omnibas Pastoribns etVicariis prsecipimas, ntscholas 
saepe visitent : et dum ibi morentar, talia consilia magis- 
tris, et monita scholaribus tradant, quae maxim^ oppor- 
tuna et utilia yidebantur. Inquirant utram Sancti 
Domini Evaogelii doctrinft, paeri imbaantur? utrum 
juramenta, mendacia, turpiloquia, et rixae praecayean- 
tar? aut cam commissa fuerint condign^ puniantur? 
et utrum Parentes filios et filias ad scholas mittere neg- 
ligant? Attent^ libros scrutentur, etsialiquos deprehen- 
derint, in quibus Religio sancta oppug^atar, aut ex 
quibus mores scholarium periclitari possint, Magistroin 
sever^ increpent, et libros istos amoTeri curent. 

Sacerdotibns insuper inenmbit ofiScium invig^hmdi, 
moribus et vitse eorum qui scholis prsesnnt. Neminem 
yero ad hoc officium deputent, nisi probata testimonia, 
morum honestatis, yitao integritatis, et scientise suffi- 
cientis, protulerit. Nee docendi munere fungi sinant 
cos, qui id officium negligunt, aut qui bonie vitse exem- 
plum, juventuti baud praebent. 
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CAPITULUM VIGESIMUM QUARTUM. 



DE DEBITI8 COLLIOENDIS. 

Cum in Prooemio honim statutoram, memoraverimas ilia 
Apostoli verba, quibus admonemur, ^'pascere qui in 
nobis est gregem Dei, non coact6 sed spontane^, non 
turpis lacri gratift, sed volantari^/^ ^ et quoniam nunc 
dicere oportet de collationibns fideliam, seu, at vocantur, 
debitis, qnibas vita Clericomm sustentatar, et de snmma 
eonun, ac modo pro iis colligendis aptissimo ? profundi 
cogitantes, qn^m ver^ difficile sit, conciliare jas debitae 
compensationis, quam cleri just^ sibi vindicant, cum 
animo proprii emolumenti posthabendi, qao omni tem- 
pore, et in omni reram eventu, Presbyteros daci decet ; 
expedire jndicayimns dilectos Nobis in Christo sacer- 
dotes hortari, at samma fidacia semper fidant, illo coelesti 
Patri,*'qai prasstat nobis omnia abandd ad fraendam,"* 
et at nanqaam hominam malitid, aat injustitift devicti, 
discedant ab ilia charitate, ^' qaas omnia sastinet, et quas 
saasunt non quaerit '^^ sed at in colligendis jast6 debitis, 
ita agere stadeant, at iniqui etiam et perversi confiteri 
cogantar, nos non dominari ratione fidei aat officii, quo 
fangimur, sed adjatores esse spei ipsorum ; et dam de 
coelestibas thesaaris illis ministramas veracitar anicaiqae 
nostram liceat dicere ; *' non qoaero vestra sant sed tos/' « 

1 1 Pet. V. 2. « 1 Tim. vi. 17. * I Cot. xtti. b,7 . ^ ^^^T,^«liv.\<, 

Q 
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Vestigiis ergo Christi, et Apostoli ejus insistentes, et 
maxim^ solicit! tarn k clericis amoyere, omnem errandi 
locum, quam eorum proyidere justae compensationi, eo 
modo quo penaria plebis in hoc tempore egestatis, non 
grayior fiat ; minimi autem cupientes, manificientiam fide- 
liiim erga clericos quacamqae occasione cohibere, sed hoc 
solam intaentes, ut quae ex lege divina supra memora- 
yimns, non praetergrediantur clerici, praecipimus, ut in 
debitis colligendis, quae sequuntur regular, accarate ser- 
yentur. 

De diyitibns baud necessum esse judicavimus, certain 
de debitis regulam statuere. Speramus enim eos, pro 
suk pietate, quae suo ordini atque ampliori fortunae, sunt 
consentanea, suorum respective Parochorum congruse 
sustentationi, collaturos. 

Illi qui, negotiation!, agrive culturae dediti, abundantia 
quadam bonorum, optimaque fama et aestimatione inter 
suos conciyes gaudent ; Debita, quae infr& notantur, sol- 
dere teneantur, occasione sacramenta suscipiendi, aat 
dnm pro ipsis o£Bcium aliquod Religionis aut Pietatis k 
suo Pastore exercetur ; scilicet : — 

Post celebratnm Baptismum, quinque solidi solyantar : 
post solemnizatum Matrimonium, quadraginta solidi: 
Testimonio libertatis ad Matrimonium contraband um 
dato, decem solidi ; occasione Missas pro defiinctis, 
praesente cadayere, et quando officium et Missa non 
cantantur, decem solidi. Quando yero officium et Missa 
cantantur, Parocho solyantur quindecim solidi, et sin- 
gulis aliis Presbyteris decem solidi, nisi in iis locis, ub, 
consuetudo, minorem sunmiam solyendi, yigeat. Si 
yero sacerdos quisquam, quamyis officio diyino intersit, 
Missam non celebrayerit, eodem die, in dome defoncti, 
aut in loco ubi officium cantatur, quinque solidos reci- 
piat. Pro missis priyatis stipendium sit duo solidi nee 
minus. Extremas Unctionis Sacramento collate, nihil 
k Sacerdote petatnr ; si quid yero ultro fuerit oblatam, 
accipi potest Ubi consuetum est, coUationes post matri- 
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moninm facere, praecipimas, nt liberse et spontaneae sint : 
et district^ mandamas, ut nihil, sub qnocamqae praK 
textu, in Tribanali Poenitentiae accipiatnr. 

Quoad eos, qui sibi, suisqne, magna cum industria et 
labore, tenuiorem yictum comparant, debita quad se- 
quuntur solvant ; scilicet : 

Post collatum Baptismum, duos solidos et dimidium ; 
post solemnizatum Matrimonium, viginti solidos ; Testi- 
monio libertatis ad contrahendum dato, quinque solidos : 
post Missam pro defunctis, praesente cadavere, quinque 
solidos. 

Ab iis yero qui omnino pauperes esse videntur, nihil 
exigatnr ; sed si spont^ aliquid offerant, accipi potest. 

Quoniam mos est, apud stationes confessionnm colli- 
gere debita, quibus praecipu^ vita sacerdotum sustenta- 
tur ; et quoniam haec consuetudo, pecuniam conquirendi, 
in ipso tempore quo animi omnium qui astant divinis 
soliim rebus occupari debent, non partkm incommodi 
affert ; enixe clericos hortamur, ut in ejus locum substi- 
tuant consuetudinem, in aliqua parte hujus Provinciae 
jam vigentem, et quam nos omnin6 probamus, et dero 
commendamus. Secundum ilium morem, unus yel duo 
probi homines, ex unoquoque pago ruralium Parochia- 
rum, k Pastore eliguntur, qui post Festa Epiphaniae et 
Ascensionis Domini, singulis annis, colligant ex om- 
nibus qui solyere yalent, debita, quae apud stationes 
consuetum est recipere, et ea Pastori tradant. Sed ubi- 
cumque mos iste laudabilis adhuc non yiget, praecipimus, 
ut debita, apud stationes, modo sequenti colligantur. 

Post Missam celebratam, (et district^ praecipimus, ut 
apud stationes Missa nunqnam omittatur,) et cum cele- 
brans gratias post Missam de more egerit, Parochus, 
aut qui ejus yices gerit, inyitet astahtes, debita consueta 
super altare offerre, sed neque dum coilationes fiunt, 
neque ante, neque post, ullus, ob non soluta debita, 
ibidem increpetur aut yerecundi^ officiatur, ne sancta 
nostra Religio, yel ejus Mysteria aut MmviAfit^ ^xyci^l^cNad6. 

Q a 
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reverentift priyetur ; ne fideles, praecipn^ qui inter eos 
pauperes sint, erubescere cogantar ; aut ne omiiino sacra- 
mentum reconciliationis deserant, aut non bene dispositi, 
ad Corpus Domini accedant. 

Haoasqne progress! snmas in definiendo sommam de- 
bitorum quae exigi possant, regulamque statuimus, ab 
omnibus sequaliter servandam; non indh tamen muni- 
ficentiae, aut pietati eornm, limites apponimus, qui ultro, 
et sine querelft, plus offerre velint 

Animadvertant Clericiy Nos, in Scheduia praedicta 
debitorum, nil egisse de quibusdam fortuitis emola- 
mentis quae quamvis quoad summum incerta, et quoad 
modum ea coUigendi, yald^ sint diversa, consuetu- 
dine tamen antique, probantur, et firmantur. De his 
yer6 yolumas ut eadem modestia, et charitas eadem 
oinnino servetur. Denique invigilantes super istud 
Domini mandatum, ''gratis accepistis gratis date/'^ 
et providentes ne modo aut occasioue ulla yioletur, 
prohibemus, sub poena suspensionis, ne in adminis- 
trandis Sacramentis, aut benedictionibus quibuscumque 
impertiendis, quis ex nostris sacerdotibas, substratione 
.ministerii, debita exigat; quod lege yel consuetudinc, 
non k se introducta, sed legitime probata, sancitur, 
requirat ; cayeat autem in omnibus ne paupertate labo- 
rantes, aut miseria oppresses, exigendo pecuniam, rubore 
afficiat ; ne Evangeliam iis venundari yideatur, aut 
Christas vertatar in opprobrium. 

Neque intempestiyum erit, hac occasione, mentionem 
facere de antiqiaa consuetadine, frumentum apud domos 
fidelium colligendi ; quae consuetude in illis temporibus 
ortum babuit, quibus yoluntaria paupertas, nihil attulit 
dedecoris, aut ministerio ipsi, aut iis qui, ostiatim men- 
dicando, yitam sustentabant. Mos tamen iste, in bis 
temporibus, et in hac regione, ubi Cathollci cum aco- 
tholicis admixti yiyunt, non paryo multis offendicalo 

^ Matt. X. 8. 



DB DEBITIS COLLIOENDIS. 85 

est. Enix^ ergo capimas, at haec consuetudo, in aliam, 
moribns hujus regni magis consentaneam, mutetar. 
Interea tamen, omnes clericos, tarn regulares quam 
saecalares in Domino hortamur, ut tales quaestus faciant, 
non per semetipsos, sed per aliquem probum et modestum 
famulum, ab iis in hoc opus, depatatum. 
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DE VISITATIONE PAROCHIALI. 

« Attendite Tobis, et nniyerso gregi, in quo vos Spi- 
ritns Sanctus posuit Episcopos, regere Ecclesiam Dei 
quam acquisivit sanguine suo ; ** * yirtute hujus Aposto- 
Joci praecepti, Episcopum oportet totam suam Dioecesim 
frequenter lustrare, ut cognoscat utrum universus grex, 
k Principe Pastorum suse curae commissus, et pro cnjus 
salute, rationem posth^c redditurus est, in omnibus, rit^ 
et fideliter pascatur et regatur. Et quoniam Ipsius est 
officii, omne malum ex grege tollere ; omne opus bonum 
commendare et perficere; atque tarn clericos quam 
Jaicos excitare ad ferventiiis laborandum, pro majori 
Dei gloria, et sui-ipsorum aeterna salute; Ecclesia, 
diversis temporibas, maximd autem in Concilio Triden- 
tino, Episcopis, Dioeceses visitantibus, largiorem aucto- 
ritatem et jura concessit, et potestatem pleniorem ad 
abusus tollendos, et delicta punienda, in decursu visita- 
tionis, permisit. 

Prascipui fines visitationis Episcopalis ; ut in Pontifi- 
cali Romano notantur, sunt sequentes : 

1°. Sedul6 inquirere, utrum Ecclesiae, altaria, calices, 
pixides, vascula pro Sanctis oleis serrandis, vestes 
sacerdotis, et linteamina altaris, et, uno yerbo, omnia 

1 Acta XX. S8. 
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qaae ad Missae sacrificiam, Sacramentoram administra- 
tionem, et cultum diyinam necessaria sunt, conserventar 
in illo ordine decenti, et congmo splendore, qai tarn 
Sanctis usibus conveniat. 

2«. Inyestigare, ntr^m singnlaram Parochiarnm sacer- 
dotes, populam, verbo et exemplo diligenter instruant 
et utrAm zelo, et fidelitate, omnibus sacri ministerii 
muniis fungantnr. £t si aliqua popnli querela contra 
sacerdotem prolata et probata fuerit, ab Episcopo, reus 
aut increpandas, ant aliter pnniendus est. 

3<». Inqairere, utriim in Parochia sint publici abnsus, 
grayia scandala, aut notoria delicta, quae auctoritatem 
Episcopalem exigerent, nt puniantar et toUantnr. 

40. Casus reseryatos et censuras inquirere ; in caeteris 
quae de jure aut consuetudine, ad jurisdictionem Epis- 
copalem pertinent, judicare ; et in quantum necessarium 
yidebitur, omnibus consilia et monita in spiritualibus 
praebere. 

5°. Sedulo et accurate inyestigare statum sodalitatum 
et confratemitatum in parochia, et omnia quae ad scholas^ 
et juyentutis institutionem, spectant. 

6\ Sacramentum confirmationis administrare. 

Pracipimus et mandamus, ut duabus ante Dominicis, 
in unaquaque Parochias Ecclesift, populo annuntietur 
dies, in qu& yisitatio habenda est; eadem occasione, 
publici peccatores, et si quis k Communione Paschali 
abfuerit, moneantur, se sistere Episcopo, ut ab ipso con- 
grua poenitentiaB opera imponantur, et ut qui digni 
habiti fuerlnt, Ecclesiae reconcilientur. 

Districts quoque praecipimus, sub comminatione sus- 
pensionis, ut singuli Parochi, man6 die yisitationis aut 
pridi^ ejusdem diei, nobis mittant yel tradant, schedu- 
1am, cujus exemplar in appendice quarta inyenitur. 
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CAPITULUM VIGESIMUM SEXTUM. 



DE EXIQUIIS DEFUNCTORUM. 

Cum ^* sancta et salabris est cogitatio pro defonctis 
exorare ut k peccatis solvantur/^ > Pastores in Domino 
hortamur, ut paternam solicitudinem erga ipsos gerant, 
et a^teniam requiem pro eis, et praesertim pro suae gregis 
defunctis, in Missae sacrificio, pia mente exorent. Po- 
pulum quoque assidu^ instruant, magnam esse yim 
incruenti Sacrificii, eleemosynarum et suffragiorum fide- 
lium ad liberandas animas, in Purgatorio detentas. 

Caveant Ter6, dum de hoc fidei et pietatis dogmate, 
fideies instruunt, ne ullum scandali dent locum ; quod 
quidem accideret, si lucri gratial, non charitatis affecta, 
se duci ansam suspicandi praebeant. 

Cum pro publicis peccatoribns, qui h vita sine uUo 
poenitentiae signo decedunt, Ecclesia nee preces nee 
sacrificia Deo offerat, mandamus, ut k nostris sacerdo- 
tibus haec regula sancta serve tur. 

Missam solemniter celebrari pro defunctis non licet, 
nisi saltem sex clerici, vel loco clericorum pueri mu- 
sicaB periti, simul in choro canentes adsint. 

Omnes sacerdotes monemus, ut dum officiis defanc- 
torum intersunt, veste talari et superpelliceo sint 
induti : dum officium vero et Missa peraguntur, neque 

1 Mach. zii. 46. 
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horas recitent, neque confabulentar, neqae sese aliter 
distrahant. 

Recordentor Clerici, se ea occasione vocari, non 
solum ad implorandum misericordiam pro defanctiSy 
sed etiam ad praestandum consolationem et aedificationem 
viyis. Omnis ergo levitas et incaria yitetur, et talis sit 
gravitas, modestia, et pietas, at circumstantes excitentur 
ad seriam considerationem mortis et ad teneram pietatem 
ei-ga defanctos. 

Memores quoque sint Presbyteri, se, hac occasione, 
conspici et notari non sol^m k snis, sed saep^ ab iis 
etiam qui Catbolici non sunt Caveant igitar ne, offi* 
cium festinanter, et sine reyerentid. rectitando, aut 
Missam solemnem yelociter et negligenter cantando, 
locam praebeant snspicandi, se potius ad opus seryile 
accessisse, quam ad officiam Religionis et caritatis adim- 
plendum. Iliad ergo qaod profertar ex ore, yersetar in 
corde : fideliam enim reyerentia erga diyinam caltam, 
et coram pietas in cos qai cam signo fidei decesserant^ 
mirific^ excitantar, si officiam et Missa Defanctorum, 
com decore, et solemni canta, et conyenit, coram ipsis 
celebrantar. 

Psalmi igitar et lectiones, lent^ et distinct^ reciten- 
tar ; ne incipiant Clerici, in ana parte chori, donee in 
altera parte finitum erit ; paasa in medio aniascajasqae 
yersos accurate seryetar ; et onmis festinatio et confusio 
sedal6 eyitentar. 

Unosqoisqae ex nostris dericis accarat^ ediscat Masi- 
cam, in Officio et Missa Defanctoram Cantandam. Si 
yero ex qaodam natarali defecta, ob qaem solam exca- 
sari potest, neqaeat illam discere tam perfects qaam 
optandam esset: cantet tamen, sed sabmissa yoce, ita 
ut, dam caeteris cantantibas qaid adjamenti affert, chori 
harmoniam non partarbet. Dam in choro cantatar, 
omnes daci oportet, ab iis qai cantores constitaentur. 
Vide Capitalam " De Officio Diyino/' 

Dam in choram intrant clerici, etdam ^^ ^^^^^^^- 
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dinntur, bini et bini incedant, sine festinatione aat con- 
fusione: reverentiam debitam Altari nunquam prseter- 
mittant : et semper sint memores se teneri decorem et 
reverentiam domus Dei in aliis, non solum verbo, sed et 
exemplo, augere. 

In die depositionis defuncti, vel pridi^, non licet nos- 
tris sacerdotibus apad familiam defuncti, yel eorum 
impensis, prandere ; sicut nee apad eos, in quoram 
domibus stationes confessionum, statatis temporibus ha- 
bentur; nee in fraudem hujusce legis aliquid agatur. 

Vigiliae tumultuariae exequiarum probibeantur : imo 
paulatim aboleantur: et redarguantur, qui bis favent. 
Suadeant sacerdotes ut preces et lectiones spiritaales, 
quibus cumqae ladis substituantur : Parocbi pro sua 
aactoritate moneant, ne tabacum in vigiliis saperditetur : 
ne impensae inutiles fiant; quae vertuntur in fomitem 
peccatorum : Suadeant Ter6, et si opus fuerit jubeant, ut 
cadaver ad sepulturam ante meridiem, vel summo man^ 
deferatur. 

District^ probibemns, ne juvenes, qui matrlmonio non 
sunt conjunct!, vigiliis intersint ab occasu usque ad 
ortum solis : iis tantum exceptis qui in gradu propinquo 
defuncto, dnm viveret, conjuncti fuerant. Glericis prae- 
oipna cnra sit, ut omni quo possunt mode, h«nc tam 
salutarem regulam servari. 

lUam quoque fnnestam et populo Cbristiano exitiosam 
consuetudinem, potum inebriantem in funeribus sui^>e- 
ditandi, omnino improbamus et probibemus ; et clericis 
pra»cipimus, satpe populo annunciare banc nostram pvo* 
hibitionem : et (si necessarium videbitur) minitentar 
clerici, se sepulchrum non benedicturos^ nisi hie tdm 
probrosus abusus toliatnr. 
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CAPITULUM VIGESIMUM SEPTIMUM. 



DE STATUTIS OBSERVANDIS. 

AccEPiSTis nunc, Adm. Rev. et dilectissimi Fratres, sta- 
tuta ilia Dioecesana, qnae, implorato diyino aaxilio, post 
sednlam et maturam deliberationem, summd, cur& para- 
vimus. Hnnc non modicum laborem libenter susce- 
pimus quoniam 'Mn hoc positi sumus/' ^ ut gloria Domini 
amplius in terra augeatur ; ut disciplina Ecclesiastica ad 
amussim servetur ; ut derus nobis in Deo dilectissimus, 
in omni opere bono perficiatur ; et ut fidelis iile populus- 
Apostulatui nostro commissus, ad vitam seternam con- 
sequendam, perfecti^s edoceatur et adjuvetur. Memores 
tamen, quod, quamvis homini conceditur plantare et 
rigare, Dei est incrementum dare ; totam fiduciam nos- 
tram, in £o reponimus, deprecantes et sperantes, ut opus 
quod pro ejus honore inceptum est, per ejus omnipo- 
tentem gratiam, perficiatur. 

In his constitutionibus parandis cordi nobis erat, salu- 
tarem disciplinam ita in omnibus temperare, ut qu^m 
maxim^ accommodata sit, tam prsesenti statui Ecclesiae 
in hoc regno, quam sanctitati et perfection! officii sacer- 
dotalis. NihU ergo districts praecepimus nisi ea, quae 

1 1 Ttiess. iU. s. 
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necessaria esse, experientia docnerat; et nihil enah 
commendavimas, nisi qu» ad salutem animamm, mal- 
tum proficere jadicaylmus. Nunc, itaqne, virtute aac- 
toritatis k Christo nobis concessae, abrog^ata fore decer- 
nimas k die qno haec nova statuta execntioni incipiant 
mandari, et ex nnne, et pro tunc abrogamus, omnia sta- 
tata Dioecesana, in nostra Dioecesi hactenus publicata ; 
et ordinamns, praecipimus, et mandamus, et haec statuta 
Dioecesana, ab omnibus, nostro spirituali regimini sub- 
jectis, praecipu^ yer6 ab omnibus Presbyteris, tain regu- 
laribus quam saecularibus, a die Epiphaniae Domini. 
An. Red. Sal. 1832, semper et accurate cnstodiantur et 
obseryentur ; sub poena gravis inobedientiaB et censura- 
rum, quae, vei ipso facto latae sunt, vel k nobis, aut k 
Vicario Nostro Generali, sunt ferendae. 

Volumns quoque, ut haec statuta semel in anno, a sin- 
gulis sacerdotibus attente perleg^antnr : et ut in una* 
quaque hebdomada, singuli sacerdotes, curam animanun 
unoquoque modo habentes, nnum capitulum perlegant 
Vicariorum Foraneorum conscientias g^yiter oneramos, 
ut hornm statutorum observationi, assidu^ invigilent, et 
si alicubi, et incurid, vel malitift hominum, eadem negligi 
vel pessumdari, ad eorum notitiam penrenerit, manda- 
mus, ut statim transgressores aut ipsi coriipiant, et cor- 
rigant, aut ad Nos, vel ad nostrum Yicarinm Oeiiermleai 
remittant, ut condign^ puniantur ; et ita fadentes " com 
apparoerit Princeps Pastorum percipiant imnaaicesci- 
bilem glorias coronam/' ' 

Et nunc Adm. Rev. et dilectissimi Fratres, qaicamqne 
banc regulam secuti fuerint, pax super illos, et miaen- 
cordia, et super Israel Dei ;"^ *' Et Deus paeis aptet 
yos in omni bono, ut fa<»ates ejus yoluntatim, faciens in 
yobis quod placeat eorum se, per Jesnm Christiim, eai 
est gloria in saecula saeculornm. Amen." ' 

1 1 Pet. y. 4. 3 Qal. iv. i6. * Heb. ziii. ai. 
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Rules for conducting EccUsiattical Conferenee$ xn the 

Province of Dublin, 

Conferences in moral and dognnatic theology, and, on 
the rites and ceremonies of the Church, are to be held 
from within the first week of July to October, both in- 
clusive, in each year. The places where they shall 
be held are to be determined by the Ordinaries re- 
spectirely. The Archbishop, Bishop, or master of Con- 
ference, will preside. 

All the Clergy are to attend the Conferences of their 
respective districts or deaneries, unless any of them be 
exempted therefrom by special license of the Ordinary, 
which license, however, shall not exempt them from the 
fines to be paid by absent clergymen ; which fines are 
hereafter specified. All and each of the Clergy are equally 
bound to act as respondents, when called on in con- 
ference ; but Parish Priests, when three years collated, 
are exempted from preaching at conference. Whoever 
presides at conference, is, whilst presiding, vested with 
the authority of the Ordinary, in all that regards the 
ofiice he then fills, and his authority is accordingly to be 
reverenced and obeyed. The subject matter, for the 
conference in each year, will be published in the direc* 
tory. 
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lerelent matter be introdaced, or desultory ccmTersatiQii, 
whether relating to theological or other sak^ects, be per- 
ndtted. When the Conference will hare been thus con- 
docted for one hoar, the defendants wiU resume their 
Ibnner places, and the master of Conference will himself 
proceed to interrogate the clergy present, each in his 
tarn, for a short time, on the proportions or qaestioDS 
remaining to be discossed, and will continue to do so, 
until three o'clock in the afternoon. 

At three o'clock the president will speciff the pro- 
positions or questions to be discossed at the next fol- 
lowing Conference : he will name the Clergyman who 
shall preach, and, also those who are to defend or re- 
spond on that day ; and haying knelt down and recited 
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the short prayer, ^* Actiones Nostras/' &c. will dismiss 
the assembly till dinner. 

Dinner shall be served precisely at four o'clock, and 
to promote economy, as well as to avoid the appearance 
of luxury, no wine is to be introduced at or after dinner. 
The members of the Conference shall separate precisely 
at six o'clock, and will not afterwards, in the town or 
village where they assemble, take wine, or any other 
inebriating beverage. No lay person can be admitted 
to dine with the Clergy on the day of Conference. 

The fines which may be incurred by absence from 
Conference, are to be levied by the president at the Con- 
ference next following, and applied as the members of 
such conference will direct. The fines are as follows : 

«. d. 

For absence from the Sermon only 2 6 

For absence from the Sermon and Conference 5 
Should any Clergyman be absent from two 
successive Conferences in the same year, he 
shall, for the second absence, be fined. ••••••• 10 
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RULES OF THE SOCIETY OF THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINB. 

'* They that instruct many into justice, shall shine as stars for ill 

eternity."— Dan. xii. 3. 

For admission into this society, it is only reqniied that 
the names of the members be enrolled in a book, kept 
for that purpose by the President. Bat for the forma- 
tion, improvement, and preservation of this Society, and 
that its labours may be efficient, the following rules are 
recommended for adoption. 

1. The object of this Society is to promote, amongst 
all classes of the faithful, the knowledge of the Christian 
doctrine, and it is to be, in all things, under the special 
care and superintendence of the parochial Clergy. 

2. Its President, Vice-President, and Treasurer, are to 
be elected by ballot, on the first Sunday of January in 
each year, and a Secretary is to be appointed by the 
President. The election of these officers must be con- 
firmed by the Parish Priest. 

3. The members are also to be chosen by ballot ; bot 
no person can be proposed until he shall have obtained a 
written certificate from some one of the parochial cleigy, 
and he cannot be voted into the society, until he shall 
have been employed for two months in discharging the 

duty of a member. 



APPENDIX II. 97 

4. A meeting of all the members shall be held on the 
first Sunday of each month, at which every thing re- 
garding the welfare of the Society shall be discussed 
and determined. If possible one of the clergy shall 
attend this meeting. 

5. A Committee of ^ye shall be chosen on the first 
Sunday of each quarter, and these, with the President, 
Vice-President, and Clergy, shall arrange the classes, 
appoint the teachers, awi^rd premiums, and transact all 
the other business of the society. 

6. The teachers of each class should, as far as is pos- 
sible, be charged with the instruction of the children in 
their own neighbourhood, and are, at all times, to watch 
over the conduct of their pupils. 

7. There shall be a public examination held in the 
first week in May in each year, and the premiums shall 
be distributed on the third Sunday of the same month, 
by the Priests in the church. 

8. Each member, when enrolled in the Society, is to 
pay Is. Id. per month afterwards. The Treasurer shall 
pay no money, unless he receive a written order, signed 
by the President and Secretary. 

9. Any member absent from catechism for three suc- 
cessive Sundays, without some very good reason, or 
who shall allow his subscription to be three months in 
arrear, shall first be admonished by the President to 
discharge his duty more regularly, and, if he neglect 
such admonition, he shall no longer be considered a 
member of the society, and must be re-elected, if he 
wish to return. 

10. Any member who shall frequent public houses, 
or give bad example in the parish, must be expelled 
from the Society. Let the members recollect, that they 
are bound, in all things, '* to walk soberly, justly, and 
honestly,'' mutually assisting each other, and giving 
edification to all, that the name of God may be glorified 
in them. 

H 
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11. In order to gain the plenary indulgence granted 
to this society, the members are exhorted to approach 
the holy Communion, on the first Sunday of each month. 

Indulgences granted to this society. 

A plenary indulgence is granted to all those, who are 
duly disposed, on the day of their enrolment into the 
Society, on one Sunday in eyery <month, and at the 
hour of death. 

A particular indulgence of seven years is granted to 
every member for each time that he teaches the Christian 
doctrine. 
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RULES OF THE RELIGIOUS BOOK SOCIETY. 

1. The Book Society shall be composed of sach mem- 
bers of the Confraternities of the blessed sacrament and 
Christian doctrine as wish to enter into it, and they 
shall be considered original members, on paying Is. each 
at the time of their admission. 

2. Every person of good character, who complies 
regularly with the daties of religion, may be admitted 
a member of this society on paying 2s. 6d. 

3. Each member shall contribute 2d. each month, 
towards the object of this society, and on omitting to 
do so, for two months successively, shall cease to be a 
member. 

4. The object of this society, is the diffusion of re- 
ligious instruction. It shall be governed by the Parish 
Priest, or his Curate, as perpetual President, and by a 
Vice-President, a Secretary, or Librarian, a Treasurer, 
and a council of six, to be chosen in each year, by the 
members, in the chapel or sacristy, after mass, on the 
Sunday following the Conversion of St. Paul, (the 25th 
of January) who is to be invoked as the patron of the 
society. 

5. The Secretary shall write, and the President pub- 
lish a notice of the elections on the Sunday previous to 
their taking place. 

H2 
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6. Not more than half the officers above mentioned, 
can be re-elected, until after the lapse of one year, 
from the expiration of their office. 

7. The duty of the President, and, in his absence, of 
the Vice-President, is, on the first Sunday of each month, 
to convene the council, receive subscriptions, hear the 
reports of the Secretary and Treasurer, and order such 
purchases or payments as may be necessary, as well as 
to make any rules or regulations which circumstances 
may require : also to appoint persons to read in the 
chapel. 

8. The duty of the Secretary or Librarian is, to provide 
a large case, or box, with a lock and key, in which the 
books of the society are to be deposited — ^to purchase 
such books as the President and council may order— to 
lend out to the members of the society or others, on 
paying for the use of them, but at the recommendation, 
and on the responsibility of a member, and to receive 
them back at the end of one month. The President and 
council are entitled to order the loan of the books gratis, 
when it may be necessary. 

9. The person detaining a book beyond the appointed 
time, is to be reported to the council, and may be fined. 
Should any book be injured, the injury is to be com- 
pensated by him who uses it. 

10. The Secretary is to keep a written account of the 
number and titles of the books committed to his care ; 
of the time and persons to whom they are lent ; when 
and by whom they are returned ; and of all other trans- 
actions of the society. These accounts, as well as those 
of the Treasurer, are to be submitted twice a year to the 
council. 

11. All the money collected at first in the Chapel, for 
the purchase of a stock of books, and afterwards con- 
tributed by the members, is to be deposited with the 
Treasurer, who must be a layman, and elected each year. 

He is not to pay any money, unless by order of the 
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President, or Vice-President, countersigned by the 
' Secretary. 

12. The society may make rules for the relief of any of 
its members, when in distress, and for having masses 
offered for their souls when deceased. 

N.B. These rules are to be written in large characters, 
framed, and hung up in a conspicuous place in the 
chapel or sacristy, where all the members can have 
access to them. 
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DECRETUM. 



SACRiB CONGREGATIONIS GENERALIS DE PROPAGANDA 
FIDE, HABITS DIE PRIMA JUKII, ANNO 1829. 

Cum ad grayissimum Electionis Hibemise Episcoponiin 
negotiam rite sancteque absolvendum, oertam aliquam 
methodum abiqae in eo regno servandam stataere in 
primis opportunam esse Sacra Congregatio intellexerit, 
qua fierit, et Sedes Apostolica exploratam notitiam ha- 
bere possit, meritomm Sacerdotum pro qaibus commen- 
dationes afferuntur, at ad aliquem Hibernia Episcopatam 
eligantur, eadem Sacra Congregation postqaam dia mul- 
tumqae de ea re definienda cogitavit, in generali tandem 
conventu die prima Junii, anno 1829, referente Eminen* 
tissimo et Reverendissimo D.D. Mauro S.R.E. Cardinali 
Cappellari, Sacrae Congregationis PrsBfecto, censuit ao 
decrevit, methodum in toto regno Hibemiae super ea re 
servandam in posterum, esse debere earn quae hie 
describitur. 

Sede aliqua Episcopali, siye per antistitis obitum, 
translationem, aliamve ob cansam in posterum yacante, 
yicarius, juxta formam a sacris canonibus prasscriptam, 
constituatur, qui dioecesi yiduatae, durante yacatione, 
praesit. Metropolitanus Provincial, ubi vacatio conti- 
gent, simul atque de vacatione, et Yicarii electione 
certior factus fuerit, Uteris mandatoriis vioario edicat 
ut in diem vigesimum a dato edicto in xsxiinsfik ^^^sc^^-w^ 
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omnes, ad qnos pertinebit Sammo Pontifici Gommendare 
tres dignos ecclesiastici ordinis yiros, qaomm anus a 
Sammo Pontifici Dioecesi vacanti pneficiatnr. Qui sint 
ii qui convocari debent, quae forma in convocando et 
regendo conventu servanda sit, habetnr ex seqnenti 
expositione. 

Qui in Hibernia noncnpantnr Parocbi, scilicet cleriei 
ad ordinem Sacerdotalem evecti, censunurvm. immwies, 
qai parochiap, sea parochfamm unitarum, actnali, at 
pacifica possessione gaadeant, ad comitia convocandi 
sant. Ubi vero adest capitulam convocabantnr cmn 
Parochis etiam Canonici : Yicarias, edicto M etropolitam 
accepto, intra octo dies, singalos Presb3rteros supra 
designatos. Uteris scriptis, admonebit, at loco qaodam 
opportano, in eadem monitione nominatim exprimendo, 
adsint, die, in edicto Metropolitani statuto, ad tractan^ 
dam de negotio ibidem descripto. MetropoBtaiiHS ipse, 
yel anas Saffragancis ejas Episcopis ab ipso delegatus, 
comitiis praesidebit, et naUaprorsas,etinvalida habenda 
sant ibidem acta, et statuta, non serrata forma sapra 
definita, sive in convocando, sive in moderando con- 
venta. Parochis ceterisqae de quibas sapra, die et 
loco statatis, mane in an am congregatis, Missa solemnis 
de Spirita Sanoto celebretur : Missaqae finita, Prasses 
super sedile in medio ecclesiae ascendet, omnibiisqae 
qaoram nihil interest exire jassis, foribosqae ecclesia? 
claasis, Vicarius catalogam nominam omnium Pato- 
chorum et Canonicorum si adsit ibi capitulam, dioe-^ 
cesis vacantis Praesidi tradet, qui eorumdem nomina, 
clara ac distincta voce, a Secretario sao recitari man- 
dabit, et anicuique coram, postquam nomini respondent, 
sedem propriam assignabit. Si anas aut plures paroohi 
absint, Praeses k Yicario probationem exquiret, absen^ 
tibus sine fraude edictum fuisse, et taJi probatione 
admissa absentia cujasvis numeri modo quaita ^ptan 
totius Parochorum numeri adsit, nihil obstabit quo-* 
quominns rata et valida slut, qua in comitiis gerantiir. 
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Idem servandum erit circa Canonicoram namerum, in 
dioecesi in qua capitiilum adest. Parochis ac Canonicis 
qui y icarii monitioni, sive propter adversam valitadinem 
aliamve ob causam parere non valeant, liberum erit, 
sufiragia sua propria ipsorum mana scripta, involacro 
sigillato inclusa, et extincsecus ad Praesidem directa, 
cuivis alii Parocho vel Canonico ejusdem dioecesis con- 
fidere : et suffragio sic habito, et probato, eadem inerit 
vis, ac si Parochus aut canonicus ipse presens adesset ; 
modo literae certificatoriae de adversa ejus- valitudine a 
duobus artis medicinae peritis subscriptae, ad Praesidem 
transmittantur. Insuper Parochus iste vel Canonicus 
priusquam suffragium, modo supra descripto ferat, 
eamdem declarationem emittet, quam ceteri Parochi 
ac Canonici inter comitia emittere coram Praeside debe- 
bunt : ej usque declarationis coram duobis Parochis vel 
canonicis emissae probatio, in medium erit proferenda 
coram Praeside antequam suffragium admittatur. Co- 
mitiis ita compositis, ac Praeside tractanda proponente, 
duo scrutatores juxta consuetas canonum formas, eli- 
gantur. Deinde Suffragatores tactis simul manu pec- 
toribus, coram Deo pro se quisque affirment, se neque 
gratia, neque favore inductos ei suffragaturos quem 
dignum judicent, qui Dioecesi vacanti praeficiatur. 
Postea suffragio in urnam immisso, singnii ad propriam 
sedem recedent. 

His peractis, clara altaqne voce a scrutatoribus ad 
Praesidem, et a Praeside ad conventum, renuntianda sunt 
nomina trium eorum Sacerdotum, in quos major Suffra- 
giorum numerus convenerit. Tunc Praeses narrationem 
authenticam in scriptis redactam parari coram comitiis, 
ejusdemque duo exemplaria k se ipso et secretario atque 
scrutatoribus subsignanda, exscribi curabit. Ex istis ex- 
emplaribus alterum Yicario tradendum, qui idem ad 
sedem Apostolicum transmittat ; alterum vero ad Metro- 
politanum, cujus munus erit idem ad sufiraganeos suos 
Episcopos in unum congregates referre. Q.^«^^^»s!lSX^'^ 
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jura, privilegiay et munera supra recensentar tanqaam 
Praesidi conventus propria, eadem, Sede M^tropolitana 
vacante. Senior! Proyinciae Sufifraganeo Commimicari 
volomns. 

Episcopis Provinciae, Praeside Metropolitano ant ipsins 
defectu Senior^ Provincial Suffraganeo in nnmn congre- 
gatis, et narratione authentica snpra memorata coram 
ipsis prolata, de eadem coram Deo judicium senten- 
tiamque ferent. Praeses, Episcoporum Suffraganeorum 
sententiam de mentis trium Sacerdotum qui Sedi Apof- 
tolicae commendatur, literis consignatam, uniuscujusqne 
Episcopi et Prsesidis manu subscriptam, sigilloque mu- 
nitam, ad Sedem Apostolicam transmitted Semel per- 
acta commendatione, si Episcopi judicaverint tres illos 
commendatos minus dignos esse, quorum unus ad 
episcopatum promoveatur, tunc quin detur noyae com- 
mendationi locus, Summus Pontifex pro sua sapientiii, 
viduatae ecclesiae providebit. 

Si agatur de Episcopo Co-adjutore, cum jure succes- 
sionis cuiyis Episcopo assignando, eadem quae, sede 
vacante, commendandi forma servanda est, cauto tamen 
varia privilegia, jura et munera Metropolitano aut Se- 
nior! Episcopo Suffraganeo jam attributa, ad Archiepis- 
copum, aut Episcopum cui co-adjutor assignandus est, 
unice pertinere, illaeso tamen servato jure Metropolitan! 
qnando suffragane! ejus Episcopi ad ferendum Sufira- 
gum convenerint. Tandem quicumque Sedis Aposto- 
licae approbation! commendentur, cives sint indigenae 
Hibemiae, Serenissimo Imperii Britannic! Reg! fidelitate 
incorrupta obstricti, morum integritate, pietate, doctrina, 
ceterisque quae Episcopum decent, dotibus insigniti. 

Haec sunt, quae in commendandis Sedi Apostolicae 

Sacerdotibus pro episcoporum Hibemiae electione, Sacra 

Congregatio servanda praescripsit. Ea vero decemens 

significar! omnibus voluit, in documentis de hac re per- 

tractantihas ad sanctam ^edem ttausmittendis, nihil 

inveniri debere, quod eVccWonexsi, ipo«\xj\^>MWiKiQL,\«Ks^^ 
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ationem innaat, sed simplicem commendationem : me- 
lorata praeterea documenta esse debere jassit, in forma 
applicis libelli ita concepti, ut inde pateat nullam in 
anctam Sedem infecri obligationem eligendi unam ex 
onunendatis. 

Declaravit denique Sacra Congregatio, salvam semper 
tque illaesam manere debere, sedis Apostolica libertatem 
1 eligendis Episcopis, ita at commendationes, lumen 
intum, et cognitionem Sacrae congregationi, nunquam 
imen obligationem sint allaturae. 

Datam Romas ex Aedibus die. Sac. Congregationis 
ie 17 Octobris, 1829. 

Gratis sine ulla omnino solutione quocamque titulo 

D. M. Card. Cappellari, 

C. Castracake, Secretarius. 
(Yeram Exemplar.) 
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